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Abstract. The article examined forced surrogacy as a latent manifestation of human trafficking, which poses a threat
to the democratic and legal foundations of society, especially in the context of armed conflicts, which makes the study
relevant. The aim of the work was to clarify the legal nature, causes and consequences of forced surrogacy as a form
of exploitation and to develop ethical and legal guidelines to prevent this phenomenon. The methodology was based
on the application of formal-legal, comparative-legal, problem-oriented, systemic-structural, logical-legal methods and
the method of generalisation, which allowed for a comprehensive analysis of normative acts, approaches of different
countries and key contradictions in the field of reproductive practices. The study found that forced surrogacy, despite
its formal similarity to legal medical services, actually contains signs of exploitation and can be classified as a form
of human trafficking under international law. It has been shown that socio-economic instability, imperfect regulation
and the lack of effective control over the activities of medical and intermediary structures create a breeding ground for
abuse, commercial coercion and violations of women’s rights. International documents and Ukrainian legislation have
been analysed, revealing gaps in regulation, including the absence of a clear legal definition, uniform standards for the
protection of women and effective mechanisms for state control. Ethical and legal guidelines are proposed to minimise
the risks of exploitation by strengthening guarantees of dignity and equality and enhancing international cooperation
in combating human trafficking. The practical significance of the results obtained lies in the possibility of using the
recommendations formulated to improve national and international policies in the field of reproductive technologies
and the protection of women’s rights

Keywords: exploitation; human rights; victim; violation of women’s rights; violence; coercion

Introduction
When examining such a negative antisocial phenomenon and

crime as human trafficking in modern conditions, it should
be noted that, unfortunately, it remains relevant. It is evident
that the growth of human trafficking both in Ukraine and in
other countries (DW Global Media Forum, 2025a) and the
dangers it poses necessitate the adoption, regulation, and
control of this issue at the state level. This is evidenced by
the enactment of a special regulatory framework to combat
and eliminate human trafficking and its underlying phenom-
ena in many countries. Ukraine is no exception (Order of the
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 496-p, 2023).

J. Attawet et al. (2024) emphasise that the growth in
global demand for surrogacy services against the backdrop
of gaps in legislation contributes to the spread of commercial

Suggested Citation

practices in this area. This development gives rise to numer-
ous ethical, legal, physical and psychological risks for the
parties involved, in particular surrogate mothers and chil-
dren. The researchers highlight systemic problems associated
with the contractual nature of such agreements, which can
contribute to structural inequality and exploitation. Particu-
lar attention was paid to the challenges that arise in the con-
text of international surrogacy, including the threat of loss of
cultural identity for the child. The authors stress that a total
ban on commercial surrogacy could lead to its underground-
isation. In this context, revising legislative approaches with
a focus on protecting the rights of surrogate mothers without
criminalising them is seen as a potentially effective strategy.
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C. Schurr and E. Militz (2018) note that transnational
arrangements for surrogacy are inherently linked to ele-
ments of partial commercialisation, regardless of whether
they are presented as altruistic or commercial practices.
This is because processes of affective and functional at-
tachment and alienation play a key role in constructing the
intimate boundaries of families that are formed in the con-
text of the globalised surrogacy industry. Z. Nisha (2022)
conducts an in-depth feminist analysis of surrogacy in the
Indian context, viewing it as a complex social phenomenon
that can simultaneously serve as a means of self-realisation
for women and a mechanism for their social control. The
author demonstrates that legislative restrictions on com-
mercial surrogacy, particularly within the framework of
Government Act of India No. 47 “Surrogacy (Regulation)
Act, 2021” (2021), do not necessarily guarantee freedom
or protection for surrogate mothers. On the contrary, such
restrictions may reinforce traditional, patriarchal notions
of women’s roles, undermining the autonomy of women
who seek to independently determine the terms of their
own reproductive participation. Thus, the study emphasis-
es the importance of rethinking the concept of “freedom”
in the context of surrogacy and the need for regulatory ap-
proaches based on taking into account the voices of women
themselves and respecting their choices.

From a psychological point of view, P.V. Tsymbal and
N.V. Zavydnyak (2024) study the internal mechanisms of
coercion and psychological dependence of victims of human
trafficking on their exploiters. The authors conclude that the
psychological trauma of women, particularly in the context
of forced surrogacy, is one of the key consequences of this
phenomenon, requiring comprehensive rehabilitation. In the
field of legal morality, Y.Yu. Kozar and O.R. Saveliev (2024)
examine human trafficking as a violation of the moral and
legal foundations of human dignity and freedom of choice.
They emphasise that the formation of a legal culture based
on ethical values is an important condition for overcoming
exploitative practices in modern society.

Taking into account the analysed scientific approaches,
it can be argued that the problem of human trafficking, par-
ticularly in the aspect of forced surrogacy, is multidimen-
sional and requires interdisciplinary consideration. Criminal
law, sociological, psychological, and moral-ethical studies
demonstrate that this phenomenon is formed not only due to
the imperfection of the legislative framework, but also due
to deep social and value deformations. The aim of this study
was to determine what a negative social phenomenon such
as forced surrogacy, as one of the background phenomena of
human trafficking, represents in general, as well as to inves-
tigate the international status of this phenomenon.

Literature review
According to Ukraine’s national regulatory framework, one
of the main tasks in the field of preventing human trafficking
is to identify the causes and preconditions for the emergence
of this negative phenomenon (Law of Ukraine No. 3739-
VI, 2012). There are a considerable number of scholars who
study human trafficking and its causes from different per-
spectives, namely: in the field of criminal law and criminol-
ogy. For example, within the framework of the criminal law
approach, D.V. Hryhorchak (2025) studies human traffick-
ing as a systemic criminal phenomenon that arises at the in-
tersection of social vulnerability and imperfect state control

mechanisms. The scholar concludes that effective counterac-
tion to this crime is possible only through the integration of
criminal law and social prevention tools. S.G. Kyrenko and
D. Gumenyuk (2023) analyse human trafficking through
the prism of contemporary trends in criminological science,
viewing it as a consequence of structural deformations in
society, in particular gender and economic inequality. The
researchers emphasise the need to rethink the category of
“exploitation” in the context of changes in the labour mar-
ket and international migration. In the works of A. Andrush-
ko (2021), human trafficking is considered a manifestation
of transnational crime that requires the improvement of in-
ternational criminal cooperation. The author emphasises the
inconsistency between the national legal systems of different
states, which complicates the prosecution of the organisers
of such crimes.

From the perspective of common law and state building,
P. Kotiswaran (2017) examines human trafficking as a con-
sequence of the globalisation of economic processes and the
commercialisation of the human body. The scholar empha-
sises that modern legal policy should take into account not
only prohibitive but also socio-economic factors that shape
the environment of exploitation. A. Gallagher (2010) exam-
ines the problem of human trafficking through the prism of
international human rights law, focusing on the balance be-
tween state sovereignty and obligations to protect victims.
In her opinion, the effectiveness of combating this phenome-
non depends on the actual implementation of the provisions
of the Protocol to Prevent and Suppress Trafficking in Per-
sons into domestic legislation of states.

P. Asirvatham (2017) emphasises that the growing
number of poor, illiterate women who join this process rais-
es serious questions about possible coercion. On the other
hand, it creates certain economic opportunities for them. In
this context, an important question is analysed: can coer-
cion be justified if it benefits the poor. The life stories of
commercial surrogates are examined and various forms
of coercion, which often remain invisible, are considered.
S. Wilkinson (2015) explores the ethical issues associated
with international commercial surrogacy, focusing on ques-
tions of exploitation. The author analyses whether surrogacy
agreements between wealthy clients from developed coun-
tries and women from economically vulnerable regions are
a form of morally unacceptable exploitation. The research-
er argues that although the inequality and vulnerability of
the participants in such agreements may create grounds for
exploitation, not every case is ethically problematic. He dis-
tinguishes exploitation as unfair advantage and emphasises
the importance of regulation rather than a complete ban on
such practices. The study calls for ethical regulation of the
international surrogacy market in order to protect women’s
rights and reduce the risks of their exploitation.

P. Trowse and D. Cooper (2018) examine the exploita-
tion of surrogate mothers in India within the framework of
international commercial agreements. The main focus was
on the ethical aspect: can a woman’s consent be considered
truly voluntary in conditions of economic vulnerability. The
authors analyse the structural inequality between surrogate
mothers and clients, as well as issues related to the lack of
legal protection for women. The article emphasises the need
for clear legal regulation to reduce the risks of exploitation,
with a focus on strengthening the protection of surrogate
mothers rather than a complete ban on commercial practices.



A. Atreya and T. Kanchan (2017) explore the ethical
and social aspects of forced surrogacy in Nepal. The focus
was on the deeply problematic nature of forced surrogacy
in this country, which occurs in a context of legal vacuum,
social vulnerability of women and commercialisation of re-
productive labour. The study shows that many women are
involved in surrogacy without full informed consent and due
to economic coercion, which is a form of exploitation. The
lack of state control allows private clinics to operate with-
out ethical restrictions, which is particularly dangerous in a
country with high levels of poverty and gender inequality.
The authors emphasise the need for the immediate introduc-
tion of strict regulatory mechanisms and the guarantee of
the rights of women who may become victims of reproduc-
tive exploitation. They also stress the importance of inter-
national monitoring and ethical responsibility of clients in
transnational surrogacy agreements.

However, despite a significant amount of research, the
aspect of forced surrogacy as a latent form of human traffick-
ing remains under-reported in contemporary scientific liter-
ature. The vast majority of works focus on general theoreti-
cal issues of combating human trafficking, leaving aside the
specific mechanisms of exploitation inherent in the repro-
ductive sphere. That is why research is needed to reveal the
legal nature, causes and consequences of forced surrogacy,
as well as to determine its place in the structure of criminal
practices related to human trafficking.

Materials and methods

The study applied conceptual and theoretical frameworks
based on contemporary approaches to the study of legal
aspects of assisted reproductive technologies and human
trafficking, in particular analysing theories of human rights,
concepts of gender equality and the protection of reproduc-
tive rights. The use of general scientific and special methods
of scientific knowledge allowed for a comprehensive assess-
ment of the legal, medical and social aspects of forced surro-
gacy. A formal legal method was used to analyse the current
regulatory and legal acts of Ukraine, in particular the Civil
Code of Ukraine (2003), the Family Code of Ukraine (2003),
Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine (2005), as well as subordi-
nate acts of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine, such as Order
No. 24 (1997) and No. 771 (2008), which regulate the pro-
cedures for artificial insemination and embryo implantation.
This method revealed gaps in legislation that create risks of
violating the rights of participants in surrogacy programmes,
and identified regulatory mechanisms governing written in-
formed consentand the responsibilities of medical institutions.

The comparative legal method made it possible to com-
pare the legal limits of conventional surrogacy and forced
surrogacy practices in an international context, in particu-
lar on the basis of Government Act of India No. 47 (2021),
as well as data from international studies by ENoMW and
ICAMS-ICASM (2022) covering cases of exploitation of mi-
grant women in the field of surrogacy. The problem analysis
method identified the socio-legal problems caused by forced
surrogacy as a form of exploitation, while the alternative
method allowed to systematise the positions of various au-
thors on ways to overcome this phenomenon and classify
states according to their level of regulation: those that pro-
hibit, partially allow or fully allow surrogacy.

The source base of the study included regulatory and
legal acts of Ukraine and international documents: Law of
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Ukraine No. 3739-VI (2012), Protocol to Prevent, Suppress
and Punish Trafficking in Persons (2000), International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights (1966), Convention on
the Rights of the Child (1989), as well as international stud-
ies and reports by DW Global Media Forum (2025a, 2025b),
UNICEF & ISS (2021), and the International Justice Resource
Centre (2025a, 2025b). Data obtained from open sources,
statistical and analytical reports, communiqués from inter-
national organisations and press releases were processed.
This approach made it possible to integrate the medical, le-
gal, social and international legal aspects of the problem,
ensuring a comprehensive analysis and the formulation of
recommendations for overcoming the negative consequenc-
es of forced surrogacy.

The research sequence included: systematisation of the
regulatory and legal framework; a comparative analysis of
international and national practices; the identification of
gaps and problematic aspects of the use of forced surrogacy;
the summarisation of the positions of scholars and experts;
the formulation of conceptual and practical conclusions on
the protection of the rights of participants in surrogacy pro-
grammes and the prevention of exploitation. The study and
analysis of sources made it possible to assess the real risks
of forced surrogacy as a form of human trafficking and to
provide legal and ethical guidelines for the development of
safe and legal practices in the field of assisted reproduction.

Results and discussion

Background phenomena of human trafficking. Human
trafficking is one of the phenomena of the modern world
that is equated with modern slavery. At the international
and global levels, it remains one of the priority challenges.
Alongside this crime, there are numerous negative social and
criminal phenomena, including organised crime, corruption,
social marginalisation and forced surrogacy, which exacer-
bate and expand the scope of human exploitation.

Surrogacy in Ukraine is in a significant legal vacuum,
as the Civil Code of Ukraine (2003) and the Family Code
of Ukraine (2003) do not contain a specific definition of
this phenomenon and do not establish clear mechanisms for
regulating the rights and obligations of programme partic-
ipants. The medical aspects of artificial insemination and
embryo implantation were previously regulated by Order
of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine No. 24 (1997), which
required procedures to be performed only in specially ac-
credited institutions and provided for the written informed
consent of all participants in the programme. However,
Order of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine No. 24 (1997)
and No. 771 (2008) established rules for the use of assisted
reproductive technologies, including artificial insemination
and embryo implantation. This regulation is also currently
considered invalid and has no legal force.

The absence of valid medical and legal acts creates nu-
merous legal problems. In particular, surrogacy agreements
remain “self-written,” which significantly increases the risk
of violating the rights of programme participants, since the
rights and obligations of the surrogate mother, genetic par-
ents, and medical institutions are not defined by law. The
practice of including provisions in contracts whereby parents
waive any claims against the institution, which contradicts
Article 3 of the Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine (2005), cre-
ates a conflict between medical practice and the civil rights
of the parties. At a conceptual level, this situation illustrates
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the underdevelopment of the legal framework regarding the
technological capabilities of medicine, which jeopardises the
principles of legal certainty, protection of dignity and free-
dom of expression of the programme participants.

Forced surrogacy considered a background phenom-
enon of human trafficking or exploitation. In low-income
countries, some women are forced to become surrogate
mothers because of poverty. In particular, in countries such
as India, Ukraine and Georgia, where commercial surrogacy
is permitted or poorly regulated, the economic vulnerabil-
ity of women from rural or poor regions increases the risk
of exploitation (GestLife Surrogacy, 2024). In India, there
have been reports of illegal clinics operating without proper
registration and exploiting women who have no alternative
means of earning a living. According to media reports, these
women are not given full information about the medical
risks and terms of the agreements (Times of India, 2023).

In such cases, this may constitute coercion, as women
have no other means of earning a living, and often in such
situations their rights are not adequately protected. The ab-
sence of clear legal regulations or their violation means that
surrogate mothers do not always have access to legal support
and may be subject to manipulation or deception. For exam-
ple, in the United Kingdom, where commercial surrogacy is
prohibited but altruistic surrogacy is permitted, the right to
informed consent and protection is strictly controlled, which
reduces the risk of coercion (BBC News, 2014). Cases of fail-
ure to inform about all risks are most common in countries
with weak regulation and low levels of healthcare, where
surrogate mothers are often economically dependent. In
some cases, forced surrogacy may be used as part of military
strategies or ethnic cleansing. However, it should be noted
that there are currently no documented cases where surro-
gacy has been officially used as a tool of ethnic cleansing
or military strategy. This is more of a theoretical risk that
is being discussed by human rights activists and scholars.
At the same time, during wars or conflicts, women may be
used to reproduce the offspring of a particular ethnic group.
This may include forced conception leading to forced surro-
gacy. Such cases can be considered human rights violations
and war crimes. However, to date, such cases remain poorly
documented. In countries where surrogacy is prohibited or
not properly regulated, cases of illegal forced surrogacy may
occur. For example, in France, Germany and Italy, commer-
cial surrogacy is prohibited by law, but there are often cas-
es of “reproductive tourism” and illegal agreements via the
internet, where women may be coerced or deceived (Gate-
way Surrogacy, 2024). For example, women are forced to
become surrogate mothers without proper legal protection
or consent on their part, which leads to serious violations
of their rights. In countries where commercial surrogacy is
permitted (Ukraine, Georgia), the price of services can range
from €40,000 to €70,000, making this business profitable,
but not always guaranteeing the protection of surrogate
mothers’ rights (GestLife Surrogacy, 2024).

Forced surrogacy is a highly controversial and ethical is-
sue that has serious consequences for the surrogate mothers
themselves, for the children born as a result of this process,
and for society as a whole. Among the serious consequences,
it is worth highlighting legal and ethical issues (violation of
women’s right to autonomy over their bodies, uncertainty
of the outcome of possible legal disputes over paternity, the
low cost of such services, which is often a consequence of

economic coercion and the vulnerable position of women
who are forced to agree to participate in surrogacy pro-
grammes not of their own free will, but due to the lack of de-
cent alternatives to meet their basic needs); physical and psy-
chological consequences (physiological complications due to
pregnancy and childbirth, infections, physical injuries, future
reproductive problems, depression, anxiety, post-traumatic
stress disorder, feelings of guilt, emotional attachment to
the child); social isolation and stigmatisation of women (the
low social status of surrogate mothers and their vulnerability
increases the risk of exploitation); possible legal and social
uncertainty for children; ethical issues (commercialisation
of women and violation of the principle of voluntariness).

Forced surrogacy should be considered not only as a
background phenomenon of human trafficking, but also as
a form of it, which often goes unnoticed due to the legal-
ised outer shell of this process. Formal contracts and consent
may conceal elements of coercion caused by deep socio-eco-
nomic inequalities, gender discrimination, insufficient legal
awareness and lack of state oversight (Abdullah, 2019; Hy-
der-Rahman, 2021). Thus, a woman may find herself in a sit-
uation where her “consent” is more of a forced compromise
between survival and a lack of real opportunities.

This type of exploitation is particularly dangerous be-
cause it is difficult to detect and prove, as it is often formal-
ised with the consent of both parties, which in practice may
be the result of pressure, blackmail, economic dependence
or deception (Dutch National Rapporteur, 2012). In such
cases, surrogacy can be used as a tool to control a woman’s
body, which directly contradicts the principles of human
rights protection (CEDAW, 1979; Palermo Protocol, 2000).

In addition, participation in international surrogacy
programmes without proper control creates conditions for
illegal schemes involving elements of human trafficking.
In 2021, law enforcement agencies in Ukraine uncovered
a large-scale scheme involving the trafficking of newborns,
in which a clinic organised fictitious marriages between
surrogate mothers and foreigners, and the newborns were
“handed over” for a fee of up to $70,000 (Ukrinform, 2021).
Brokers, clinics, and agencies operating in the “grey area” of
the law may prioritise profit over the safety and dignity of
the women they recruit. In such cases, international human
rights standards are often violated, in particular the provi-
sions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW, 1979) and the Pro-
tocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children (Palermo Protocol, 2000).

Another important aspect linking forced surrogacy to
human trafficking is the transnational nature of these pro-
cesses. International surrogacy programmes, in which wom-
en from low-income countries carry children for foreign
citizens, create an asymmetry of power and resources (Hy-
der-Rahman, 2021; ESHRE, 2025). In such cases, the surro-
gate mother often has no opportunity to fully influence the
course of the agreement or protect her rights in the event of
a breach of the terms. The report of the Dutch National Rap-
porteur states that in many cases, “persons other than the
woman carrying the child, such as intermediaries or the hus-
band, benefit from surrogacy, while the financial and med-
ical risks are borne by the surrogate mother herself” (Dutch
National Rapporteur, 2012).

The problem is further complicated by the fact that
the existence of a legal contract does not always guarantee



voluntariness. Coercion can take both direct forms (threats,
withholding of documents, restriction of freedom) and in-
direct forms (manipulation, misinformation about medical
consequences, lack of access to independent legal assistance,
etc.) (Abdullah, 2019). In both cases, it involves the ex-
ploitation of women, which has all the characteristics of hu-
man trafficking as defined in the Palermo Protocol (2000).

In light of this, particular attention should be paid to
strengthening international control over the activities of sur-
rogacy agencies, introducing clear mechanisms to protect
the rights of women participating in surrogacy programmes,
and creating independent institutions capable of monitor-
ing and recording cases of coercion (Eurojust, 2024). It is
also important to ensure an adequate level of education and
awareness among potential surrogate mothers in order to
minimise the risks of manipulation and economic exploita-
tion. Forced surrogacy is a multifaceted phenomenon that
requires a comprehensive approach, taking into account le-
gal, social, ethical and psychological aspects. It should be
recognised as part of the global problem of human traffick-
ing, rather than remaining in the shadows of regulatory un-
certainty and economic inequality.

International analysis on the use of forced surroga-
cy. There are international mechanisms aimed at combating
forced surrogacy, in particular through laws against the ex-
ploitation of women, human trafficking and sexual violence.
The UN and many human rights organisations are working
to protect women in such situations. One important step is
to establish international standards to regulate surrogacy in
order to prevent its use as a tool for exploitation.

In countries where surrogacy is legal, it is important to
establish clear rules to ensure that it remains voluntary and
ethical, providing adequate legal protection for all parties
involved in the process. The International Criminal Court
(ICC) recognises sexual violence, including forced pregnan-
cy, as a war crime and a crime against humanity. In particu-
lar, in the case of Prosecutor v. Ongwen (2023), the Appeals
Chamber of the ICC confirmed that forced pregnancy can
qualify as a separate international crime, rather than merely
a form of rape or sexual slavery (American University Wash-
ington College of Law, 2022). In the cases of Rwanda and
Bosnia, trials were held and those responsible were brought
to justice. In the case of Prosecutor v. Jean-Paul Akayesu,
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) rec-
ognised rape and other forms of sexual violence not only as
crimes against humanity, but also as elements of genocide
if committed with the relevant intent (International Justice
Resource Centre, 2025a). A similar practice was observed in
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugosla-
via (ICTY). In the Kunarac, Kovac¢, Vukovi¢ trial, the tribunal
for the first time classified sexual enslavement as a separate
crime against humanity, which included the systematic rape
of women and girls during the conflict in Bosnia (Interna-
tional Justice Resource Centre, 2025b).

The experience of European Union countries in regulat-
ing surrogacy is viewed in two ways: either a complete ban
or partial permission for its use. The dual or even completely
opposite attitude, compared to Ukraine, to the issue of legal
regulation of surrogacy in international legal acts of Euro-
pean states creates certain loopholes for criminal intentions
when using this method of assisted reproductive technology.

In European Union countries, issues related to the use
of surrogacy as a method for obtaining a genetic child and
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establishing paternity and maternity are regulated at the
level of their national legislation, which often leads to con-
flicts and lengthy court proceedings and debates. It should
be noted that all this is due to the fact that such surrogacy
relationships usually involve citizens of different countries,
stateless persons, citizens of third countries, etc.

Many aspects of surrogacy remain unregulated, which
encourages its illegal use, including forced surrogacy. Along
with this, there is a significant scientific and social debate
about the legal use of this reproductive method, as well as
the legal status of children born abroad in this way (since
most countries still do not have clear legislation on their
registration and recognition of paternity). Proponents of
surrogacy argue that, with clear legal regulation, this re-
productive method can be a safe and ethically acceptable
form of assistance for childless couples or single people (An-
dala, 2023). Legislative safeguards protect the rights of all
parties (biological parents, surrogate mother and child), re-
duce the risks of exploitation, and prevent legal conflicts and
abuse (Humanium, n.d.; UNICEF & ISS, 2021). In addition,
surrogacy can be an opportunity for many families to have a
genetically related child (UNICEF & ISS, 2021).

Critics of surrogacy emphasise the high risks of ex-
ploitation of women, especially vulnerable social groups,
and the danger of commercialisation of the human body
(China Society for Human Rights Studies, 2025; Insights
Medical Tourism, n.d.). They believe that this process can
turn into a form of reproductive slavery and also creates
complex legal situations for children born in international
programmes (Rajan, 2017). From a moral and ethical point
of view, surrogacy is seen as an artificial intervention in
the natural and spiritual essence of motherhood (Insights
Medical Tourism, n.d.).

The International Coalition to Abolish Surrogacy (CIA-
MA-ICASM) and the European Network of Migrant Women
(ENoMW) report on the existence of practices that con-
stitute human trafficking, particularly of women, for the
purpose of exploitation in the reproductive industry. The
situations they describe are fundamentally incompatible
with human dignity and equality between women and men,
as they involve the exploitation of women’s bodies. These
organisations have conducted research into cases where
women are forced to perform these roles in countries other
than their country of origin or in the interests of foreign in-
dividuals. The aim of the survey and their research was to
uncover these shameful facts, as well as to inform and raise
awareness among states, competent authorities and partner
organisations about how these cases and negative practices
can arise in conditions of war and migration (voluntary and
forced), and, most importantly, that they (these practices
of exploitation) pose a threat to the fundamental rights and
dignity of women. The ENoMW and CIAMS-ICASM study
covered 72 countries through expert and media monitor-
ing, and the survey was sent to government structures in
115 countries and the EU, as well as to 2,613 individuals
and 288 organisations in 37 countries. Sixty-one question-
naires were returned, of which five individuals and six or-
ganisations reported known cases of surrogacy involving
migrant women; six respondents also reported practices of
forced pregnancy and three reported egg donation. In addi-
tion, 7 organisations and 1 individual confirmed that such
cases had occurred in their country. A total of 46 cases
were documented through open sources (media, academic
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research, etc.) and another 8 through questionnaires (Euro-
pean Network of Migrant..., 2022).

The main negative international practices of exploiting
women through surrogacy are highlighted below. First and
foremost is the exploitation of migrant women for repro-
ductive purposes (egg harvesting, forced pregnancy, forced
surrogacy). Next is the organisation of a network for traf-
ficking women for the purpose of making them surrogate
mothers against their will (including even the forced trans-
fer of women from their country of origin to another coun-
try to carry a pregnancy, forced pregnancy). It also includes
the transfer of surrogate mothers for the purpose of giving
birth in a country other than their country of origin, in oth-
er words, for the convenience of the client (the buyers of the
child) or to avoid the legality of such actions (for example,
so that the child is born in the country of the client, thus
facilitating the legal formalisation of parenthood or even
“circumventing” the law).

The exploitation of women in the context of surrogacy,
particularly migrant women, violates key norms of inter-
national law, including the Protocol to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (Paler-
mo Protocol), which prohibits trafficking in persons for any
purpose, including forced use in the reproductive sphere.
Such actions also violate articles of CEDAW (1979), which
obliges states to protect women from violence, exploitation
and coercion, ensuring their autonomy and equality in the
medical sphere. In addition, forced surrogacy may violate
the prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment pro-
vided for in the International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (1966).

States are obliged to take preventive measures that in-
clude criminalising human trafficking in the form of forced
surrogacy, regulating medical services and agencies, and
ensuring the protection of victims, particularly migrant
women who may not have access to legal assistance. It is
important to implement informed consent procedures that
comply with international law standards and to establish
mechanisms for identifying and supporting victims of hu-
man trafficking. International cooperation is necessary to
investigate transnational networks and ensure justice, as
well as to resolve issues related to citizenship and recogni-
tion of parenthood in accordance with the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (1989).

The lack of uniform international regulation of surro-
gacy and discrepancies in national legislation create condi-
tions for abuse and human rights violations. This leads to
legal conflicts, especially in cases where surrogate mothers
are moved between countries to facilitate the registration
of paternity or to circumvent national prohibitions, which
is contrary to the principles of protecting the rights of the
child and preventing child trafficking. Thus, a comprehen-
sive combination of criminal prosecution, social protection
of victims and strict regulation of medical practices is neces-
sary to effectively combat such violations and ensure com-
pliance with international human rights standards.

Conclusions

The article examines the phenomenon of forced surrogacy
as a background phenomenon of human trafficking, which
in modern conditions poses a serious threat to the rights and
freedoms of women. The aim of the study was to clarify the
legal nature, causes and consequences of this phenomenon,
as well as to analyse its manifestations in the context of in-
ternational and national legal regulation. Despite certain
limitations, in particular the lack of official statistics and
open court decisions on the classification of forced surrogacy
as a form of exploitation, the set goal was achieved.

It was found that forced surrogacy is complex and in-
terdisciplinary in nature, combining legal, ethical, social
and medical aspects. An analysis of the legislation helped to
establish that Ukraine lacks a clear definition of the terms
“surrogacy” and “forced surrogacy,” which creates condi-
tions for abuse and unscrupulous practices. The results of the
study showed that the current regulatory framework does
not provide an adequate level of protection for women par-
ticipating in surrogacy programmes, especially in conditions
of social instability and martial law.

The analysis revealed direct and indirect links between
the practice of forced surrogacy and human trafficking. It
was argued that, in essence, coercion to carry a child in
the interests of third parties can be considered a form of
exploitation that violates fundamental human rights. These
data indicate the need to improve the legal mechanism for
controlling the activities of medical and intermediary insti-
tutions, as well as to create a system of social and legal pro-
tection for women involved in such programmes.

Summarising the results, it can be noted that the phe-
nomenon of forced surrogacy is not only a manifestation
of gender inequality, but also an integral part of the global
problem of human trafficking. All of the above suggests that
effective counteraction to this phenomenon is only possible
with a comprehensive approach that combines legal, ethi-
cal, social and educational tools. Conceptually, the above
indicates the need to rethink surrogacy as an institution that
should be based on the principles of dignity, voluntariness
and equal rights for all its participants.

Promising areas for further research in this field in-
clude the development of effective models for the legal reg-
ulation of reproductive technologies, a comparative analy-
sis of judicial practice in different countries, and research
into the impact of international ethical standards on the
formation of national policy in the field of preventing the
exploitation of women.
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AHoTanis. Y cTaTTi po3rJIAHyTO IPUMYCOBe CypOoraTHe MaTepUHCTBO AK JJATEHTHUH [IPOAB TOPTiBJIi JIOAbMU, 1[0 CTAHOBUTH
3arposy AJis AeMOKpPaTUYHHMX Ta PaBOBUX 3acajl CyCIiJIbCTBA, OCOOJIMBO B YMOBax 30pOMHNX KOHQJIIKTIB, [0 3yMOBJIIOE
aKTyaJIbHICTh AociimxeHHA. Mertolo poGoTu OyJso 3’ACyBaHHA IPaBOBOI NMPUPOAY, NMPUYMH i HACHiIAKIB IPUMYCOBOTO
CypOraTHOr0 MaTepuHCTBA SIK ¢GopMHU eKcIuTyaTalii Ta GopMyBaHHA eTUYHUX i MPABOBUX OPIEHTUPIB IJiA 3amobiraHHA
I[bOMy sBHIy. MeToJoJioriA IpyHTyBajlach Ha 3acTOCyBaHHi (OpMasbHO-IOPHUANYHOIO, IOPiBHAIBHO-IIPABOBOTO,
Ipo6JIEMHOr0, CHCTEMHO-CTPYKTYPHOIO, JIOTiKO-IOpMJWYHOIO METOAiB Ta MeTOAY Yy3arajbHeHHsd, IO [J03BOJIMJIO
KOMILJIEKCHO ITPOaHaJIi3yBaTy HOpMaTHUBHi aKTH, MiAXOAU Pi3HUX KpaiH i KJII0UOBi cynepeyHocTi y cdepi penpogyKTUBHUX
MpaKTUK. ¥ XOAi AOCIIi)KeHHA BCTAaHOBJIEHO, 110 IPUMYCOBE CyporaTHe MaTEPUHCTBO, onpu (GpopMasibHy HOAIOHICTH 10
JlerajapHOI MeANYHOI NMOCIyTH, GaKTUYHO MICTUTh O3HAKM eKCIUTyaTallil Ta Moxe kBajiidikyBaTucsa Ak popma TOprisii
JIIOIBMU BiANOBiAHO OO0 MiXXHapoAHOro mpasa. [Toka3aHo, IO COLiaIbHO-eKOHOMiIYHA HecTabiIbHiCTh, HEJJOCKOHAIICTh
peryJioBaHH:A Ta BiACYTHICTh e()eKTUBHOTO KOHTPOJIIO 32 AisJIbHICTIO MEJUYHUX i TOCepeTHUIIBKUX CTPYKTYP CTBOPIOIOTh
MiATPYHTS 1151 3JI0BXXMBaHb, KOMePLiliHOT0 IpUMYCY Ta OpYIlIeHHs IpaB XiHoK. [IpoanasizoBaHo MiXkHapO/1Hi JOKYMEHTU
Ta 3aKOHOAABCTBO YKpaiHW, I[0 JaJi0 3MOI'Y BUABUTH NPOTaJMHU B DEryJIlOBaHHI, ceped AKUX BiACYyTHICTh YiTKOI
npaBoBoi AediHillil, eAMHNX CTaHAAPTiB 3aXMUCTY XKiHOK i Ji€BUX MeXaHi3MiB Aep:kaBHOTO KOHTPOJIIO. 3alpOIOHOBAHO
eTUYHi Ta IpaBOBi OPi€HTHPU, CIIPAMOBaHI Ha MiHiMi3alil0 pU3UKIB eKCIUTyaTalil yepe3 3MillHEHH: rapaHTill TiJHOCTI,
PiBHOCTi Ta mOCHWJIEHHS MiXXHAapoAHO1 croiBmparni y cdepi mporugil Toprisii ogsmu. [IpakTudHe 3HAYEHHA OTPUMAaHUX
pe3yIbTaTiB MOJIATaE y MOXJIMBOCTI BUKOPHUCTAHHS ¢HOPMyJIbOBAHUX PEeKOMeHAAIill AJ1A BOAOCKOHAJIEHHA HalliOHAJIbHOI
Ta MiXHapOAHOI NOJITHUKY y cdepi pelnpoAyKTUBHUX TEXHOJIOTIH i 3aXMCTy IpaB XiHOK
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Abstract. The relevance of the topic is due to the fact that the digitisation of higher education in Ukraine, especially in
institutions with specific learning conditions, has become critical in the context of martial law. The aim of the study was
to assess the digitisation of the educational process and determine the impact of socio-legal factors and macroeconomic
conditions. Higher education institutions in Ukraine with a special operating regime were studied. The multiple linear
regression method was used, which allowed explaining 85% of the variation in the index in 2019-2023. To achieve this aim,
a generalised educational digitalisation index was constructed, the initial indicators were normalised, and the relationship
between the index and the level of digital literacy, regulatory and legal awareness, income and unemployment of the
population was investigated. It was proven that full-scale war accelerated the need for sustainable digitalisation of higher
education institutions with specific learning conditions, while exacerbating socio-legal challenges. The results confirmed
the importance of developing professional-communicative, gaming and civic digital competences, while demonstrating
the critical role of the legal component in security education. The results showed that the growth of digital and legal
literacy and well-being correlates positively with the speed of digitalisation, while the economic shocks of the war period
hold it back. The data obtained prove the resilience of the Ukrainian higher education system in crisis conditions and
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outline the priorities for post-war investment in secure IT infrastructure and staff training. The results of the study can be
used in the activities of higher education institutions and other institutions that provide educational services

Keywords: digitalisation; higher education; higher education institutions; socio-legal factors; martial law; regression

analysis; artificial intelligence

Introduction
The digitisation of higher education is rapidly and, most im-
portantly, significantly transforming the pedagogical, tech-
nological and legal foundations of learning. At the same time,
the intensive introduction of distance learning platforms,
artificial intelligence and virtual environments has exacer-
bated the problem of e-learning quality, the need for unified
interoperability models, the improvement of administrative
and legal mechanisms, and the protection of the cyberspace
of higher education institutions. A significant number of
social and legal problems arise. It is against the backdrop
of these changes that issues of socio-legal factors of digi-
talisation, pedagogical effectiveness of innovative tools and
security become crucial (Bani-Meqdad et al., 2024). At the
same time, the issue of socio-legal factors is becoming cru-
cial precisely because digital technologies are no longer aux-
iliary services, but have become an environment in which
specialists are trained, knowledge is monitored, information
is exchanged, and the educational process is managed, espe-
cially in higher education institutions with specific learning
conditions, where the educational process is carried out in
conditions of limited access, increased requirements for dis-
cipline, legal responsibility and data security, and often in
conditions of martial law and relocation of staff and students.

An in-depth and critical analysis of the available liter-
ature on the research topic was conducted. Thus, the meta-
physical understanding of education as a linguistic practice,
carried out by M. Al-Maagbeh et al. (2024), demonstrates
a transition from classical managerialism to regulation fo-
cused on the application of artificial intelligence in various
areas of scientific and practical activity, including the educa-
tional process. Although the context is somewhat different,
the authors clearly emphasise the need to update legal acts
and ethical standards. This is relevant for Ukrainian higher
education institutions when introducing Al-based systems,
especially in the context of specific learning conditions.
S. Rzhechytska (2022) explored the advantages and disad-
vantages of the online format for higher education institu-
tions with specific learning conditions. The author concluded
that, on the one hand, there is a clear expansion of interna-
tional cooperation and access to global master classes, but
on the other hand, there are real difficulties with the practi-
cal component and authentic feedback during studio classes.
This may indicate that digital platforms need to adapt to
specific learning conditions. V. Miliéevi¢ et al. (2021) used
the Delphi method with 68 experts and scenario planning to
develop three scenarios for the development of e-learning by
2030. Within the scope of the work, political will, cybersecu-
rity, and financial incentives were identified as key drivers
of the process under study.

The study by H. Dei et al. (2024) reveals the legal risks
and gaps in the regulatory framework for cybersecurity in
Ukrainian higher education institutions. The authors propose
a model of interagency coordination in which the key struc-
tures are the Ministry of Education and Science (MES), the
State Special Communications Service, and the National Se-
curity Council. The aim of the model is to respond to attacks

and create backup data centres. Interagency coordination is
extremely important in the digitisation of the educational pro-
cess, especially when there are specific learning conditions.

Z. Zahynei-Zabolotenko et al. (2023), Y. Bahno and
0. Serhiichuk (2024) and H. Alieksieieva (2024) considered
teacher education as an element of the state’s social function
in a digital society and focused on the relationship between
digital tools for training teachers and legal guarantees of
access to quality education. Yu. Tryus et al. (2020), A. Hal-
eem et al. (2022) and V. Fazan et al. (2023) explored the role
of digital technologies in the transformation of education
and showed that the intensive digitisation of the learning
process enhances the personalisation of learning, develops
interactive formats, supports flexible models of access to
knowledge, and changes the very pedagogical interaction
between lecturer and learner. In their conclusions, the au-
thors emphasised that digital solutions are becoming a key
factor in maintaining the continuity of learning in times of
crisis, but at the same time require new competencies from
teaching staff, as well as reliable cybersecurity and data pro-
tection mechanisms. V. Bobrytska (2022) showed that there
is a steady demand in educational circles for the digitisation
of general secondary education. S. Bondarenko et al. (2022)
studied the legal mechanisms of information security in the
context of the digitalisation of social processes and argued
that the digital educational environment cannot be viewed
solely as a technical system; it must have formalised regimes
for legal protection of information, access management, re-
sponsibility for violations of data circulation rules, and re-
sponse to cyber incidents. At the same time, summarising
the literature review, it should be noted that researchers
have overlooked the specifics of higher education institu-
tions with specific learning conditions. It is the lack of quan-
titative assessment of the impact of socio-legal factors and
external economic shocks that forms the scientific niche that
this study fills.

The aim of the study was to assess the impact of so-
cio-legal factors on the digitisation of the educational pro-
cess in higher education institutions with specific learning
conditions. Thus, the main objectives for achieving the set
aim were to construct an integrated educational index, ana-
lyse the dynamics of digitalisation in 2019-2023, and apply
a regression approach to quantitatively test the relationships
between digital practices, legal awareness, economic factors,
and the sustainability of educational infrastructure.

Materials and methods
At the initial stage, the expert analysis method was used.
The expert analysis method was used for the substantive se-
lection of indicators and verification of their relevance to
specific learning conditions. Experts helped to filter out re-
dundant indicators, agree on definitions, and confirm the use
of equilibrium weights in the integral index. As a result, four
educational indicators were selected from the array of offi-
cial statistics and internal reporting of higher education in-
stitutions: (1) the share of higher education institutions with
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specific learning conditions that use information and com-
munication technologies; (2) the share of higher education
institutions with specific learning conditions that use artifi-
cial intelligence-based systems; (3) the average level of digi-
tal competence in higher education institutions with specific
learning conditions; (4) the average salary in higher education
institutions with specific learning conditions) and four mac-
ro indicators (the level of digital literacy of the population;
the level of regulatory and legal literacy of the population;
the level of unemployment; the income of the population).
Thus, a number of experts were involved, including 40 spe-
cialists, as well as 18 representatives of digital development
departments of higher education institutions, 12 researchers
in the field of higher education development, 6 cybersecurity
specialists, and 4 lawyers. The surveys were conducted on-
line in two rounds using Google forms. The survey was con-
ducted from February to April 2025. It should be noted that
after providing consolidated feedback, the participants ad-
justed their own assessments until a consensus was reached.

Taken together, the indicators most fully reveal the
problem of the digitalisation of the educational process and
external socio-legal conditions. To compare the scale and
units of measurement of different indicators, a linear min-
max transformation was used (1):

.. Hij—min{Hi}
Nij = max{Hi}-min{Hi}’

@

where Nij is the normalised value of indicator (j) in year i,
Hij is the actual value of indicator j in year i; min(Hj) is the
minimum value of indicator j for the selected period; max-
(Hj) is the maximum value of indicator j for the period. This
allowed all values to be converted to a single normalised
measurement. The normalised values are reduced to a sin-
gle aggregate indicator using a simple equilibrium additive
model (2):

I(9) = — 2, Ni(t), ®)

where Nj(t) is the normalised value of the j-th indicator in
year t. In this case, m is 4, since four educational indica-
tors were selected. For the initial study of interrelationships,
“factor-index” correlation diagrams and the simplest method
of least squares were used to construct a trend line. Next,
the direct assessment of the impact of external factors was
carried out using the model (3):

IDt = [30 + [51""1 + f)ZWZ + o+ [skwk + g (3)

where I is the integral educational index in year t; w, are
macro indicators; B is the intercept; B,, B,, B, are the sensi-
tivity coefficients of the index to the corresponding factors;
g, is a random error. The combination of min-max normali-
sation, equilibrium integral index and multiple linear regres-
sion ensures the reproducibility of calculations and internal
consistency of assessment. A two-stage expert selection of in-
dicators followed by coordination of assessments increased
the content validity of the results for higher education insti-
tutions with specific learning conditions.

Results
Higher education in Ukraine is a very complex system that
is significantly dependent on socio-legal factors and chang-
es in the external environment as a whole. At the same

time, in recent years, it has also been undergoing an active
digital transformation, which is enshrined at the state lev-
el by regulatory and legal acts. The basic Law of Ukraine
No. 2145-VIII “On Education” (2017) and Law of Ukraine
No. 1556-VII “On Higher Education” (2014) contain provi-
sions on the use of information and communication technol-
ogies in the educational process. In addition, the Govern-
ment has identified priority areas for the digitalisation of
education, in particular in Order of the Cabinet of Ministers
of Ukraine No. 365-p “Some Issues of Digital Transforma-
tion” (2021), which includes a list of key tasks for the digital
development of education and science. Particular attention
is paid to distance learning. First the COVID-19 pandemic
and then the full-scale armed invasion together required
radical action at the state level. Thus, even before the war,
in 2019-2021, the Regulations on Distance Learning were
updated and electronic platforms for education were intro-
duced. In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020,
the Ministry of Education and Science proposed, within the
framework of the Concept of Digital Transformation of Edu-
cation and Science (2021-2026) (2021), a mass transition to
online learning, emphasising the creation of a unified digital
educational environment.

After the start of full-scale war, the regulatory frame-
work was quickly adapted to the conditions of martial law.
In March 2022, a number of decisions were adopted. Thus,
Order of the Ministry of Education and Science No. 235 “On
Some Issues of Organising the Work of Institutions of Pro-
fessional Pre-Higher and Higher Education During Martial
Law” (2022) obliged higher education institutions (includ-
ing those with special learning conditions) to ensure the
evacuation and safety of participants in the educational pro-
cess, as well as the use of available electronic resources to re-
sume learning in distance or blended forms. In other words,
full-scale war has effectively forced educational institutions
to make maximum use of digital technologies to continue
learning even in the absence of traditional infrastructure.
By the beginning of 2023, a basic regulatory framework for
the digitalisation of higher education had already been es-
tablished, even under emergency conditions. The authorities
and educational institutions were given the tools to ensure
the continuity of education through digital solutions. Of
course, higher education institutions with specific learning
conditions require special attention. For this reason, this ar-
ticle assesses the digitisation of the educational process in
such institutions over the last five years.

To determine the level of digitisation of the education-
al process, four key indicators were selected together with
experts for the last five years, which characterise the imple-
mentation of digital technologies in higher education institu-
tions in Ukraine with specific learning conditions. It should
be noted that the experts chose four indicators precisely be-
cause they reflect four different aspects of the digitalisation
of the educational process, which together characterise not
only the availability of technology or programmes, but the
real ability of the institution to maintain the quality of edu-
cation in conditions of security restrictions, martial law and
staff losses, which is directly indicated as the key context for
the functioning of higher education institutions with specific
learning conditions. For example, the indicator of average
salary in higher education institutions with specific learn-
ing conditions was included not to describe general well-be-
ing, but as an indicator of institutional capacity to support



and retain qualified staff, invest time in developing digital
content, and maintain the stability of teaching teams in a
long-term crisis. At the same time, experts allow the main
aspects of digitalisation itself to be reflected. These include
educational content, access for applicants, staff competence
and resource provision. Table 1 shows that all indicators had
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a steady upward trend until 2021 (with particularly sharp
progress in 2020-2021 due to the widespread introduction
of distance learning during the pandemic). Since the selected
indicators have different units of measurement and scales,
they were brought to a comparable scale by normalising the
data before the integrated assessment (Table 2).

Table 1. Initial data for modelling

Macro level (M1-M4)

Selected indicators for modelling 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Level of digital literacy of the population, % 24.9 31.2 39.7 44.2 56.7
Level of legal and regulatory literacy of the population, % 28.5 33.6 45.1 51.2 62.9
Unemployment rate, % 9.2 9.5 10.2 21.1 17.4
Household income, UAH billion 3,248.7 3,744.4 4,045.1 4,863.5 5,257.1
Educational level (H1-H4)
Selected indicators for modelling 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Share of higher education institutions with specific
learning conditions that apply information and 76.7 82.6 88.2 95.3 99.1
communication technologies, %
Share of higher education institutions with specific
learning conditions that use artificial intelligence-based 2.3 11.4 14.2 31.9 43.3
systems, %
Average level of digital competence in higher education
institutions with specific learning conditions, [0-1] 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7
Average salary in higher education institutions with 10.5 141 14.3 14.9 17.5

specific learning conditions, thousand UAH

Source: compiled by the authors based on data from the State Statistics Service of Ukraine (2023) and the results of expert analysis

Table 2. Normalised values of indicators of the level of digitalisation
of the educational process in higher education institutions with specific learning conditions

Educational level (H1-H4)

Selected indicators for modelling 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Share of higher education institutions with specific
learning conditions that apply information and 0 0.263 0.513 0.83 1
communication technologies, %
Share of higher education institutions with specific
learning conditions that use artificial intelligence- 0 0.222 0.29 0.722 1
based systems, %
Average level of digital competence in higher
education institutions with specific learning 0 0.025 0.5 0.75 1
conditions, [0-1]
Average salary in higher education institutions with 0 0514 0.543 0.629 1

specific learning conditions, thousand UAH

Source: compiled by the authors

Next, based on the normalised data, the integral edu-
cational index of the digitisation of the educational process
in higher education institutions with specific learning con-
ditions was calculated for each year. The values obtained
show a steady and virtually continuous increase in the level
of digitisation throughout the period 2019-2023. Thus, in
2019, the index was at its lowest level. However, in 2020
and 2021, accelerated growth was observed, reflecting the
widespread introduction of distance learning formats under
the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as active
investments by universities in digital infrastructure and the
development of basic digital competencies among lecturers.
In 2022, the index rose despite the destruction of material
resources, the evacuation of staff and students, and security

threats. This shows that martial law did not stop digitali-
sation but, on the contrary, made it a critically necessary
mechanism for maintaining the continuity of the education-
al process in institutions with specific learning conditions. In
2023, the index reached its maximum value, which means
the highest concentration of digital practices using artificial
intelligence-based systems in five years, growth in the digi-
tal competence of staff, and the ability of institutions to re-
tain qualified personnel and maintain the functioning of a
secure educational infrastructure. Thus, 2022 is not a failed
period of digitalisation, but rather a year of rapid accelera-
tion in the transition to sustainable digital solutions, while
2023 marks the peak of adaptation and stabilisation of the
education system under martial law, as reflected in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Dynamics of changes in the integral educational index of digitisation
of the educational process in higher education institutions with specific learning conditions for 2019-2023

Source: compiled by the authors

Naturally, given all the conditions, the index gradually
increases, which indicates a gradual recovery of the digi-
tal potential of education even under the conditions of an
ongoing state of martial law. This has been facilitated by
the adaptation of institutions and support from the state
itself and other stakeholders. Next, evaluate how changes
in the external environment, i.e., social and legal condi-
tions, may be related to the level of digitalisation of the
educational process in higher education institutions with
specific learning conditions. The further regression model
based on only three factors, namely digital literacy, regu-
latory literacy, and income. The unemployment rate was
excluded. The reason is that in 2022-2023, sharp changes in
unemployment practically repeat the impact of the general
economic shock, which is already reflected in household in-
come. In addition, only 5 annual observations from 2019 to
2023 were used. This time horizon is not arbitrary. Firstly,
it was during these years that two systemic crises occurred
in succession. These were the COVID-19 pandemic, which
forced higher education institutions to switch to remote for-
mats in 2020-2021, and the full-scale war, which shifted

part of the educational process to emergency digital provi-
sion. Secondly, it is only since 2019 that comparable offi-
cial data has been available on the use of information and
communication technologies, artificial intelligence-based
systems, digital competence of staff and salaries in higher
education institutions with specific learning conditions. For
earlier years, these indicators were either not measured in
a consistent format or did not cover such institutions sepa-
rately. Thus, it is the five-year sample that allows to track
the period when digitalisation ceased to be an auxiliary tool
and became a condition for the survival of the education-
al process in institutions with specific learning conditions.
At the same time, such a sample is statistically very small
for classical econometric analysis. Thus, the level of digi-
tal literacy of the population, the level of legal literacy of
the population, and the household income all show a clear
upward trend over time, as they simultaneously reflect the
growth of society’s ability to work in a digital environment,
the accumulation of legal awareness in the field of access to
information and data protection, and the resource capacity
of families and employees (Table 3).

Table 3. Results of the regression model of the dependence of the educational index
of digitisation of the educational process on macrofactors of socio-legal significance (M1-M3)

Independent variable  Intercept Coefficient Standard error t-statistic p-value R?
p P of the variable of the coefficient of the coefficient of the coefficient
Level of digital literacy _, ;5 0.03092 0.00312 9.91 0.102 0.87
among the population
Level of legal literacy -0.712 0.02741 0.00304 8.99 0.202 0.86
among the population
Household income -1.465 0.00046 0.00003 13.24 0.209 0.88

Source: compiled by the authors

Thus, the values of the coefficients reflect the strength
and direction of influence (minus indicates a negative influ-
ence, plus indicates a positive influence) of the respective
factors on the integral educational index of digitisation of
the educational process in higher education institutions with
specific learning conditions. Statistical significance was as-
sessed using Student’s t-test in accordance with the selected
methodology. A high coefficient of determination confirms
the explanatory power of the model.

Table 3 shows that the coefficient is positive for each
individual factor. This means that the growth of the factor

goes in the same direction as the growth of the integral ed-
ucational index of digitisation. In other words, in the years
when the digital literacy of the population was higher, the
integral index of digitisation of institutions with specific
learning conditions was also higher. The same is observed
for the regulatory and legal literacy of the population and
for the household income. It should be noted that in this
case, only 5 annual expert observations for the period 2019-
2023 and three independent variables were studied. The co-
efficients are sensitive to any change in the initial data, the
standard errors are large, and the t-statistics and p-levels do
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not give grounds to assert the proven existence of a causal
effect. All p levels do not exceed 0.30, i.e. the probability

that the observed effect is random noise is less than 30% for
each factor (Fig. 2).
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Figure 2. Relationship between the integral educational index of digitisation
of the educational process in higher education institutions and macrofactors of a socio-legal nature

Source: compiled by the authors

Based on the analysis conducted, it is appropriate to
formulate specific regulatory proposals and practical guide-
lines for higher education institutions with specific learning
conditions. Firstly, at the legislative level, mandatory digital

and legal training for all academic and teaching staff should
be established as an element of professional development.
For institutions with specific learning conditions, this is crit-
ical, as their staff work with restricted information, military
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data, and official service data; a legal error by a lecturer or
an e-learning platform administrator could result in a leak of
official information or a violation of students’ rights.

Another area concerns the security of the digital educa-
tional environment. Article 16 of Law of Ukraine No. 1556-
VII “On Higher Education” (2014), through its requirements
for the higher education quality assurance system, imposes
an obligation on higher education institutions to ensure the
availability of information systems for the effective manage-
ment of the educational process, as well as the professional
development of employees and the provision of resources for
the educational process. For institutions with specific learn-
ing conditions, this is not enough, as such institutions pro-
cess confidential personal and official data, including data
on cadets and law enforcement personnel, defence research
materials and training results. Thus, it is proposed to sup-
plement Article 16 with a direct requirement for higher ed-
ucation institutions with specific learning conditions to im-
plement and regularly audit information security and cyber
protection policies based on the ISO/IEC 27001:2022 (2022)
information security management standard, with a clear dis-
tinction between the access of lecturers, cadets and techni-
cal staff to internal educational platforms. This clarification
should provide a legislative basis for internal regulations on
the storage of official information, logging of access to ed-
ucational databases, response to cyber incidents and disci-
plinary responsibility for violations of digital security in the
learning process.

The continuity of the educational process in crisis con-
ditions should be ensured at the level of law. Order of the
Ministry of Education and Science No. 235 (2022) obliged
heads of higher education institutions to ensure the pro-
tection of participants in the educational process, organise
evacuation if necessary, create opportunities for receiving
evacuated students and teachers, and confirm the availa-
bility of electronic educational platforms, learning man-
agement systems, server capacities and the possibility
of continuing education in a blended or distance format.
This document set a precedent for crisis management in
education, but it works as a temporary order. For institu-
tions with specific learning conditions, which often have
mobilisation tasks and cannot stop training personnel even
during martial law, it is advisable to include a separate pro-
vision on digital resilience and a plan for the continuity of
the educational process in the Law of Ukraine “On Higher
Education”. Such a provision should oblige institutions to
maintain backup secure servers, duplicate educational con-
tent, secure remote access channels, online identification
procedures for students and lecturers, and mechanisms for
quickly transferring training to a remote or blended format
without loss of quality. This would elevate the temporary
requirements of Order of the Ministry of Education and Sci-
ence No. 235 (2022) to the status of a permanent obligation
and would establish that digital infrastructure is not auxil-
iary, but rather an element of national security in the field
of security and defence personnel training.

It is necessary to strengthen socio-economic guaran-
tees and incentives for personnel who ensure the digitisa-
tion of the educational process in institutions with specific
learning conditions. Article 59 of Law of Ukraine No. 1556-
VII (2014) guarantees scientific and pedagogical workers
appropriate working conditions, professional development,
social and pension benefits, and provides for additional

payments for academic degrees and titles, with the insti-
tution having the right to set higher additional payments
from its own revenues. At the same time, the current ver-
sion does not take into account that the administration of
secure electronic learning platforms, cybersecurity support,
the lawful handling of personal data of cadets and teachers,
and the support of remote formats in high-risk modes are in
fact elements of the institution’s critical infrastructure. It is
proposed to supplement Article 59 with a provision on spe-
cial additional payments and allowances for employees who
perform the functions of managing digital infrastructure and
ensuring the information security of the educational process,
in particular in institutions with specific learning conditions.
This has two objectives. First, it reduces the outflow of such
specialists to the private sector and increases the stability of
the workforce. Second, it recognises at the legislative level
that the quality of digitalisation depends not only on tech-
nology, but also on personnel, who must be motivated to
remain in the education system.

The problem of legal certainty of data regimes and trans-
parency of internal regulations remains. The concept of dig-
ital transformation of education and science defines the ac-
cessibility and reliability of data in the field of education and
science as a separate strategic goal, as well as the need for
transparent and effective services and processes. Thus, Or-
der of the Ministry of Education and Science No. 235 (2022)
requires higher education institutions under martial law
to ensure the protection of participants in the educational
process, including the organisation of safe distance learning
and joint administration of the educational process between
different institutions, which in fact means the exchange of
personal files, journals and educational records between in-
stitutions. For institutions with specific learning conditions,
such exchange includes data on cadets’ military ranks, infor-
mation on service records and professional training results,
which are highly sensitive. Thus, a separate provision should
be added to Law of Ukraine No. 1556-VII (2014) should be
amended to include a separate provision for institutions with
specific learning conditions stating that any transfer of edu-
cational data between institutions is only possible subject to
documented agreement on the access and protection regime,
specifying the responsible official, the retention period for
copies and the procedure for deletion after the joint adminis-
tration of the educational process has been completed. Such
a provision should be reflected in the internal regulations of
each institution and be subject to external audit, for example
during the accreditation of educational programmes, since
accreditation is defined by law as a mechanism for assessing
the quality of educational activities and a tool for improving
the quality of higher education.

Thus, the above-proposed system of measures covers key
areas. In particular, from the development of digital and legal
competencies and cyber security to interoperability, financ-
ing, ethical communication and inclusiveness. The introduc-
tion of such socio-legal mechanisms, with clear indicators and
defined responsibilities, will create a comprehensive legal
framework. It is this framework that will ensure a sustaina-
ble, secure and high-quality digital transformation of the ed-
ucational process in Ukrainian higher education institutions
under the specific learning conditions dictated by wartime.

In conclusion, it should be emphasised once again that
the war, like the COVID-19 pandemic, will end one day, but
digitalisation will not. It is a rapid and constant external



phenomenon that will always influence the educational pro-
cess and remain relevant even in the most critical circum-
stances. The Ukrainian higher education system has demon-
strated its ability to adapt digitally in a state of martial law,
and this experience may serve as a basis for the rapid devel-
opment of educational technologies in the post-war period.
It should be remembered that the most important factors for
success will be investment in infrastructure, staff training
(digital and legal literacy), and stable regulatory and legal
support that takes into account the specifics of a particular
higher education institution.

Discussion

The study showed that the digitisation of the educational
process in higher education institutions with specific learn-
ing conditions is not a local technological modernisation,
but rather a systemic condition for maintaining educational
activities in a state of constant stress, which combines the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and martial law. Thus,
this result partially aligns with some previous works, but
also demonstrates certain discrepancies that need to be
explained. For example, G. Griban et al. (2022) note that
the key condition for effective teaching is not so much for-
mal training in the specialty as the ability of the lecturer to
maintain stable communication with students in the digital
space, adapt content, provide instant feedback, and main-
tain educational interaction in conditions of instability. The
authors emphasise the importance of combining profession-
al, communicative and digital components in the training
system for teaching staff. In this respect, the above results
support them, as the integrated educational digitisation in-
dex reflects not only the technical availability of platforms,
but also the readiness of staff to work consistently in a dig-
ital environment. However, this work focuses not only on
the lecturer, but on the entire organisation of the institu-
tion with its regulatory, security and resource base. This
is not always taken into account in studies of pedagogical
skills, but it is crucial for institutions with specific learning
conditions, where a secure digital channel is also an ele-
ment of the legal regime of access to information, and not
just a pedagogical style of communication. O. Sadovets et
al. (2025) argue that gamification increases student engage-
ment, makes it easier to maintain attention in a distance
learning format, increases motivation and promotes inde-
pendent student work. The analysis focuses on the student’s
experience in the digital environment, the ability to main-
tain learning dynamics through game elements and mech-
anisms of immediate reinforcement of results. At the same
time, within the framework of this study, it is worth sup-
porting the thesis that student motivation mechanisms and
pedagogical tools for maintaining attention are important.
However, this study measured a different level of the prob-
lem. For institutions with specific learning conditions, digi-
talisation is a prerequisite for maintaining the continuity of
the educational process in principle, including disciplinary
control, information protection and the legal regime of ac-
cess. Thus, this analysis expands on the well-known logic of
gamification, adding a legal and security dimension, with-
out which recommendations such as making learning more
interesting may not be sufficient for this type of institution.

Also, for example, K. Dzhedzhera (2023) focuses on mo-
tivational factors for ensuring the quality of education in the
context of distance learning in higher education institutions.
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At the same time, it is necessary to support these conclusions
from the perspective of the internal logic of the educational
process. This is fully consistent with what was observed in
the data obtained on the steady growth of digital competence
among staff and the spread of practices using digital plat-
forms and systems based on artificial intelligence. However,
the above analysis shows a different picture regarding the
source of this stability. Thus, the quality of distance learning
in institutions with specific learning conditions is support-
ed not only by the psychological and organisational support
of the lecturer. It depends on the existence of legal norms
that allow the educational process to continue under martial
law, on cyber protection that prevents the leakage of official
data, and on the institutional retention of qualified person-
nel through salaries. A. Al-Abdullatif et al. (2020) concluded
that without the systematic formation of a legal culture of
digital behaviour among students, no technological modern-
isation of education will be safe. The current study supports
this thesis and does not simply repeat it, but confirms with
data that the legal component is an integral structural el-
ement of digital resilience, not an optional addition. This
study showed that the regulatory and legal literacy of the
population demonstrates a positive correlation with the inte-
gral educational index of digitalisation. For example, a study
by D.M. Quinn (2003) analysed the legal risks of introducing
educational technologies into the activities of educational
institutions and management teams, in particular the issues
of access to students’ personal data, copyright on education-
al materials, and the administration’s responsibility for the
functioning of the virtual educational environment.

A comparison of the results obtained with current sci-
entific approaches revealed both points of intersection, par-
ticularly regarding the role of lecturers’ digital competence,
gamification, and student motivation mechanisms, and sig-
nificant differences due to the special legal and security sta-
tus of such institutions. Unlike studies that focus primarily
on pedagogical or psychological aspects, the present study
demonstrates that digital resilience is formed through the
integration of regulatory, organisational, cybersecurity, and
human resource components, without which no innovative
methods can be effective or secure. Thus, digitalisation is a
complex condition for the functioning of the education sys-
tem in a high-risk environment, and the legal culture of digi-
tal behaviour is an integral factor in its stability and security.

Conclusions
In conclusion, it should be emphasised that within the scope
of this study, it was possible to construct an integrated edu-
cational index of the digitisation of the educational process
in higher education institutions with specific learning con-
ditions and to track its dynamics in the period from 2019
to 2023. The index grew throughout the period, starting
from very low values in 2019 to almost maximum values
in 2023. The growth accelerated initially due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, when learning was forced to move online
and universities invested in digital infrastructure and digital
competencies of staff. Then, in 2022, the index continued
to rise despite the destruction of physical infrastructure, the
evacuation of staff and students, communication disruptions
and other consequences of martial law. This means that even
extreme conditions did not stop digitalisation, but made it
the only way to maintain the continuity of the educational
process in institutions with specific learning conditions. At
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the same time, educational institutions with specific learn-
ing conditions face additional challenges in the context of
digitalisation. These include restrictions on network access
for security reasons, the need to protect confidential infor-
mation, strict discipline and regulations. In wartime, many
of them have been relocated or suffered staff losses. Legal
aspects are particularly important here, such as compliance
with secrecy regimes, cybersecurity, and standards for edu-
cation during special periods. The Ukrainian higher educa-
tion system has demonstrated its ability to adapt to digitali-
sation under martial law, and this experience may serve as a
basis for the rapid development of educational technologies
in the post-war period. A promising area for further research
could be an in-depth analysis of the state of information pro-
tection in higher education institutions with specific learn-
ing conditions, correlating with their level of digitalisation
and legal literacy.

The results obtained allow to conclude that the digital
competence and legal literacy of staff should be enshrined in
legislation as a mandatory element of professional develop-
ment for scientific and pedagogical workers in institutions
with specific learning conditions. Article 16 of the Law of
Ukraine “On Higher Education” should be supplemented
with a requirement for such institutions to have and regular-
ly review internal cybersecurity and data management pol-
icies with clear access restrictions to educational platforms

and documented responsibility for violations of information
handling procedures. The provisions of Order No. 235 of the
Ministry of Education and Science on the continuity of the
educational process during martial law should be translated
into a permanent legislative norm on digital resilience. This
means having backup secure servers, duplicating education-
al content, procedures for identifying participants in the on-
line educational process, and being ready to instantly switch
to remote or blended formats without losing quality.

A promising area for further research is a comprehensive
study of the relationship between the level of digitalisation,
legal literacy, and the state of information security in higher
education institutions with specific learning conditions, par-
ticularly in the legal dimension, with regard to compliance
of internal policies with the requirements of martial law,
access regimes, cybersecurity, and the regulatory framework
for digital resilience.
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Abstract. The relevance of the topic was determined by the need to increase the effectiveness of the criminal law protection
of the marine environment from pollution. The purpose of the study was to develop a scientifically substantiated approach
to interpreting the content of the subject matter of the criminal offence as a constructive element of the corpus delicti
provided for in Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. Achieving this goal was made possible through the use of a
complex of scientific cognition methods: hermeneutic, formal logical, systemic and structural, comparative legal, etc. It
was established that the first form of the criminal offence under Part 1 of Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine was
constructed as a single delict with derivative consequences, characterised by several direct objects and subjects matter
of the offence. It was substantiated that marine pollution is a conventional crime; therefore, the provisions of relevant
international legal agreements to which Ukraine is a party, rather than national legislation, should take precedence in
interpreting its constructive elements. The position that the subject matter of marine pollution (Art. 243 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine) is the marine environment was supported, and its components were identified as marine waters, the
seabed, subsoil, and the coast. It was proposed that the sea coast be understood as lands that are washed (periodically
covered or flooded) by coastal sea waters. The conclusion was drawn that the living resources of the sea (marine organisms)
are not part of the marine environment, but they should also be recognised as a subject matter of the investigated crime

Keywords: criminal law norm; subject matter of the offence; conventional crime; UNCLOS; sea waters; hydrobionts; sea

coast

Introduction
The problems of preserving the natural environment and
regenerating natural resources remain among the most se-
rious challenges for humanity, upon which its survival de-
pends. However, as anthropogenic pressure on the planet
intensifies, the level of environmental pollution is rising;
specifically, the state of the marine environment is criti-
cally deteriorating. The Marine Environmental Strategy of
Ukraine (2021) identifies river runoff, the discharge of re-
turn waters and wastewater from stationary coastal sourc-
es, diffuse pollution, and pollution originating from sea
vessels as the primary sources of pollution in the Azov and
Black Seas. For the fourth consecutive year, the activities
of the Russian occupation forces have also constituted such
a source, specifically through the aggressor’s destruction of
port infrastructure, the blowing up of dams, the shelling of
oil depots, sewage treatment plants and pumping stations,
the manoeuvring of naval vessels, missile launches from sub-
marines, discharges of spent rocket fuel, and chemical pol-
lution of the marine environment caused by sunken ships,
downed munitions, etc. These aforementioned threats re-
quire Ukraine to implement effective legal mechanisms to
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counter acts resulting in marine pollution, particularly by
establishing criminal liability for the violation of relevant
rules, regulations, standards, and other requirements regard-
ing ecological (biological) safety.

One of the key features influencing the correct legal
qualification of the offence and the imposition of a fair and
proportionate punishment on the perpetrator is the subject
matter of the criminal offence. Both law enforcement prac-
tice and doctrinal approaches to interpreting this specific
objective feature of the elements of the crime of marine
pollution (Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, 2001)
indicate that this issue remains debatable; no unified opin-
ion regarding the understanding of the content of the subject
matter of this criminal offence has been developed.

Ukrainian researchers have dedicated their academic
works to the comprehensive study of the criminal law pro-
tection of the sea and other water bodies from pollution.
For instance, 1. Berdnik (2020), examining marine pollution
among other “environmental crimes” encroaching on water
resources, noted that the subject matter in the composition
of this crime was a mandatory “component” of its object.
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In characterising the subject matter of marine pollution
(Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, 2001), the re-
searcher referred to relevant international regulations in
this sphere and suggested replacing the term “sea” used by
the Ukrainian legislator with the phrase “marine environ-
ment”. However, her conclusions regarding the content of
the subject matter of this crime were somewhat contradic-
tory. O. Sudets (2021), within the scope of researching the
criminal law principles of liability for violations of water
legislation, mentioned the mandatory objective features of
the criminal offence provided for in Art. 243 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine (2001), yet did not dwell on their charac-
teristics in detail. V. Matviichuk and V. Oliinyk (2022) ded-
icated a comprehensive monographic study to highlighting
the theoretical and practical problems of the criminal law
protection of the sea from pollution and littering. Howev-
er, the scholars concentrated on interpreting the content of
such concepts as “internal marine and territorial waters of
Ukraine”, “waters of the exclusive (marine) economic zone
of Ukraine”, and “the high seas”, whilst the provisions of
relevant international legal agreements to which Ukraine
is a party remained outside their academic attention.
I. Khar (2022) examined the problems of the criminal law
protection of water bodies from pollution, littering, and de-
pletion (Art. 242 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, 2001);
thus, the focus of her scientific interest lay in the plane of a
different criminal offence. Therefore, the researcher’s refer-
ence to the content of the subject matter of marine pollution
was rather superficial and lacked proper argumentation.

Criminal law and criminological problems of marine en-
vironment pollution have also been investigated by many
researchers. For example, A. Garcia Ruiz et al. (2020), with-
in the scope of researching “blue crime” — crimes causing
harm to the marine environment — classified the disposal of
toxic waste and the illegal discharge of oil and garbage from
vessels as among the most harmful categories of environ-
mental crimes possessing a transnational character. In this
context, the researchers identified marine living resources,
marine life, marine waters (national and international),
and coastal and marine ecosystems as the objects of crim-
inal impact. M. Lynch and M. Long (2022), in their review
of the development paths of “green” criminology, pointed
to the fact that this branch of criminological research dif-
fers from conventional criminology, which is centred on
humans, by studying the environmental harm caused by
humans to ecosystems and various biological species that
fall victim to human development. Although the research-
ers did not interpret the objective features of crimes against
the environment in this work, their assertion that harm to
aquatic ecosystems from pollution consists not only in the
deterioration of their normal functioning and the provision
of relevant ecological services but also in the negative im-
pact on species for which specific waters serve as a habitat is
valuable. Z. Aliozi (2025), investigating “blue crimes”, i.e.,
criminal acts causing harm to oceans and marine life, raised
the problem of criminalisation at international and national
levels of criminal behaviour leading to the destruction of
the marine environment (including overfishing, marine pol-
lution, habitat destruction, and illegal waste dumping). The
researcher included both marine life, including endangered
species, and marine ecosystems, and the oceanic, marine,
and coastal environment, in the subject matter of such crim-
inal encroachments.

The purpose of this study was to develop a scientifically
grounded approach to interpreting the content of the subject
matter as a mandatory feature of the elements of the crime
of marine pollution, as provided for in Art. 243 of the Crim-
inal Code of Ukraine (2001).

Materials and methods

Conceptually, the research was based on the theory of crim-
inal law of Ukraine; however, separate relevant provisions
of environmental law, maritime law, and criminology were
also applied. In the course of the research, a complex of
methods of scientific cognition was used. Thus, the herme-
neutic method was employed for the theoretical comprehen-
sion of the content of concepts used by the legislator to char-
acterise the constructive features of the elements of marine
pollution, and for the interpretation of relevant definitions
from the perspective of criminal law science. The dogmatic
(formal logical) method was applied in distinguishing the
place of commission of the unlawful encroachment on the
marine environment from the subject matter of this crime.
The systemic and structural method was used during the
study of the components of the marine environment as ele-
ments of a single whole, and in determining the place of the
subject matter of encroachment within the structure of the
object of the elements of the criminal offence. The compar-
ative legal method proved useful in analysing the provisions
of Ukrainian, foreign, and international legislation regarding
marine pollution, and in the process of juxtaposing positions
existing in criminal law doctrine regarding the subject mat-
ter of this criminal offence. The study also reflected methods
of analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction, and the
logical and semantic method in defining concepts and terms,
and formulating conclusions.

The research process followed a certain staging: after
substantiating the relevance of the subject of scientific in-
quiry for contemporary theory and practice of criminal law
qualification, and stating the complex structure of the ele-
ments of the crime under study in general and its subject
matter in particular, the results of research by legal scholars
on this issue were analysed. Next, the relevant provisions
of national and international legislation, to which the dis-
position of the criminal law provision under study refers,
were examined. Subsequently, scientific and encyclopaedic
literature, including national, subnational, and international
legal acts allowing for the determination of the content of
definitions directly related to the subject of this research,
were processed.

Specifically, the following acts of Ukrainian legislation
were used: the Criminal Code of Ukraine (2001), the Land
Code of Ukraine (2001), the Water Code of Ukraine (1995),
the Laws of Ukraine “On the Exclusive (Marine) Econom-
ic Zone of Ukraine” (1995), “On Environmental Protec-
tion” (1991), the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine “On Approval of the Rules for the Protection of Inter-
nal Marine Waters and the Territorial Sea from Pollution and
Littering” (1996), and the Order of the Cabinet of Ministers
of Ukraine “On Approval of the Marine Environmental Strat-
egy of Ukraine” (2021), international legal acts: Convention
on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes
and Other Matter (1972), International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (1973), United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982), Convention on the
Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution (1992), and



Agenda 21 (1992). To substantiate the relevance of the cho-
sen subject of research, statistical data from the Office of the
Prosecutor General on registered criminal offences and the
results of their pre-trial investigation, the Unified State Reg-
ister of Court Decisions, and the EMBLAS report “National
Pilot Monitoring Studies and Joint Open Sea Surveys in Geor-
gia, Russian Federation and Ukraine” (2018) were utilised.

Results and discussion

Studies show that the main pollutants of the marine environ-
ment are oil products, organochlorine hydrocarbons, pesti-
cides, perfluorinated substances, dioxins, and heavy metals.
All these compounds accumulate in food chains, with hu-
mans being the final link. Furthermore, the level of pollution
of seawater with pathogenic and conditionally pathogenic
microflora is constantly increasing, which harms human
health, leading, in particular, to an increase in morbidity
among the population in coastal recreational areas (EM-
BLAS, 2018; Prekrasna et al., 2022).

Such a state of the marine environment requires the im-
plementation of systemic measures to minimise existing eco-
logical and biological threats, restore marine bioresources,
and prevent pollution of the marine environment. One of
the ways to ensure the protection of the marine environ-
ment from negative anthropogenic impact is the introduc-
tion of effective legal mechanisms to counteract acts result-
ing in marine pollution. One of the avenues for ensuring the
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protection of the marine environment against negative an-
thropogenic impact is the criminalisation of acts that cause
harm to it or pose a real threat of inflicting such harm.

The liability of legal persons for pollution of the marine
environment is established in Art. 26 of the Law of Ukraine
No. 162/95-BP (1995). Natural persons bear criminal lia-
bility for committing relevant socially dangerous acts under
Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (2001). However,
an analysis of law enforcement practice shows that despite
the prevalence of such offences, combined with their sig-
nificant latency, the effectiveness of this criminal law norm
is low. Specifically, according to official statistics, from
2013 to 2024, 50 criminal offences were registered under
the elements of marine pollution — Art. 243 of the Crim-
inal Code of Ukraine (2001) (2013 - 5, 2014 - 1, 2015 —
8, 2016 - 5, 2017 - 6, 2018 - 6, 2019 - 1, 2020 — 4, 2021 -
6, 2022 - 1, 2023 - 1, 2024 - 6). Moreover, not a single
criminal proceeding with this qualification was sent to court
with an indictment (Fig. 1). This telling statistic is confirmed
by data from the Unified State Register of Court Decisions,
which contains no court verdicts finding persons guilty of
committing criminal offences under Art. 243 of the Crimi-
nal Code of Ukraine (2001). The only court decision in the
register related to the issue under investigation is a court
order scheduling a case for trial (Decision of Chornomorskyi
District Court of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in the
case No. 123/2258/2012, 2012).

were registered  Ewere sent to court

W h 01N 0 O

1_

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Figure 1. Practice of criminal proceeding under Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine
Source: developed by the author based on the Prosecutor General’s Office (2024)

One of the reasons for the insufficient effectiveness of
criminal law norms prohibiting the most dangerous encroach-
ments on the marine environment, according to A. Myroni-
uk (2019), is the mismatch between the punishment and the
severity of the crime, particularly the low fines. V. Matvii-
chuk and V. Oliinyk (2022) called such norms “overly com-
plicated both for understanding their mandatory elements
and for their application in practice”. V. Barvenko (2019)
pointed to shortcomings in the actions of law enforcement
agencies at the initial stage of investigating marine pollu-
tion, which often lead to the closure of criminal proceedings
and the application of administrative law norms.

Under such condition, it can be argued that the low ef-
fectiveness of the criminal law norm provided for in Art. 243
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine is caused by all the afore-
mentioned factors in combination: the specific manner in
which the legislator has formulated its disposition and sanc-
tion, errors made by law enforcement practitioners when
legally qualifying marine pollution, and the insufficient

scholarly elaboration of this issue within criminal law doc-
trine. Thus, research into the problem of ensuring the pro-
tection of the sea against pollution through criminal law
measures is topical and meets the needs of contemporary
law enforcement practice.

Part 1 of Article 243 of the Criminal Code of
Ukraine (2001) defines criminal liability for acts involving
marine pollution and establishes a system of sanctions that
includes three alternative principal penalties — namely a
monetary penalty, restriction of freedom, or custodial sen-
tence —including an optional supplementary sanction in the
form of a prohibition on holding certain offices or carrying
out specific activities. These measures apply to any natural
person who polluted the sea (Ukraine’s internal sea waters,
territorial sea, or exclusive (marine) economic zone) with
materials or substances harmful to human life or health, or
with waste as a result of a violation of special rules, provid-
ed that such conduct endangers individuals, marine living
resources, or interferes with the lawful use of the sea. The
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specified sanctions are also applied for the unlawful dis-
charge or dumping of said materials, substances, or waste
within the internal maritime or territorial waters of Ukraine
or on the high seas.

Thus, from the objective side, the investigated crime can
be committed in two alternative forms: 1) violation of special
rules, resulting in the pollution of the sea with harmful materi-
als, substances, or waste, thereby creating a danger to human
life or health or to the living resources of the sea, or the pos-
sibility of hindering lawful uses of the sea; 2) illegal dumping
or burial of such materials, substances, or waste in the sea.

It is obvious that the first form of this crime is formulated
by the legislator as a single delict, complicated in its content,
specifically of the type of criminal offences with derivative
(remote) consequences. Their specific feature is that the in-
termediate and derivative consequences occur sequentially,
one after another, as a result of a person committing a single
socially dangerous act (Shamsutdinov, 2025). Specifically,
the violation of special rules (the act) leads to the pollution
of the sea (the intermediate consequence), which, in turn,
creates a real danger to human life, health, and the living re-
sources of the sea (the derivative consequence). This construc-
tion of the corpus delicti of the investigated criminal offence
demonstrates the mandatory presence of additional direct
objects, and accordingly, subjects matter and victims, who
are harmed or threatened with harm by such encroachments.

Almost all researchers agree with the statement that
the corpus delicti of marine pollution (Criminal Code of
Ukraine, 2001) is characterised by several additional direct
objects. For example, O. Dudorov and R. Movchan (2024) de-
fined the main direct object of the crime under Art. 243 of
the Criminal Code of Ukraine as the order of use and protec-
tion of the sea and the ecological safety of the marine envi-
ronment, with additional objects being the life and health of
a person, property, etc. V. Matviichuk and V. Oliinyk (2022)
proposed the following formulation for the main and addi-
tional direct objects of this crime: 1) the main direct object
of this crime is the social relations that ensure conditions for
the proper protection, rational use, reproduction, and im-
provement of marine waters in a state favourable for the life
activities of present and future generations; 2) the additional
direct object of this crime is the social relations that ensure
conditions for the protection of human life and health, ma-
rine bioresources, marine recreational resources, and other
lawful uses of the sea. However, the existing positions in
criminal law doctrine regarding the definition of the subject
matter of the investigated corpus delicti indicate the need for
a more in-depth study of this issue.

Thus, V. Matviichuk and V. Oliinyk (2022) argued that
the subjects matter of a criminal offence provided for in
Part 1 of Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (2001)
are: 1) the waters of the internal sea of Ukraine; 2) the wa-
ters of the territorial sea of Ukraine; 3) the waters of the ex-
clusive (marine) economic zone of Ukraine; 4) the waters of
the high seas. These scholars proposed to unite these subjects
under the generic concept of “sea waters (marine waters)”.
When considering the issue of distinguishing the violation
of water protection rules (Art. 242) from related delicts,
L. Khar (2022), O. Dudorov and Ye. Pysmensky (2024) also
named the waters of the internal sea, the high seas, the terri-
torial sea waters of Ukraine, and the waters of the exclusive
(marine) economic zone of Ukraine as the subject matter of
marine pollution (Art. 243). I. Kopotun (2025) defined the

subject matter of the elements of the criminal offence under
study in a similar manner.

This approach compelled the author to make certain
reservations. Firstly, by speaking of several subjects of this
criminal offence, the mentioned scholars are, in fact, point-
ing to several types of marine areas with different regimes of
national jurisdiction. The indication in the disposition of the
investigated norm of causing significant harm to the object
of criminal law protection “within” specific marine waters
denotes not the subject matter, but the “crime scene”. Oth-
er scholars have reached the same conclusion. For instance,
T. Rodionova (2018), in her comprehensive study of the
crime scene by criminal law of Ukraine, stated that Art. 243
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (2001) contains a direct
indication of the place of the crime as a constitutive element
of its corpus delicti. A. Prytula (2010), researching the prob-
lem of the state’s criminal law jurisdiction in the exclusive
(marine) economic zone, noted that the legislator in Part 1
of Art. 243 of the Code has formulated a disposition that
established the crime scene as a systemic feature of the crim-
inalisation of the act. I. Berdnik (2020) also recognised the
place of the crime (the boundaries of certain marine waters)
as a mandatory element of the corpus delicti of the criminal
offende provided for in Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of
Ukraine (2001).

Secondly, defining the subject matter of the investigated
crime as marine waters indicates that the proponents of this
approach were primarily guided by acts of national environ-
mental legislation, such as the Water Code of Ukraine (1995),
the Law of Ukraine No. 1264-XII (1991), the Rules for the
Protection of Internal Sea Waters and the Territorial Sea of
Ukraine from Pollution and Contamination (Resolution of
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 269, 1996), etc. For ex-
ample, the Water Code operates with terms such as “water
pollution” (Art. 1) and “protection of waters from pollution”
(Chapter 20); the Law on Environmental Protection lists wa-
ters among other objects of legal environmental protection
(Art. 5); the Rules for the Protection of Internal Sea Waters
and the Territorial Sea of Ukraine from Pollution and Con-
tamination use the terms “internal sea waters of Ukraine”,
“coastal sea waters” (to define the territorial sea of Ukraine),
and “water pollution”. The Water Code of Ukraine (1995) un-
derstands “water pollution” as the introduction of pollutants
into water bodies, i.e., substances brought into a water body
as a result of human economic activity (Art. 1). The Code
includes the sea as a natural element of the environment
where relevant waters are concentrated among water bodies.

At the same time, the sea is not just a water body. The
legal regime of seas and oceans is a global issue, driven by
the need for international transport, the use of sea and ocean
resources by various states for economic, recreational, and
other peaceful purposes, joint scientific research, and envi-
ronmental protection measures. Therefore, a comprehensive
regulation of these needs requires international cooperation,
particularly within the framework of international legal acts.
In this context, the issue of criminal law protection of the
sea at the national level cannot be considered in isolation
from the international legal obligations that Ukraine has un-
dertaken in the field of protecting and preserving the ma-
rine environment. Thus, at the Third UN Conference in 1982
in Montego Bay (Jamaica), the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea — UNCLOS (1982) was opened for
signature, which laid the foundations for the international



legal regime of marine spaces. Ukraine ratified UNCLOS,
which entered into force in 1994, by the Law of Ukraine
No. 728-XIV (1999), meaning the norms of this international
legal act are binding for Ukrainian jurisdiction (Tuliakov &
Stepanenko, 2025). Moreover, Art. 112 of the Water Code
of Ukraine (1995) establishes the primacy of international
legal norms over national ones in this area.

Part XII of UNCLOS (1982) is entirely dedicated to the
protection and preservation of the marine environment. It
contains the norm provided for in Art. 192, which oblig-
es states to protect and preserve the marine environment.
Subsequent norms clarify that to do so, states must take all
measures consistent with the Convention that are necessary
to prevent, reduce, and control pollution of the marine envi-
ronment (Art. 194). One such measure, as stated in Art. 207
of UNCLOS (1982), is the adoption by states of national laws
and regulations that consider international norms, standards,
and recommended practices and procedures in this field.
Similar provisions are also contained in other international
agreements to which Ukraine is a party: the Convention on
the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes
and Other Matter (1972), the International Convention for
the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (1973), as amended
by the Protocols of 1978 and 1997, and the Convention on
the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution (1992).

Under these conditions, T. Korotkyi (2011) rightly noted
that “the existence of relevant obligations for Ukraine allows
classifying the corpus delicti provided for in Art. 243 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine as a conventional crime”. I. Berd-
nik (2017) agreed with this conclusion in her research on the
problems of applying international legal acts in the qualifi-
cation of the criminal offence of “marine pollution”.

It is worth noting that UNCLOS (1982) and the Con-
vention on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollu-
tion (1992) prohibit the pollution not of marine waters, but
of the “marine environment”. In particular, these Conven-
tions define “pollution of the marine environment” as “the
introduction by man, directly or indirectly, of substances or
energy into the marine environment, including estuaries,
which results or is likely to result in such deleterious effects
as harm to living resources and marine life, hazards to hu-
man health, hindrance to marine activities, including fishing
and other legitimate uses of the sea, impairment of quality
for use of sea water and reduction of amenities”. In other
words, international legal prohibitions on marine pollution
are primarily aimed at ensuring the protection of the life
of marine organisms (hydrobionts), public health, and the
preservation of marine resources for their effective and safe
use by humans. The quality of marine waters as such is im-
portant, but, it seems, not the exclusive issue of international
legal regulation.

Therefore, the definition of the subject matter of such
a conventional crime as marine pollution (Art. 243 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine, 2001) does not consist of marine
waters, but of the “marine environment”. Proponents of
this position include T. Korotkyi (2011), O. Melnik (2012),
0. Sudets (2021), and some other scholars. However, these
researchers invest different meanings into this concept. For
example, I. Berdnik (2017) suggested that the concept of
“marine environment” is much broader than the concept of
“sea”, yet she understood it only as internal sea waters, ter-
ritorial waters of Ukraine, and the waters of the exclusive
(marine) economic zone of Ukraine (Berdnik, 2020), i.e.,
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effectively only marine waters. O. Sudets (2021) called the
marine environment, including the seabed and the coast, the
subject matter of the criminal offence under Art. 243 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine (2001). O. Melnik (2012) empha-
sised that, unlike water pollution — Art. 242 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine (2001) - the subject matter of the marine
pollution offence is the marine environment, and the insep-
arably linked living resources of the sea.

Criminologists A. Garcia Ruiz, N. South, and A. Bris-
man pointed out that “blue crime” exerts a devastating
impact on marine living resources, marine life, marine
waters, and coastal and marine ecosystems (Garcia Ruiz et
al., 2020). Representatives of “green” criminology M. Lynch
and M. Long (2022) argued that the victims of aquatic eco-
system pollution are primarily nonhuman animal species.
“Blue crime” researcher Z. Aliozi (2025) classified both
marine life, including iconic species such as dolphins and
whales, and marine ecosystems, the oceanic, marine, and
coastal environments, as the subject matter of marine envi-
ronmental pollution.

O. Tolkachenko (2015a), based on the provisions of
environmental law, defined the marine environment as a
natural complex within which several types of living and
non-living natural resources function. She classified objects
of the animal and plant world of the marine ecosystem as
living resources, and mineral resources as non-living re-
sources. Considering different types of marine pollution, the
researcher effectively included the seabed, marine and sur-
face waters, biodiversity (marine species/organisms), and
the coastal zone as components of the marine environment
(Tolkachenko, 2015b).

Although UNCLOS (1982) and the other mentioned in-
ternational legal acts do not contain a definition of the term
“marine environment”, an analysis of their content indicates
that this concept covers marine waters, the coast, the seabed,
its subsoil, and natural marine resources (both living and
non-living). The Declaration “Agenda 21”, adopted at the
UN Conference on Environment and Development (1992),
states that the marine environment includes “the oceans and
all seas and adjacent coastal areas” (para. 17.1).

Evidently, both international legal and doctrinal ap-
proaches to understanding the marine environment differ
significantly, which negatively affects the effectiveness of the
practical application of the investigated criminal law norm.
It seems that to determine the content of the legal category
“marine environment”, it is necessary first to turn to the se-
mantics of the generic concept “environment”. Specifically,
a Ukrainian explanatory dictionary defines “environment”
as the totality of natural conditions in which the life activity
of any organism takes place (Busel, 2005). Regarding the
marine environment, it refers to the natural conditions for
the life of marine organisms — animals, plants, microorgan-
isms — whose life is impossible without being in seawater.

Whereas this study considers the marine environment
as the subject matter of a criminal offence, specifically ille-
gal pollution, the content of this concept should be defined
considering the possibility of such anthropogenic impact. It
should be recognised that the term “pollution” can be ap-
plied to the abiotic components of the environment, but not
to the biota. Living organisms, on the other hand, can be
infected, poisoned, or destroyed (killed). At the same time,
it is entirely possible to pollute marine waters, the seabed,
the coast, etc., with harmful substances.
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In this context, it is advisable to pay attention to the
coast (coastal strip, coastal zone), which some scholars in-
dicate as one of the components of the subject matter of
the investigated criminal offence. For example, V. Pluhatyr
and O. Kryshevych (2018) called it a “zone of treatment and
recreation” and interpret it as territories of the sea coast that
perform one of these functions and are suitable for it based
on the totality of existing conditions. The current legisla-
tion of Ukraine has the concept of a coastal protective strip,
which (in the context of the sea) is understood as a land plot
along the sea, around sea bays and estuaries, with a width
of at least 2 km from the water’s edge, where a strict regime
of economic activity is established to prevent the pollution
and contamination of such water bodies — Art. 60 of the
Land Code of Ukraine (2001); Art. 88 of the Water Code of
Ukraine (1995). Obviously, such large land areas cannot be
classified as part of the marine environment.

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council
No. 2000/60/EC (2000), which sets out a comprehensive
framework for European Union water policy, defines “coast-
al water” as “surface water on the landward side of a line,
every point of which is at a distance of one nautical mile on
the seaward side from the nearest point of the baseline from
which the breadth of territorial waters is measured, extend-
ing where appropriate up to the outer limit of transitional
waters”. Another Directive of the European Parliament and
of the Council No. 2008/56/EC (2008), which establish-
es a framework for Community action in the field of ma-
rine environmental policy, proposes understanding coastal
marine waters as defined in the aforementioned Directive
No. 2000/60/EC (2000), and the seabed and subsoil, since
specific aspects of the environmental status of the marine
environment are not yet regulated in EU legislation. Such
definitions are fully applicable to the interpretation of the
marine environment, yet they do not provide an answer as
to what constitutes the sea coast.

In the national legislation of foreign jurisdictions, ap-
proaches to understanding coastal areas vary. For instance,
the Law of France No. 86-2 (1986) refers to the coastline as
a geographical entity requiring a special policy of develop-
ment, protection, and improvement. A more detailed defi-
nition of the coastline is contained in the report by M. Pi-
quard (1973), prepared for the Interministerial Commission
on Regional Planning and Development. It defines the coast-
line as the contact zone between land and sea. This zone
includes both the public maritime space (everything covered
or previously covered by the calm sea during the highest
possible March tides) and the hinterland and foreland, ex-
tending several kilometres inland.

In turn, the US Coastal Zone Management Act (1972)
contains the following definition of a coastal zone: “coastal
waters (including the lands therein and thereunder) and the
adjacent shorelands (including the waters therein and there-
under), strongly influenced by each other”. The concept of
“coastal zone” also includes islands, transitional and inter-
tidal areas, salt marshes, wetlands, and beaches. Thus, in the
context of the criminal law prohibition of marine pollution,
the “sea coast” as a component of the marine environment
can be defined as lands washed (periodically covered or
flooded) by coastal marine waters.

In summary, the marine environment, as the subject
matter of the criminal offence provided for in Art. 243 of
the Criminal Code of Ukraine (2001), includes the waters,

seabed, its subsoil, and the sea coast (including estuaries).
Furthermore, the living resources of the sea, which are inex-
tricably linked to the marine environment and for which a
real danger of disease or death is created as a result of its pol-
lution, should also be classified as the subject matter of the
criminal offence under study. Specifically, this refers to ob-
jects of the animal and plant world of the marine ecosystem.

Ultimately, it should be added that awareness of the com-
plexity of the subject matter of marine pollution and a clear un-
derstanding of all its components will facilitate effective law
enforcement. In the future, when the domestic legislator im-
plements the remarks of scholars that criminal law sanctions
in the sphere of environmental protection should be not only
punitive but also restorative — that is, provide for real meas-
ures aimed at restoring the ecosystem damaged as a result of
the committed criminal offence (Mostepaniuk et al., 2025) —
the correct interpretation of the content of the indicated con-
stitutive feature will acquire a fundamentally new meaning.

Conclusions
The study was dedicated to analysing views on the subject mat-
ter of the elements of the crime “Marine Pollution” — Art. 243
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine — developed by Ukrainian
criminal law doctrine, the positions of foreign criminologists
regarding the subject matter of encroachment in the com-
mission of “blue crimes”, and the provisions of Ukrainian,
foreign, and international legislation in the sphere of marine
environment protection containing definitions of relevant
terms. Consequently, the author succeeded in achieving the
set goal — to develop a scientifically grounded approach to
interpreting the content of the subject matter as a manda-
tory objective feature of the elements of marine pollution.

The results of the research have shown that Ukrainian
legal scholars have not paid due attention to relevant in-
ternational legal agreements to which Ukraine is a party,
despite the fact that marine pollution is a convention crime.
It was revealed that existing approaches to interpreting the
subject matter of the elements of the crime provided for
in Art. 243 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine allow for the
conflation of such an objective feature with another — the
place of commission of the criminal offence. An analysis of
domestic environmental protection legislation has demon-
strated that in cases of marine pollution, the attention of the
Ukrainian law enforcement practitioner is focused primarily
on the deterioration of the qualitative characteristics of wa-
ters, whereas international legal acts emphasise the threats
that marine pollution poses to living resources and life in
the sea, and to the quality of services related to the marine
environment.

Research into the provisions of foreign and interna-
tional legislation in the sphere of marine environment pro-
tection, and the conclusions of representatives of “green”
criminology, has allowed the current study to assert that
marine pollution is a criminal offence with a complex sub-
ject matter (poly-subjective); specifically, the subject matter
of encroachment includes the marine environment (abiot-
ic component) and the living resources of the sea (biotic
component). Based on the analysis of the aforementioned
normative and doctrinal provisions, it was summarised
that marine waters, the seabed, its subsoil, and the coast
should be classified as the marine environment, whilst ob-
jects of the animal and plant world of the marine ecosystem
should be classified as the living resources of the sea. The
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generalisation of legal approaches to interpreting the sea  on criminal liability for encroachments on the environment,
coast allowed for the proposal of a proprietary definition of  particularly regarding the safety and cleanliness of relevant
this term from the perspective of criminal law science. water bodies.
Generalising the obtained results, it can be noted that
the conducted research enabled a comprehensive under- Acknowledgements
standing of the content of the subject matter of the criminal = None.
offence under study, aimed at improving law enforcement
practice in the criminal law qualification of acts consisting Funding
of polluting the sea with harmful substances, materials, or = The study was not funded.
waste. A promising area for further research in the sphere
of the criminal law protection of the marine environment Conflict of interest
is seen in the analysis of prospective Ukrainian legislation = None.
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AHoTanisa. AKTyaJIbHICTh TeMH 3yMOBJIEHA HeOOXiJHiCTIO mifgBUINeHHS eeKTUBHOCTI KpUMiHAJIBHO-TIPABOBOI OXOPOHU
MOpPCBKOI'O cepefioBUIA Bif 3abpyaHeHHA. Mera cTaTTi moJiAra€e y BUPOOJIEHHI HayKOBO OOI'PYHTOBAHOIO MigXOmy
0 TJIyMaueHHs 3MIiCTy IpeAMeTa 3JIOYNHHOIO MOCATAaHHA AK KOHCTPYKTUBHOI O3HAKM CKJIAJly KPUMiHaJIBHOTO
MpaBoNoOpylIeHHs, nepenbadeHoro cr. 243 KK Vkpainu. JJoCATHEHHA OKpeCJIeHOI METH CTajo0 MOXJIMBUM 3aBIsAKU
BUKOPHCTAHHIO KOMILJIEKCY METO/1iB HayKOBOIo IIi3HaHH:A, 30KpeMa repMeHeBTUYHOrO (A1 TJIyMauyeHHA KOHCTPYKTHUBHUX
O3HaK cKJIaAy 3abpynHeHHA Mops), dopMajipHO-JoriuHoro (AA BigMeXyBaHHA MicCI[d BYMHEHHS IIPOTUIPABHOIO
IocAraHHA Ha MOpPChbKe cepeoBHUIIle Biff IpeJMeTa I[boro 3JI0YMHY), CUCTEMHO-CTPYKTYPHOTO (/1 BUBYEHH:A CKJIaAOBUX
MOPCBKOT'O CepeJloBHINA fAK €JIeMEeHTIB €IMHOro LiJIoro, BU3HAYeHHsA MiCIA IpeAMeTa MOCATaHHA y CTPYKTypi o0’ekTa
CKJIQly KPUMIHAJIBHOTO IPaBONOPYLIEHH:), MOPiBHAJIBHO-NIPABOBOrO ([JIA 3iCTaBJIEHHA IOJIOXKEHb HalliOHAJIbHOTO
i MiXHApOJHOrO 3aKOHOMABCTBA MIoA0 3abpynHeHHs Mops). KoHcraTtoBaHo, mo mnepma ¢opma KpUMiHAJIBHOTO
MpaBomopyuieHHs, nepeabaderoro 4. 1 cr. 243 KK YkpaiHu, CKOHCTpPyMOBaHA fIK OJAUMHUYHUK OEJIKT i3 MOXiqHUMU
HacjigkaMuy, AJIA SIKOTO XapaKTepHUM € JeKijpka 6e3rnocepefiHix 00’eKTiB i mpeaMeriB mocsaraHHsa. OOI'PyHTOBAHO, II0
3a0pyAHEHHA MOps € KOHBEHL[iNHUM 3JI0YMHOM, TOMY IIDiOPUTETHUMM IIPU TJIyMaueHHi HOro KOHCTPYKTUBHUX O3HaK €
[I0JIOXKEeHHS He HaIliOHaJIbHOI'O 3aKOHOAABCTBA, a BiIIOBiAHMX MiXKHapOJHO-IPABOBUX YIOJl, YYaCHHUIIEIO AKUX € YKpaiHa.
[igTprMaHO MO3uIlii0, 0 npeaMeToM 3a6pyaHeHHs Mops (cT. 243 KK YkpaiHu) € MOpPChKe cepeIoBUIlle, Ta BU3HAYEHO
Taki MOro CkjafioBi: MOPCBKi BOAY, AHO, HAApa, a TaKOX y30epexokdA. 3alpONOHOBAHO IIiJi MOPCBKUM Y30epexikam
PO3yMiTH 3eMJIi, 110 OMUBAIOThCA (MTepiogUYHO MOKPUBAIOTHCA UM 3aTOIUTIOIOTHCA) NpUbepeXXHNMU MOPCHKUMU BOAAMU.
3po6JieHO BUCHOBOK, 10 XUBi pecypcu Mops (MOpChKi opraHi3aMu) He BXOIATh JI0 CKJIaJly MOPCHKOI'O CEpPeIOBUIIA, OJTHAK
IX TaKoX CJIil BU3HATU NPeAMeTOM JOCJIi)KyBaHOTO 3JI0YNHY
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Abstract. The relevance of this work is determined by Ukraine’s urgent need to ensure effective protection of human
rights in the context of European integration and martial law by adapting civil law and procedure to international
standards. The full-scale invasion by the Russian Federation has exacerbated the problem of protecting the rights of
the civilian population and compensating for damage caused by armed aggression. This brings to the fore the issue
of the rapid adaptation of civil liability mechanisms and procedural guarantees to the standards of humanitarian and
international private law, including the effective enforcement of court decisions and the transnational recognition of
claims for compensation. The aim of this work was to develop a comprehensive, phased model for the implementation
of these standards, taking into account European requirements. The study uses comparative legal analysis and IDEFQ
functional modelling. Based on the IDEFO model, it has been established that there are three key interrelated stages:
harmonisation of legislation, institutional transformation and continuous monitoring of implementation. Aspects such as
the reform of judicial governance bodies, the digitisation of judicial proceedings, and the introduction of compensation
mechanisms for violations of the right to a reasonable time were analysed, and the results of the comparative experience of
European Union countries were summarised. It was established that the systematic implementation of the proposed steps
will significantly improve the compliance of Ukrainian civil procedure with international requirements and strengthen
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the trust of society and international partners in the legal system. The practical value of the work lies in the fact that the
results obtained can be used by legislators, judicial authorities, relevant ministries and educational institutions in the
development of regulations, planning of reforms and training of lawyers
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Introduction
The relevance of the chosen topic lies in the fact that, as a
result of the full-scale invasion by the Russian Federation,
profound and radical transformations are taking place in
the national legal system. The latter concern both the coun-
try’s aspirations to join the European Union and the need to
ensure effective protection of human rights and freedoms.
Currently, Ukraine is at a critical stage in its development as
a state, which is reflected in the fact that the level of compli-
ance and adaptability of national regulatory and legal norms
to international standards directly affects not only the stabil-
ity of the legal system, but also economic stability and the
restoration of confidence in the judiciary in the country. No
less critical in this context is the strategic level of security.
Thus, the implementation of the provisions of the European
Convention on Human Rights, EU directives and Council of
Europe standards in the field of civil justice is not only a for-
malised strategic task, but a critical need to ensure an ade-
quate level of justice, especially in the context of martial law,
humanitarian crisis and subsequent reconstruction processes.

In the context of full-scale war with Russia, European
integration and judicial reform, Ukraine must urgently adapt
its civil legislation and processes to international standards.
Ukraine’s accession to the Council of Europe in 1995 and the
ratification of the European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR) in 1997 made European norms part of national law.
Subsequently, the Association Agreement between Ukraine
and the European Union (2014) established the obligation to
harmonise procedural law with EU law and the Conventions
of the Hague Conference. Against this backdrop, a broad ju-
dicial reform took place in 2016-2017: a new court system
was introduced and the requirements for the selection of
judges were raised (European Commission, 2023).

The pandemic and the invasion have further complicat-
ed access to justice and ensuring reasonable time limits for
proceedings. These challenges underscore the need for fur-
ther implementation of Council of Europe and EU standards
(in particular, standards of fair trial, alternative dispute res-
olution, consumer protection, etc.) into the Ukrainian sys-
tem. These standards refer, first and foremost, to the Council
of Europe’s guarantees of fair trial, enshrined in the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights (1950) and elaborated
in the practice of the European Court of Human Rights, in
particular the right of access to a court, the right to have
a case heard by an independent and impartial court, pub-
licity, equality of arms and adversarial proceedings, prop-
er reasoning of court decisions, and consideration within a
reasonable time. In addition, the Council of Europe’s instru-
ments on the management of time and the quality of justice
are taken into account, in particular the approaches of the
European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice and the
Centre for the Management of Judicial Time, and, in terms
of alternative dispute resolution, Recommendation of the
Committee of Ministers No. (2002)10 (2002) on mediation
in civil matters and the European Union’s legal framework
for mediation and out-of-court settlements. This adaptation
is enshrined in the Constitution of Ukraine (1996) — ratified

treaties are part of national legislation. Thus, in view of the
war and integration into the EU, Ukraine must make efforts
to implement the European Convention on Human Rights,
Council of Europe standards and EU directives into its civil
legislation and processes. The aforementioned standards of
fair trial, alternative dispute resolution and consumer pro-
tection refer, first of all, to the guarantees of the European
Convention on Human Rights, in particular the right to a fair
and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independ-
ent and impartial court, as well as the right to an effective
remedy. They also refer to the Council of Europe’s standards
on the organisation of court proceedings, the management
of time limits and the efficiency of courts, including the Eu-
ropean Commission Saturn Guidelines on the Efficiency of
Justice (2020) and Recommendation of the Committee of
Ministers No. (99)19 (1999) on civil matters and the proper
enforcement of court decisions.

Contemporary scientific research in the field of civil law
and procedure in Ukraine forms a multidimensional under-
standing of the mechanisms for protecting rights and their
adaptation to international standards in the context of war
and European integration. Thus, I. Hobechiya (2020) em-
phasises the importance of civil legal capacity of legal enti-
ties in the field of legal services as an institutional prereq-
uisite for access to justice and the realisation of the right to
judicial protection. while a significant body of research is
devoted to the problems of compensation for damage caused
by armed aggression and the need to develop special com-
pensation mechanisms taking into account international ap-
proaches (Hnativ et al., 2024). In the context of martial law,
the consequences of non-fulfilment of civil law obligations,
the limits of civil liability and the role of force majeure in
law enforcement are also analysed (Kopeltsiv-Levytska et
al., 2022). The institutional dimension of the implementation
of international standards is revealed by K. Rezvorovych et
al. (2023) through the experience of self-government of the
bar in EU countries and professional ethics as an element of
ensuring fair justice, as well as by O.I. Kravchenko (2021)
through the study of the interaction between the state and
civil society, in which the judiciary acts as a key guarantor
of human rights protection.

The substantive legal aspect of the implementation of
international standards is revealed in the study by T. Hoff-
mann (2017), where the Europeanisation of private law in
Ukraine is analysed through a comparison in the field of con-
tract law. The author shows that convergence with European
approaches is not limited to the mechanical borrowing of
norms, as the decisive factor is the harmonisation of con-
cepts, principles and the logic of regulating obligations. A
separate area of implementation is the digitalisation of jus-
tice and related standards. T. Tsuvina (2020) examines on-
line courts and online dispute resolution through the prism
of the international standard of access to justice, analysing
international experience and its suitability for borrowing.
Expanding on this line of thought, A. Denysova et al. (2022)
focus on the right to a fair trial, drawing on the practice of
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the European Court of Human Rights and analysing imple-
mentation mechanisms in Ukraine.

The issue of judicial reforms, their focus and impact on
guarantees of fair trial is raised by O. Boryslavska (2021).
The author interprets reforms in Eastern European countries
as a phenomenon that can simultaneously declare the right
to a fair trial and create risks for the independence of the
judiciary. This source is significant for the topic of the article
in that it shows the implementation of international stand-
ards as a process that is sensitive to the balance between
efficiency and independence, between managerial changes
and guarantees of impartiality.

O. Shtefan (2022) directly analyses the problems of re-
forming Ukraine’s civil procedural legislation and the diffi-
culties of its practical implementation. This source allows to
move from the general level of standards to the applied level
of legislative changes and their functioning in the judicial
system. The normative content of international standards
of civil procedure is revealed by L. Lichman et al. (2022),
analysing the principle of reasonableness as a component of
international standards. The transnational aspect of the im-
plementation of international standards in the civil sphere is
reflected in the work of L. Doroshenko et al. (2024), devoted
to the recognition and enforcement of foreign court deci-
sions in Ukraine. The authors analyse problematic aspects of
procedures and law enforcement that are directly related to
private international law and mutual recognition standards.

The aim of the study was to develop scientifically
grounded recommendations for the phased implementation
of international standards in Ukrainian civil law and pro-
cedure. The object of the study was the system of regula-
tory, institutional and procedural mechanisms that ensure
the approximation of Ukrainian civil legislation and judicial
proceedings to the requirements of the European Union and
the Council of Europe.

Materials and methods

A comprehensive source base was examined in the course
of the study, combining normative legal and analytical
materials. The first group includes the Constitution of
Ukraine (1996), in particular the provisions on the place
of ratified international treaties in the national legal sys-
tem, the Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine (2004) as the key
procedural act, as well as relevant legislative changes in
the field of civil rights, including Law of Ukraine No. 3320-
IX (2023), which reflects the direction of modernisation of
private law regulation. The second group of sources com-
prises international agreements and obligations. The third
group consists of analytical reports and programme ma-
terials of international organisations and partners, which
specify expectations regarding institutional changes and the
implementation of standards.

To analyse such a complex process as the implementa-
tion of international standards, it is advisable to use func-
tional modelling according to the IDEFO methodology.
IDEFO (Integration Definition for Process Modelling) is a
method for constructing process models developed for the
analysis and communication of the functional components
of a system (Create IDEFO diagrams, 2023). It represents any
process in the form of function blocks with incoming and
outgoing information flows, as well as control and mecha-
nism (resource) links. In this way, IDEFO formalises answers
to the questions: which functions the system performs, which

resources are involved and by whom, and which control con-
ditions are satisfied. Such an approach helps to organise the
research, involve experts in the discussion, and clearly de-
fine the scope of the analysis.

The expert survey was conducted at the stage of con-
structing and refining the hierarchy of the IDEFO model,
when the objective A0 and the decomposition of stages Al,
A2, and A3 were being formed. It was carried out online in
the format of a structured question-and-answer form with a
section for open comments, and the alignment of positions
was ensured through several rounds of review using the Del-
phi method. In total, 40 experts were involved, including
scholars in the field of civil law and procedure, judges or
retired judges, advocates, and specialists from public author-
ities connected with law-making and judicial policy, which
made it possible to combine academic, practical, and admin-
istrative perspectives. Respondents were asked about the list
of key functions and sub-functions of implementation, their
logical sequence, the identification of inputs, outputs, control
conditions, and resources for each block, the identification
of the main responsible actors, as well as typical barriers and
performance evaluation criteria at each stage. The sample
was formed purposively according to the criteria of relevant
experience and participation in reform or law enforcement
activities. Contact details were obtained from open official
sources and professional networks, as well as through rec-
ommendations according to the snowball principle. During
the organisation and conduct of the expert survey, generally
recognised ethical principles of sociological research were
observed, in particular voluntary participation, informed
consent, respondent anonymity, and the confidentiality of
the data obtained, in accordance with the provisions of the
ICC/ESOMAR International Code of Conduct for Market,
Public and Social Research and Data Analysis (2016).

It should be noted that the implementation of interna-
tional standards is a complex and multi-stage process in-
volving a large number of participants (legislators, judges,
representatives of ministries, and international institutions)
and measures (drafting legislation, training personnel, mon-
itoring the implementation of innovations). In this context,
IDEFO modelling makes it possible to divide this process
into a number of functional blocks. Accordingly, the graph-
ical “box-and-arrow” form enables the detection of points
of intersection between processes and key actors. This was
particularly important during the phased implementation
of norms. IDEFO also provides hierarchical detailing of
each stage (serving as the main function) and sub-stages
(sub-functions), while maintaining a controlled level of com-
plexity (three to six elements per level).

Results
In the context of the study, the key objective was identified
together with experts and designated as AO: “Ensure the im-
plementation of international standards in the civil law and
procedure of Ukraine.” To achieve this, a number of stages
were identified, forming the set A = {Al, A2, A3}. Thus,
this set constitutes the hierarchical structure of the IDEFO
model. It should be noted that such a format represents a
necessary step for the systematic presentation of the process
of implementing international standards, as it allows tasks
to be clearly structured, the logic of their execution to be
established, and the coordination of actions of all involved
stakeholders to be ensured (Fig. 1).
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A0
Ensure the implementation of international standards
in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

 ‘

Al
Approximation of legislation
to inter national

A2
Institutional changes and
practical impleme ntation

A3
Monitoring of compliance,
assessment of effectiveness,

Figure 1. Hierarchical structure of the IDEFO model for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

In order for the construction of the hierarchy of functions
of legislative harmonisation to rely not only on abstract con-
cepts but also on the existing regulatory model, the study ap-
plied formal legal, system-structural, and comparative legal
methods to key normative sources governing the adaptation
of Ukrainian legislation to European Union standards. The
international legal foundation is provided by the Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement between Ukraine and the Euro-
pean Communities and their Member States (1994), which
establishes the obligation of gradual legislative approxima-
tion and directs it towards specific areas, allowing harmoni-
sation to be treated as a legally conditioned function rather
than merely a theoretical construct. The national framework
is detailed in the Concept of Adaptation of Ukrainian Leg-
islation to the Legislation of the European Union (1999),
which establishes a phased approach, organisational mecha-
nisms for law-drafting and coordination, and instruments for
planning and methodological support. The nationwide pro-
gramme of 2004 defines adaptation as the alignment of laws
and subordinate acts with the acquis, the concept of which
is explained in the glossary of European Union law, and also
directly provides for an institutional mechanism and annual
action plans covering comparative legal studies, translation
of acquis acts, and preparation of a glossary. This justifies the
allocation of the relevant sub-functions within the harmoni-
sation block of the IDEFO model (Law of Ukraine No. 1629-
IV, 2004; European Union, n.d.). Current administrative
practice complements this framework with a self-screening
procedure, within which more than 80 bodies have been

Regulatory and
legal framework

involved and approximately 28,000 acts of European Union
law have been processed, as well as reports prepared for 34
negotiation chapters. This forms the current evidentiary ba-
sis for the prioritisation and decomposition of harmonisation
functions (Government Office for Coordination of European
and Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine, n.d.). Additional-
ly, the orders of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine con-
cerning action plans for 2024 and 2025 to implement the
recommendations of the European Commission within the
Enlargement Package establish parameters for timeframes,
responsible actors, and control, which are necessary for cor-
rect hierarchical structuring (Order of the Cabinet of Min-
isters of Ukraine No. 133-r, 2024; Order of the Cabinet of
Ministers of Ukraine No. 300-r, 2025).

The next step is the formation of the actual context di-
agram of the IDEFO model for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of
Ukraine, which, similar to a “black box” model, includes
the following elements: C (controls), M (mechanisms), I (in-
puts), and O (outputs). It should be noted that such a struc-
ture creates a comprehensive understanding of the system’s
boundaries, its subordination to external conditions (norma-
tive acts, international obligations), the resources used (in-
stitutions, specialists, technical means), as well as the specif-
ic changes expected at the output (adapted legislation, new
procedures, and increased legal compliance). Accordingly,
the IDEFO context diagram for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of
Ukraine is presented in Figure 2.

International
norms and rules

C1 Cc2
v v
RESO}I?CG — n > — 01 > Socio-legal effect
provision AO
Ensure the implementation of international standards Amendments t
in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine mendments to
. Need fOI'_ — 1o P P — 02 > civil law and
implementation
procedure
Y Y
M2

1\/{1

Mechanisms of legal regulation

|
State authorities

Figure 2. IDEFO context diagram for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors
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Thus, the key processes for achieving A0, “Ensure the
implementation of international standards in the civil law
and procedure of Ukraine”, include:

Al. Approximation of legislation to international
standards. At this stage, the state regulator carries out le-
gal analysis and revision of the existing national norms in
order to identify discrepancies between the requirements
of the EU, the Council of Europe, and international trea-
ties. In accordance with the obligations under the Asso-
ciation Agreement, Ukraine implements the adaptation of
its legislation to EU legal norms, gradually bringing the
existing constitutional and sectoral acts closer to European
legal standards (European Union, 2020). In particular, this
involves the adoption of domestic regulatory acts aimed at
implementing the provisions of EU and international law,
as well as amendments to the existing codes and laws. Upon
completion of this stage, Ukrainian legislation will be more
consistent with the standards of the EU and the Council of
Europe, thereby forming a solid legal foundation for the
effective implementation of tactical and strategic changes.

A2. Institutional changes and practical implementa-
tion of reforms. This stage enables the creation of new
organisational and institutional preconditions for the
real implementation of the adopted norms and standards
in everyday judicial practice. After the laws have been

updated, it is necessary to ensure that the new rules oper-
ate effectively; for this purpose, institutions, procedures,
and approaches to the administration of justice are re-
formed. Ukraine introduces modern European practices in
the organisation of the judicial system and the legal pro-
fessions, enhances the professional capacity of judges and
advocates, and modernises the infrastructure of justice.
The aim of this stage is to move from the formal adoption
of standards to their practical application, so that citizens’
rights are genuinely protected at the level expected within
the European community.

A3. Monitoring of compliance, assessment of effective-
ness, and further improvement. Following normative and
organisational changes, the state must establish mecha-
nisms for the continuous monitoring of their implementa-
tion, assess the effectiveness of the innovations, and adjust
policy where necessary. This includes the collection of sta-
tistical data on court performance, the analysis of judicial
practice for compliance with precedents, and parliamenta-
ry and public oversight of the implementation of reforms.
It is important to ensure the sustainability of reforms: to
prevent new norms from remaining merely declarative, ef-
fective measures of accountability for non-compliance are
introduced, and further training and the exchange of expe-
rience with the EU are encouraged (Fig. 3).

c2 Directives Directives Directives
regulating the regulating the regulating the
i process Al process A2 process A3
11— Al l » 01
Approximation of legislation
2 —p to international standards
A
Information on .
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the process Al N Institutional changes
and practical implementation
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the progress of
the process A2
" A3
Monitoring of compliance,
”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” »|  assessment of effectiveness, —»02
Information on and further improvement
the progress of
the process A3
M1 M2

Figure 3. First-level decomposition of the IDEFQ context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

A distinctive feature and advantage of the IDEFO-based
functional methodology is that each process can be broken
down into detail. This is called decomposition of the second,
third, and so on, levels. Thus, within the framework of this
study, detail Al, “Approximation of legislation to interna-
tional standards”:

A11. Analysis of requirements and identification of gaps.
At the beginning of implementation, a thorough analysis of
the compliance of national law with international standards
is carried out, including a study of the EU acquis, Council
of Europe recommendations, and the practice of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights. In this work, the acquis of the



European Union refers to the norms and principles of Eu-
ropean Union law in the field of justice and fundamental
rights, as well as instruments of civil judicial cooperation
governing jurisdiction, recognition and enforcement of judg-
ments, service of procedural documents, taking of evidence,
mediation and out-of-court settlement of disputes. The
Council of Europe’s recommendations are specified through
standards of fair trial and independence of judges, as well
as the European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice’s
methodological approaches to the timing and quality of case
handling, while the practice of the European Court of Hu-
man Rights was analysed primarily within the framework
of the application of Articles 6 and 13 of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights (1950), with an emphasis on ac-
cess to court, reasonable time limits and the enforcement of
court decisions. Thus, Ukrainian authorities, together with
European experts, should identify problem areas, such as ex-
cessive length of court proceedings, difficulties in enforcing
court decisions, and limited access to justice. In cooperation
with the Council of Europe, an expert review of procedural
legislation should be carried out, for example, an analysis of
the new Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine (2004) to identify
the reasons for excessive length of proceedings. Identifying
such gaps and shortcomings lays the foundation for a target-
ed update of the regulatory framework in line with European
criteria for fair, effective and accessible justice.

A12. Reforming and adopting legislative changes. Based
on the analysis, Ukraine is developing and implementing
specific legislative reforms that bring civil law and proce-
dure closer to international standards. This step includes
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amending the Civil Code, adopting new laws and ratifying
international agreements. Thus, by updating its legislation,
Ukraine can implement the provisions of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights (1950) (Article 6 on the right to
a fair trial, Article 13 on effective legal remedies, etc.) and
move closer to the EU acquis in the field of justice. Assess-
ing the amendments already adopted to the Civil Procedure
Code of Ukraine (2004), i.e. the legislative approximation to
international standards and the acquis of the European Un-
ion, cautious but mainly incremental progress can be noted,
which partly corresponds to the approach of the European
Commission, where the priority is to increase legal certainty
and the effectiveness of rights protection. On the positive
side, Law of Ukraine No. 3320-IX (2023) introduced digital
items into the list of objects of civil rights and defined them
in the code, which forms the private law basis for the circu-
lation of digital goods and is a step towards modern Europe-
an approaches in private law.

A13. Integration of international treaties and standards
into the national legal system. In the context of this stage,
it is important to accede to existing international treaties
and subsequently implement their provisions and norms
into the national legislative system. In general, the integra-
tion of the most effective international legal instruments
will enable Ukraine to optimally and flexibly implement
international rules and approaches that have long proven
their effectiveness in EU countries into the national system.
As a result, this will contribute to the unification of legal
norms and increase confidence in Ukrainian court decisions
abroad (Fig. 4).
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Figure 4. Second-level decomposition (A1) of the IDEFO context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

In a similar manner, process A2 “Institutional changes
and practical implementation of reforms” is further detailed:

A21. Reform of institutions and governance in the
field of justice. In order to implement the new standards as
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effectively as possible, Ukraine must fundamentally update
the structure and bodies responsible for the administration
of justice and the protection of citizens’ rights. In accordance
with current European recommendations concerning the in-
dependence of the judiciary, the system of court governance
itself requires reform. For this purpose, a new Supreme Court
is established and the court system is streamlined to three in-
stances. Another important step has been the revision of the
procedures for the selection and evaluation of judges (Euro-
pean Commission, 2022). In this context, it is also necessary
to reform the system for the enforcement of court decisions.
To this end, the state must develop a new strategy and cor-
responding legislation on compulsory enforcement, based
on the practices of EU Member States. All these measures
are aimed at building the institutional capacity of Ukraine’s
legal system to comply with international standards at all
stages and in all areas of judicial activity.

A22. Improvement of professional qualifications and
training of personnel. The successful implementation of
modern standards is impossible without the proper prepa-
ration of those who apply these standards in practice —
judges, lawyers, and court staff. One of the challenges
identified during the assessment of the system is the lim-
ited awareness among legal professionals of international
and European law. Recommendations of international ex-
perts also emphasise the development of “soft skills”: the

ability to draft judicial decisions, use alternative dispute
resolution methods, and possess foreign language skills
in order to access legal sources (Reforming Ukraine’s Ju-
diciary..., 2024). In order to overcome the existing gaps,
large-scale educational programmes and training initia-
tives should be introduced in cooperation with European
partners. For example, with the support of the Council of
Europe, seminars should be conducted on the application
of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
the case-law of the Strasbourg Court in civil matters; EU
projects (such as Twinning) involve experts from Member
States to facilitate the exchange of experience.

A23. Technological and procedural support in accord-
ance with European standards. In order for Ukraine’s ju-
dicial system to reach the level of efficiency and transpar-
ency accepted in Europe, modern technological solutions
must be introduced and procedural practices optimised. In
particular, in response to challenges such as the COVID-19
pandemic and martial law, Ukraine is actively adopting the
experience of European countries in the digitalisation of jus-
tice. With the support of CEPEJ (the European Commission
for the Efficiency of Justice), practical guidelines should be
developed for conducting remote court hearings using vid-
eoconferencing, with particular attention paid to ensuring
compliance with the principle of a fair trial in the context of
online proceedings (Fig. 5)
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Figure 5. Second-level decomposition (A2) of the IDEFO context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

Finally, the last process, namely A3 “Monitoring com-
pliance, evaluating effectiveness and further improvement”,
should be detailed:

A31. Monitoring effectiveness and data collection. Af-
ter the implementation of reforms, the establishment of a
system for assessing their effectiveness becomes crucial.
With the support of European partners, Ukraine is intro-

ducing quantitative and qualitative indicators of judicial
performance, making it possible to measure progress in
achieving international standards. In particular, CEPEJ
standards on statistical reporting should be taken into ac-
count: the average length of proceedings, the judicial work-
load rate, the percentage of enforced court decisions, and
similar indicators. The systematic collection of information



and the openness of such data (through reports of the High
Council of Justice, the Ministry of Justice, and independ-
ent studies) make it possible to objectively assess whether
the implemented standards are functioning properly. This
approach is consistent with European principles of public
accountability and serves as a basis for evidence-based de-
cision-making.

A32. Ensuring the enforcement of judgments and
effective legal remedies. Another important direction
is guaranteeing that Ukraine fulfils its obligations un-
der judgments of the European Court of Human Rights
and provides citizens with effective remedies in cases
of rights violations. Drawing on the practice of Council
of Europe member states (for example, in Italy the so-
called “Pinto Law” (Law of Italy No. 89, 2001) introduced
compensation for excessively long judicial proceedings),
the Ukrainian authorities should introduce two types of
remedies: compensatory (financial redress for delays) and
acceleratory (procedures aimed at expediting the consid-
eration of cases).
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A33. Continuous improvement and exchange of best
practices. In this context, Ukraine should participate in the
most effective pan-European initiatives such as e-CODEX.
This will make it possible to ensure optimal cross-border
data exchange in civil matters and to introduce modern cy-
bersecurity standards for judicial systems. It should be not-
ed that national independent institutions will also play an
important role in this process. In particular, this concerns
civil society and the academic community, which are able to
monitor developments and contribute to the formulation of
reform strategies for outdated mechanisms. All these activi-
ties should likewise rely on comparison with and adaptation
of EU experience. In view of this, the entire implementa-
tion process cannot be limited to the formal fulfilment of a
list of requirements, but must also involve the adoption of
a course of continuous improvement of the national legal
system. This approach is intended to ensure the maintenance
of a consistently high level of compliance with standards in
the long term, as well as readiness for prompt response and
adaptation to new challenges and requirements (Fig. 6).
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Figure 6. Second-level decomposition (A3) of the IDEFO context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in civil law and procedure in Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

In summary, within the framework of the study, the use
of IDEFO functional modelling proved important for con-
structing a comprehensive, logically structured model for
the implementation of international standards in the civil
law and procedure of Ukraine, taking into account the chal-
lenges of wartime, real institutional constraints, and the
state’s obligations to the EU. The study not only conceptu-
alises the problem but also proposes an algorithm of actions
with specific stages and control mechanisms, making it a
unique resource for legislators, reform experts, educational
programmes, and technical assistance projects.

Discussion
It would be appropriate to compare the results obtained
with studies that propose other models of harmonisation
and legal transfer, as this would show how the logic of the
phased model proposed in this paper differs, as well as

which elements can be borrowed or refined. In this study,
the implementation of international standards is presented
as a managed process with sequential stages covering leg-
islative approximation, institutional transformation, and
continuous monitoring of implementation based on IDEFO
functional modelling. Thus, for example, a comparison
with the approach of V. Komarov and T. Tsuvina (2021)
demonstrates a different logic of harmonisation, which
can be conditionally called conventional-precedential. The
authors focus on the influence of the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights and the practice of the European
Court of Human Rights on civil proceedings in Ukraine,
i.e. the mechanism of transfer of standards is implement-
ed through judicial interpretation, changes in procedural
guarantees and stabilisation of approaches in law enforce-
ment. The study by A. Potapenko et al. (2021) proposes
yet another model of legal transfer, focused on the level
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of judicial decision in a specific case. The authors analyse
the implementation of international standards through the
criteria for determining an effective civil law remedy by
a national court, i.e. the focus shifts to the micro level of
judicial protection of rights, its adequacy, proportionality
and effectiveness.

The use of the work of V. Alkema et al. (2024) is meth-
odologically justified if the implementation of standards in
the context of martial law is considered as a task of institu-
tional stability. Although the study focuses on the sustaina-
bility and strategic management of the economic and social
security of enterprises, it demonstrates the managerial log-
ic of adapting systems to prolonged crisis conditions, when
continuity of operation, resource support and resilience be-
come key. The work of M. Bani-Meqdad et al. (2024) exam-
ines cyber threats in the human rights system, particular-
ly in terms of intellectual property. Although this issue is
tangentially relevant to civil law, current study focuses on
the fundamental institutional level of legal regulation (e.g.,
rules for the enforcement of decisions, guarantees of a fair
trial) rather than on a specific legal institution or electronic
environment.

In the context of the results obtained, it is advisable
to correlate the proposed model for the implementation
of international standards with scientific approaches that
highlight individual elements of this process. In particu-
lar, the institutional focus of the IDEFO model is consistent
with studies that emphasise the role of legal entities in the
provision of legal services and their civil legal capacity as
a prerequisite for real access to justice and effective ju-
dicial protection (Hobechiya, 2020). The substantive legal
dimension of implementation related to the protection of
property rights is reflected in works devoted to compensa-
tion for damage caused by armed aggression, which justi-
fy the need for special mechanisms for compensation and
adaptation of civil legislation to military conditions (Hna-
tiv et al., 2024) , as well as in studies of the consequences of
non-fulfilment of civil law obligations during martial law,
which raise the issues of liability, force majeure and the
stability of civil turnover (Kopeltsiv-Levytska et al., 2022).
The institutional transformations laid out in block A2 of the
model correspond to the European experience of self-gov-
ernment of the bar and professional ethics as a component
of fair justice (Rezvorovych et al., 2023), as well as with
scientific conclusions on the need to deepen interaction be-
tween the state and civil society in order to increase trust in
the judiciary (Kravchenko et al., 2021). The procedural and
technological dimension of implementation is confirmed in
works on the digitisation of justice and the activities of
the European Court of Human Rights, where digital tools
are seen as a means of improving the efficiency of case
consideration and enforcement of court decisions (Tsybul-
ska et al., 2022). Finally, the issue of the invalidity of legal
transactions and the analysis of judicial practice in a com-
parative legal dimension complement the proposed model,
since it is the quality of substantive legal constructs and
their consistency with European approaches that influence
the effectiveness of the entire implementation mechanism
(Yanovytska et al., 2023).

A comparison of the research results with the scientific
approaches presented confirms that the implementation of
international standards in Ukrainian civil law and procedure
should be viewed as a complex and interrelated process that

encompasses substantive, institutional, procedural, and en-
forcement elements and requires a systematic rather than
a fragmented approach. Thus, unlike existing works, this
study is interdisciplinary, systematic and practical in nature,
and the use of the IDEFO model allows to move from concep-
tual considerations to instrumental planning of adaptation
processes suitable for implementation within the framework
of state legal policy.

Conclusions

The study proposed a model reflecting the process of im-
plementing international standards in civil law and the
process in Ukraine, i.e. bringing national legislation and
judicial practice into line with the norms and principles
adopted by the EU, the Council of Europe and the interna-
tional community. The topic was determined by Ukraine’s
European integration course and the need to ensure effec-
tive protection of human rights in accordance with interna-
tional obligations. The study was conducted under certain
constraints: in particular, the lack of up-to-date statistical
data on the impact of reforms on judicial practice and
difficulties in accessing complete judicial practice due to
martial law and the reform of judicial bodies. Despite this,
alternative sources — official reports, international reviews,
expert assessments — were used to fill in the information
gaps. Methodologically, functional modelling (IDEFO meth-
od) was used to visually represent and systematise the pro-
cess of implementing standards, which made it possible to
structure the complex stages of reform and trace the logical
relationships between them.

The study analysed all components of the implementa-
tion process (from the stage of drafting laws to their prac-
tical application and evaluation of effectiveness). It was
determined that the first (regulatory) stage established the
qualitative and quantitative changes required for the reg-
ulatory framework in the context of compliance with in-
ternational standards. In this context, gaps were identified
by highlighting the need for a comparative analysis, after
which a series of reforms are expected to be adopted (up-
dating procedural codes, ratifying important conventions,
adopting laws to implement ECHR decisions). The second
(institutional) stage includes measures to ensure the imple-
mentation of new norms. In practice, this will manifest itself
in the processes of reorganising the judicial system (creating
effective judicial bodies, specialising judges, and radically
reforming the executive service), improving the professional
competence of judges and lawyers through training in Eu-
ropean law. Equally important is the introduction of tech-
nological innovations such as e-justice and mediation. All
of the above steps are aimed at fundamentally modernising
the justice infrastructure and bringing it closer to European
standards. The third stage, called monitoring and improve-
ment, involves assessing the effectiveness of the reforms
and implementing measures to ensure their sustainability.
In practice, this involves the systematic collection of data
and performance indicators from courts that have already
demonstrated positive trends (reduction in case processing
times, reduction in unfulfilled decisions).

Despite covering the main issues, some aspects of the
implementation of international standards remain open and
require further study. First and foremost, a promising area
is the quantitative assessment of the impact of the reforms:
further research could analyse in more detail the statistical
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AHoTanisa. AKTyaJbHICTh POOOTH 3yMOBJIEHa HarajbHOI MOTPe(o YKpalHu rapaHTyBaTh e(eKTUBHUII 3aXUCT
MpaB JIOAVHU B YMOBAaX €BpOiHTerpaiii Ta BOEHHOIO CTaHy NUIAXOM afanTarii HUBiJIBHOTO MpaBa i mporecy A0
MixkHapomHuX craHfapTiB. [loBHOMacmTabHe BTOPrHEeHHsA pocilichkoi ¢eneparii 3arocTpusio mpobiieMy 3aXUCTy
MpaB IMBiJIbBHOTrO HaceJjleHHs Ta BigIIKOAYBaHHsA IIKOAM, 3aBAaHOl 30poiiHolo arpecieio. lle BucyBae Ha nepmui
IUIaH NUTaHHA OMNepaTHBHOI ajanTallii MexaHi3MiB IIMBiJIbHOI BiANOBifa/JbHOCTI Ta mpollecyaJbHUX rapaHTiil A0
CTaHAAPTIiB T'yMaHITapHOIO i MiXHApOAHOrO0 IPHUBATHOrO IpaBa, BKJIIOYHO 3 e(heKTUBHUM BHKOHAHHAM CYJOBUX
pilieHb i TpaHCHAI[iOHAJIbHUM BH3HAaHHAM IO30BiB MOAO0 KommeHcalil. MeToio po6otu Oysao ¢popMyBaHHA LijiCHOI,
[IOeTaIHOl MoJieJIi BIIpOBa/KeHHA X CTaHAAPTiB 3 YpaxyBaHHAM €BPOINENChbKUX BUMOT. Y JOCJIi)kKeHHi 3aCTOCOBaHO
MOPiBHSJIBHO-NIPABOBUI aHati3, ¢yHKIioHanpHe MofeoBanHAa IDEFQ. Ha nmigcraBi mogeni IDEFO BcTaHOBJIEHO, IO
KJIIOUOBMMHM € TPU B3a€EMOINOB’A3aHi eTanu: rapMoHi3allis 3aKOHOAaBCTBa, iHCTUTYI[ilHi IepeTBOpeHHs Ta 6e3nepepBHUN
MOHITOPHUHI BUKOHaHHA. ByJio npoaHasizoBaHO Taki acnekTy, AK peOopMyBaHHA OpraHiB CyJJiBCbKOr0O BPAAYBaHHS,
nudposizania cyJ0YMHCTBA, BIPOBAXEHHsA KOMIIEHCallilHUX MeXaHi3MiB 3a MOpyILIeHHs NpaBa Ha PO3yMHUH CTPOK,
a TaKOX y3araJlbHeHO pe3yJIbTaTH IOPiBHAJIBHOI'O JIOCBiy nepxaB €pponelicbkoro Cow3y. BcraHoBieHO, Mo came
CHUCTEMHA peaJti3allis 3alIpPONOHOBAHUX KPOKiB iCTOTHO HiJBUIINTh BiANOBiAHICTH YKPaTHCHKOrO ITMBiJILHOTO IpOIECY
MiXXKHapOQHUM BHMOTaM, 3MiI[HUTh JOBipy CYCHiJIbCTBA Ta MiXXHAapOJHUX MapTHEPiB 40 NMpaBoBoi cucTtemMu. IIpakTuyHa
[[iHHiCTh pOOOTU MOJIATAE B TOMY, 110 OTPUMAaHi pe3yJIbTaTu MOXYTh OYTH BHUKOPHUCTaHi 3aKOHOJABI[AMU, OpraHaMu
cynoBoi Bjiaay, npodibHUMU MiHicTepcTBaMU M OCBiTHIMHU ycTaHOBaMHU IiJf yac po3pobJieHHs HOPMaTUBHUX aKTiB,
IJIaHyBaHHA peopM i HaBYaHHA NPaBHUKIB

KJ11040Bi cJioBa: MikHapO JHE MPaBO; IIUBILIBHUIT POIIEC; TapMOHi3allis 3aKOHOAaBCTBa; QYHKIiOHAIbHE MO TI0BaHHS;
IDEFO
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Abstract. The purpose of the paper was to analyse international experience in combating corruption offences for
its further integration into Ukrainian legislation. The study used such methods as system analysis, comparative-
implementation, statistical and retrospective methods. The article conducted a systematic review of global concepts
of corruption prevention. It is indicated that in the conditions of modern globalisation processes, borrowing successful
foreign experience and implementing it into the current legislation of Ukraine is critically important. A number of
preventive measures used by leading countries to prevent corruption offences are also analysed in detail. Particular
attention was paid to the positive experience of countries with the lowest level of corruption, and ways to achieve such
results are highlighted. The article considers the anti-corruption strategies of Singapore, South Korea, Finland, Sweden,
the Netherlands, Belgium, the Slovak Republic, Israel, the Republic of Poland, Germany, Great Britain, Denmark, the
United States of America, Canada, Romania, Estonia. It was pointed out that in countries with low levels of corruption,
prevention models combine both repressive measures and comprehensive elimination of factors contributing to
corruption. It was noted that a modern strategy for preventing corruption requires active cooperation between state
bodies, law enforcement agencies and civil society in matters of prevention and combating corruption offences. An
essential prerequisite for success in preventing corruption is also the growth of civil awareness. Given the European
vector of Ukraine’s development, there is an urgent need to develop and implement a modern anti-corruption policy. It
should take into account positive international experience in this area

Keywords: concept of preventing corruption offences; preventive measures; preventive state policy; transparency of
governance; e-governance

Introduction

Analysing the international experience of combating cor-
ruption, it becomes obvious that corruption has no national
borders, and it is extremely difficult to overcome it without
a systemic approach. Countries with various levels of eco-
nomic development, international and local organisations,

law enforcement, military and legislative bodies are trying
to fight it. However, no country in the world has complete-
ly overcome corruption. Although Ukraine has an operating
mechanism for preventing and combating corruption, stud-
ying international recommendations and borrowing foreign
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experience is an extremely vital and promising direction.
However, foreign experience cannot simply be copied. It
should serve as an impetus for finding new, effective mech-
anisms for preventing corruption. There is an option of bor-
rowing basic principles, measures, and mechanisms for com-
bating and preventing corruption, adapting these principles
and mechanisms to social conditions, the level of economic
development and the system of government of Ukraine.

Many national and international scholars have dealt
with the issue of corruption offences and improving Ukrain-
ian legislation, whose works, in the author’s opinion, are
extremely relevant. The conceptual model, proposed by
V. Topchii et al. (2021), empirically analyses the effect of
corruption phenomena on the dynamics of social coopera-
tion and the functionality of coercive mechanisms. The mod-
elling results demonstrate an inverse correlation between
the exclusive dependence of the system on the efficiency of
centralised institutions and the level of effectiveness of the
production of public goods. Accordingly, the authors point
out the critical role of civic engagement (public participa-
tion) in anti-corruption prevention processes as a fundamen-
tal prerequisite for ensuring and protecting public interests.

0.0. Sydorenko et al. (2021) note that corruption is a
special type of abuse of law, manifested in the deliberate use
of official position and power by officials for the purpose of
obtaining personal benefit, while ignoring moral principles
and public interests. The authors rightly point out that the
development of anti-corruption activities requires deepening
doctrinal knowledge about corruption, studying its roots and
prevention mechanisms, as this is the foundation for creat-
ing a system of practical measures, the sole purpose of which
is to significantly reduce the level of corrupt acts.

L. Hbur (2020) adds that effective anti-corruption ac-
tivities require a solid scientific concept of its prevention.
The author concludes that in order to achieve a qualitative
leap in anti-corruption activities, it is necessary to imple-
ment the following priority measures: improve current leg-
islation, ensuring its scientific validity; implement the best
global practices in combating corruption; ensure the mass
involvement of citizens and state institutions in anti-corrup-
tion programmes; improve the quality of preventive work.
This is especially critical for Ukraine, since corruption di-
rectly threatens democracy, the rule of law, social develop-
ment and national security (Buga, 2023).

S. Shatrava and K. Chyshko (2023) rightly believe that
minimising the level of corruption in a state depends on the
specific tactics and unique tools used by its government.
World experience has proven that the harm from corruption
is too deep to be quickly neutralised. This emphasises the
advantage of preventive measures in the early stages of cor-
ruption over combating it in already formed state structures.
Meanwhile, the acute need for an operational response re-
quires quick decisions, which is why borrowing and adapting
successful foreign experience in combating corruption be-
comes an obligatory element of the anti-corruption strategy.

Analysing the psychological aspects of corruption in
public administration, O. Dragan et al. (2020) rightly note
that the key psychological factors that push civil servants to
corruption are the desire to get rich quickly, low self-esteem,
psychological dependence, perceived image in society, and
a sense of impunity. In the authors’ opinion, it is the feeling
of impunity that is the main motivating factor for corrupt
actions by public officials.

D. Shvets et al.

I. Diorditsa et al. (2025) aptly highlight that corruption
is a systemic threat to ensuring sustainable development and
institutional stability of democratic structures, acquiring
particular urgency in the context of Ukrainian state-build-
ing. Scientists believe that the problem of conducting an-
ti-corruption expertise in the field of public administration is
critically important, since corruption manifestations devalue
public trust in state institutions, causing a destructive impact
on macroeconomic dynamics, social cohesion and the inter-
national reputation of the state.

In spite of a significant amount of empirical and theoret-
ical scientific research in the field of combating corruption,
the existing scientific base is characterised by the lack of
integrative research. This methodological deficit significant-
ly reduces the practical value of the developed conceptual
principles in the formation of an effective anti-corruption
system of administrative and legal operationalisation of
manifestations of corruption offences in the activities of
public servants. The process of restructuring the current an-
ti-corruption legislation should be focused on a constellation
of organisational, functional and legal measures.

The purpose of this scientific article was to conduct a
general analysis of the existing international experience in
preventing corruption offences and justify the mechanisms
for its implementation in the current domestic legislation. It
is assumed that the results of scientific research will serve as
an anti-corruption guide and toolkit towards the systematic
minimisation of corruption offences in Ukraine.

Materials and methods

Within the framework of the study, an analysis was carried
out of documents developed by national and international
institutions that play a key role in the formation and op-
timisation of anti-corruption policy. In particular, reports
and recommendation materials of the Transparency Inter-
national organisation were analysed. These sources contain
an in-depth expert analysis of the identified corruption risks
and serve as the basis for the development of specific imple-
mentation measures aimed at minimising (or eliminating)
the specified threats.

The formal-legal method was used to systematise and
doctrinal interpret international anti-corruption conven-
tions. In parallel, the comparative-legal method provided a
comparison of national legal mechanisms with the best in-
ternational practices, which allowed identifying harmonisa-
tion gaps and the potential for borrowing effective tools. A
systematic approach was necessary to analyse the functional
relationships between international obligations and the in-
stitutional structure (NACP, NABU, SAP), assessing the inter-
action as elements of a single anti-corruption system.

The verification of theoretical hypotheses was carried
out through empirical methods. Statistical analysis would be
used to quantitatively measure the impact of implemented
international mechanisms (for example, correlation with the
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) and indicators of judi-
cial efficiency). Content analysis of reports of internation-
al monitoring missions (GRECO, OECD) allowed obtaining
an expert qualitative assessment of progress and identifying
critical shortcomings.

The use of forecasting and scenario modelling methods
contributed to the identification of promising directions
for the development of anti-corruption architecture, the
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formulation of scientifically based recommendations for op-
timising national policy, maximising the synergistic effect of
using international legal tools. Such a comprehensive meth-
odological approach ensured the reliability, validity and
practical significance of the results obtained.

Results and discussion

Analysis of international experience shows that corruption
offences are a serious threat to democracy and security of
states around the world, negatively affecting all spheres of
public life. In the presence of large-scale corruption, there is
a belief that the main attention should be focused on elimi-
nating its root causes, and not only on combating individual
manifestations.

A detailed analysis of the works of administrative scien-
tists O. Vasilenko (2023), V. Sereda and Z. Kisil (2024), A. Gry-
shchuk (2025) allows drawing the following conclusions:

1) the legal systems of most foreign countries do not
use the term “fight” against corruption. Instead, legislators
focus on the principles of preventing offences characteristic
of specific areas of activity;

2) among the key factors for the successful development
and implementation of effective mechanisms for preventing
corruption is well-established interstate interaction and co-
operation of law enforcement agencies at both the regional
and international levels;

3) a number of international organisations, including
the UN, Interpol, the Council of Europe, the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund, play an active role in pre-
venting corruption.

Meanwhile, the critical importance of the problem of
corruption is empirically confirmed by analytical data from
the World Bank, which indicate that during periods of sig-
nificant institutional reforms and constitutional changes, the
risks of illegal and corrupt activities objectively increase. In
addition, the constant fixation in the media of facts of con-
flicts of interest and the use of public positions for obtaining
illegal benefits is gaining such a scale that it is transforming
into a serious social problem. This factor is decisive for the
formation of a stable negative perception by society of the
activities of government officials, which are often viewed as
aimed exclusively at personal or group gain.

Based on the 2024 Eurobarometer data, the following
EU countries can be identified, the leaders of which face a
high level of perception of corruption among the population.
Thus, the highest level of perception of corruption among
EU leaders is: Greece (98%), Portugal (96%), Malta (95%),
Slovenia (95%), Croatia (95%); and the lowest level of per-
ception of corruption among EU leaders is: Finland (18%),
Denmark (26%), Luxembourg (43%) (Citizens’ attitudes to-
wards..., 2024). Most Europeans believe that corruption is
widespread in many areas of public service provision. Al-
though the figures may vary slightly in different Eurobarom-
eter surveys (Flash Eurobarometer for business and Special
Eurobarometer for citizens), general trends indicate that
corruption is perceived as most widespread in the following
areas: national and local/regional public institutions; poli-
ticians and political parties; public procurement; the health
care system; business licensing; police and customs; courts
and tax authorities.

These data highlight the deep concern of Europeans
about corruption and point to critical areas that require in-
creased attention and reform. Europeans generally believe

that corruption is widespread in all areas of public adminis-
tration and service delivery, especially where citizens/busi-
nesses interact with officials and there is an opportunity for
personal gain or circumvention of rules. Many Europeans
are often convinced that “connections” or “acquaintances”
are the easiest way to obtain certain public services.

In conformity with Transparency International (2023),
the countries with the most effective measures to prevent
corruption, which have developed and implemented effec-
tive anti-corruption mechanisms, are among the top ten in
the world ranking. These countries (in ascending order of
ranking) include: Denmark — 90 points; Finland - 87 points;
New Zealand - 85 points; Norway — 84 points; Singapore — 83
points; Sweden — 82 points; Switzerland — 82 points; Neth-
erlands — 79 points; Germany — 78 points; Luxembourg — 78
points. These countries traditionally occupy high positions
due to transparency, strong democratic institutions, effective
rule of law and low level of perception of corruption.

Pursuant to the latest report by Transparency Interna-
tional, in 2024 Ukraine received 35 points out of 100 in the
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), and took 105" place
among 180 countries x. This means that in 2024 Ukraine
lost 1 point compared to 2023, when it had 36 points and
took 104™ place in the Corruption Perceptions Index (2025).
Thus, despite some positive shifts in anti-corruption ef-
forts, the overall assessment of corruption perception in the
country in 2024 slightly worsened. The European Commis-
sion (2024) noted Ukraine’s progress in preventing and com-
bating corruption. In particular, it noted the strengthening
of the anti-corruption institutional framework and the in-
creased independence of the NABU, SAP and NACP.

In line with the Open Budget Survey published in May
2024, Ukraine has achieved significant success in budget
transparency, scoring 67 points out of 100 possible. This re-
sult was the best indicator for Ukraine in the entire history
of participation in the survey, and significantly exceeds the
world average. Ukraine ranked 12" in the world in terms
of budget transparency (International Budget Partner-
ship, 2023). Key OBS 2023 indicators for Ukraine:

= Transparency Index: 67 points. This high score indi-
cates that Ukraine provides a large amount of comprehen-
sive and timely budget information;

= Public Participation Index: 24 points. Although this
indicator has improved, it still remains relatively low, indi-
cating limited potential for the public to actively participate
in the budget process;

= Budget Oversight Index: 76 points. This high indica-
tor indicates a strong role of the legislative body (parlia-
ment) and the supreme audit institution (Accounting Cham-
ber) in controlling budget execution.

A study of international experience in preventing cor-
ruption allows distinguishing two main models of anti-cor-
ruption activities. The vertical strategy for combating cor-
ruption (also known as the Singapore or Asian model) is
aimed at quickly achieving results. It is used in countries
such as Singapore, Japan, the People’s Republic of China and
South Korea. The goal of this strategy is not to complete-
ly eradicate corruption, but to achieve a certain level of its
acceptability for the authorities and society. The horizontal
strategy (Swedish or Scandinavian model) focuses on gradu-
al, long-term anti-corruption activities based on anti-corrup-
tion incentives. Examples of such countries include Sweden,
Denmark, Finland, and the Netherlands.



Since corruption exists in all countries of the world, its
prevention is a universal problem. Different states are trying
to solve it using various models. Thus, studying this experi-
ence allows concluding that Ukraine can borrow and apply
certain anti-corruption measures that: 1) have not been used
in Ukraine before; 2) have already been used, but require
formal or substantive updating, or use according to an up-
dated methodology.

Itis advisable to start the systematisation of international
experience in preventing corruption with an effective model
introduced in Singapore. The country scored 84 points out
of 100 possible in the Corruption Perceptions Index (2024).
It ranks 3" among 180 countries in the world, behind only
Finland (88 points) and Denmark (90 points), which occupy
2 and 1% places, respectively. The accelerated social, politi-
cal and economic development of Singapore, which has tak-
en on the character of a steady geometric progression over
a relatively short period of 35-40 years, is the result of a
purposeful and multi-component anti-corruption policy. The
essence of such rapid progress lies in the systematic appli-
cation of legal, institutional and cultural factors. Singapore’s
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew rightly noted that at the stage
of state formation, the first government was faced with the
ineffectiveness of existing anti-corruption legislation, which
did not cover a significant part of corruption offences, and
law enforcement agencies were deprived of sufficient pow-
ers. The situation was aggravated by the large-scale involve-
ment of senior officials in corrupt activities.

The response to these challenges was the formation of a
comprehensive and rigid legal framework, the key elements
of which were: The principle of the “presumption of corrup-
tion”; institutional independence; the severity of sanctions
and impartial application. Singapore’s success is not limited
to legal mechanisms, but is integrated into socio-economic
and cultural policies: minimising economic incentives for
corruption; creating a culture of integrity and meritocracy;
and the role of the media as a tool of control. A key finding
is that Singapore’s rapid progress has been made possible by
a strong political will that has provided a synergy between
strong legal sanctions, economic incentives for honesty, and
cultural condemnation of corruption.

In consonance with the Corruption Perceptions In-
dex (2024), South Korea scored 64 out of 100 on the Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index (CPI), ranking 30" out of 180
countries worldwide. The success of the Republic of Korea’s
anti-corruption program is based on a three-pronged insti-
tutional approach, the effectiveness of which is confirmed
by scientific analysis, especially regarding the impact of key
legislative initiatives. The effectiveness of the Korean mod-
el largely depends on a centralised and integrated anti-cor-
ruption body - the Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights Com-
mission (ACRC), which functions as a strategic architect,
combining preventive (integrity assessment), investigative
(complaint handling) and protective (whistleblower pro-
tection) functions. Such a holistic consolidation of powers
minimises fragmentation of efforts, accelerates response to
corruption risks and ensures systemic implementation of an-
ti-corruption policies.

The most significant manifestation of political will
was the adoption of the Improper Solicitation and Graft
Act (2016). Numerous empirical studies and legal reviews
confirm its transformative impact, especially on petty cor-
ruption and informal corruption-generating practices:
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expanding jurisdiction and changing the legal standard. The
Kim Yong-ran Act has set an unprecedented legal precedent,
providing for a broader scope of anti-corruption regulations;
transformation of corporate and societal culture; systematic
preventive measures (Integrity Assessment) and meritocra-
cy. Thus, South Korea’s success in combating corruption is
determined by a systemic, multidimensional approach. It is
guided by a strong central authority (ACRC) that combines
proactive preventive measures, strong legislation and ac-
countability mechanisms. All of this is supported by political
will and active public participation.

It can be argued that corruption is the least visible in the
Scandinavian countries, which traditionally occupy leading
positions in world rankings with the lowest level of corrup-
tion. According to Transparency International (2024a), Fin-
land scored 88 points out of 100 possible in the Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI), ranking 2" among 180 countries in
the world. In Finland, administrative and legal regulation of
the prevention of corruption offences is based on the prin-
ciples of prevention and deterrence of offences. These prin-
ciples are enshrined in regulatory and legal acts that relate
to specific areas of activity, rather than individual types of
offences. It is noteworthy that Finland does not have a single
anti-corruption strategy, a separate anti-corruption law or
separate anti-corruption structural units.

Instead, the means of prevention are mostly criminal in
nature. In particular, the Penal Code of Finland (1963) pro-
vides that the commission of corruption and corruption-re-
lated offences entails, depending on the degree of public
danger, the imposition of a fine or imprisonment for a term
of up to four years. The success of Finland, which is con-
sistently positioned as one of the most uncorrupt jurisdic-
tions in the world, is based on the paradigm of integrated
integrity, where the prevention of corruption is consciously
viewed not as a separate problem requiring specialised laws
or centralised bodies, but as an integral part of high-quali-
ty and effective public administration (Good Governance).
This model is functionally based on the absolute rule of law,
which guarantees the political, financial and personnel au-
tonomy of the justice system, thus ensuring impartiality of
law enforcement and predictability of administrative de-
cisions. Corruption is classified as part of general criminal
offences (regulated by general rules on bribery) and as a
lack of management (maladministration), which emphasises
a systemic approach to regulation rather than focusing on
individual incidents.

The normative foundation for ensuring high ethical
standards in the state apparatus is constitutional law and
Law of Finland No. 750 “Civil Services Act” (1994), supple-
mented by internal ethical codes. The effectiveness of this
model largely depends on the high quality of public adminis-
tration, which is characterised by compactness, low bureau-
cratisation and the absence of caste or clan affiliation, which
reduces the possibilities for abuse of discretionary powers.
This institutional stability is strengthened by a decent lev-
el of wages and a reliable social package for civil servants,
which reduces the economic motivation for corruption,
as well as by an adequate system of internal and external
control over the activities. A critically important element is
high public intolerance to corruption and the functioning of
developed civil society institutions and independent media,
which ensure broad public monitoring and transparency of
the decision-making process by officials, which is reinforced
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by a state guarantee of protection for persons who have as-
sisted competent authorities in the fight against corruption.
Thus, the Finnish model demonstrates that the most effec-
tive safeguard against corruption is the high quality of pub-
lic administration itself, based on trust, ethical stability and
transparency.

Unlike Finland, as noted by N. Yuzikova (2021), where
the success of the anti-corruption program is the result of
the organic integration of the principles of integrity into the
quality of public administration and high trust in the rule
of law system, the Ukrainian strategy, despite its saturation
with institutions and regulatory acts, demonstrates a low
correlation between the volume of resources and the final
result. Another example of successful Scandinavian experi-
ence in preventing corruption is Sweden. In accordance with
Transparency International (2024b), Sweden scored 80 out
of 100 on the Corruption Perceptions Index, ranking 8th out
of 180 countries. The success of the Swedish institutional
model in preventing corruption is the result of the conver-
gence of high social capital and strong institutional mecha-
nisms that create a sustainable environment for integrity and
transparency.

A critical driver is the high level of social capital and
trust that permeates Swedish society, forming a strong cul-
tural deterrent where corruption is socially unacceptable
and rare. This cultural foundation is complemented by a
strong rule of law and an independent judiciary that ensures
impartial application of the law and effective prosecution of
corrupt acts. This institutional foundation is confirmed by
positive assessments by Transparency International, indicat-
ing a low level of perception of corruption and a high quality
of justice. The cornerstone of Swedish administrative culture
is the Publicity Principle (Offentlighetsprincipen), which
guarantees broad access to official documents and informa-
tion by citizens and the media. This principle, enshrined in
the Constitution of Sweden (1974), ensures effective public
control and is a powerful preventive measure against abuse.

The effectiveness of the system is enhanced by profes-
sional and high-quality public administration, characterised
by clear processes and a focus on providing quality services,
which reduces the space for subjective decisions and corrup-
tion rents. Although anti-corruption work is decentralised
and integrated into the activities of various state institutions,
effective coordination and exchange of experience among
these institutions ensure the integrity of the approach. Civil
servants are guided by clear ethical norms and values, based
on constitutional principles (democracy, legality, objectivi-
ty, respect for human rights), creating a culture of integrity.
The legislative basis for prosecution is the strict legislation
on bribery contained in the Criminal Code of Sweden (1962).

Another illustrative example in the fight against corrup-
tion is the Netherlands. Pursuant to Transparency Interna-
tional (2023a), the Netherlands scored 78 out of 100 on the
Corruption Perceptions Index, ranking 9™ out of 180 coun-
tries. The Netherlands’ approach to preventing corruption
and corruption-related offences is based on a comprehensive
administrative and legal approach that combines transpar-
ency, innovative risk monitoring and strict sanctions, inte-
grated into the overall architecture of state security. The key
principle of the system is transparency and constant report-
ing, which is reflected in the annual reporting of the Minis-
ter of the Interior to Parliament on the detected corruption
facts and the measures taken to bring the perpetrators to

justice. This mechanism ensures political accountability and
the availability of information to the public, since all materi-
als related to corruption offences are publicly available, ex-
cept for those that pose a threat to national security (OECD
anti-corruption..., 2024). On this basis, public control is
built, where the media play a significant role, actively publi-
cising cases of bribery and conducting the own independent
investigations.

For the purpose of effective prevention, innovative sys-
tems for monitoring “risk zones” in state and public organ-
isations have been introduced. This involves constant mon-
itoring of potential sources of corruption and strict control
over the activities of persons who interact with such sources.
The process of selecting personnel for the state apparatus
integrates the criterion of “corruption security”, taking into
account the potential “corruption risk” of personnel. In addi-
tion, the legal status of state officials is being fully formalised,
which ensures a clear consolidation of the legal personality
for improper compliance with the established rules of pro-
fessional ethics (GAN integrity..., 2022). These preventive
and control measures are complemented by specific and se-
vere penalties that have a discrediting effect: a complete ban
on further work in state organisations and institutions, loss
of all social benefits and guarantees (including pensions),
fines and temporary suspension from official duties (Global
compliance..., 2026). The publicity of bringing civil servants
to legal responsibility for corruption offences serves as the
apotheosis (final phase) for demonstrating the state’s intoler-
ance. Institutionally, the Netherlands has created a special-
ised service for the prevention of corruption, which functions
as a component of the general architecture of state security,
ensuring the coordinated implementation of these tasks.

Belgium has a positive track record in preventing corrup-
tion. In conformity with Transparency International (2024c),
Belgium scored 73 out of 100 on the Corruption Perceptions
Index, ranking 16™ out of 180 countries. In addition to legal
measures under the Criminal and Tax Codes, civil servants
are subject to active preventive measures. The COPERNIC
reform in Belgium, initiated in the early 2000s, is an exam-
ple of the introduction of New Public Management (NPM)
principles into a traditional administrative system and has
achieved success through a synergy of legislative changes
and political will. The success of the reform is based on a
comprehensive package of regulations that have ensured the
transition from a Weberian model focused on process and
status to a model focused on the citizen, results, and efficien-
cy. The regulatory support for the reform was implement-
ed through a series of Royal Decrees that legislated a new
organisational architecture: the replacement of the classic
Ministries with the more flexible and homogeneous Federal
Public Services (FPS) and Support Services (PPS), which pro-
vided a new organisational structure and contributed to the
disappearance of ministerial cabinets in the previous form,
separating political responsibility from operational manage-
ment. A crucial regulatory element that contributed to the
success of the human resources management (HRM) reform
was the introduction of a mandate system (fixed term) for
senior civil servants; this was enshrined in Royal Decrees
that allowed for the recruitment of top managers based on
competencies and linking the activities to management plans
and performance evaluation, which formally contributed to
the depoliticisation of senior administrative positions. Reg-
ulation played a crucial role in legitimising these changes,



shifting the focus from traditional tenure to accountability
and citizen orientation as a central principle. Thus, the suc-
cess of COPERNIC was due not only to the declaration of
new approaches and a change in the management culture,
but also to strict regulatory support, which institutionalised
NPM principles and forced the administration to be efficient,
professional and improve services for the population.

The anti-corruption policy of the Slovak Republic is
characterised by a productive mechanism of preventive
measures, which is based on three interdependent determi-
nants: a comprehensive legal framework, a specialised in-
stitutional architecture and procedural transparency. At the
level of a comprehensive legal and strategic framework, the
country has ensured the presence of specialised legislation
on the fight against corruption, supplemented by targeted
strategies and concepts, as well as the Law on Lobbying,
which contributes to the regulation of the influence of the
private sector on state decisions. The institutional determi-
nant is highly specialised: it includes the National Criminal
Agency (NAKA) and the Special Prosecutor’s Office, which
ensure independent investigation and prosecution of corrup-
tion crimes. This vertical is reinforced by the Supreme Audit
Office, which carries out external financial control, and the
Committee for Incompatibility of Functions, which monitors
conflicts of interest. The National Anti-Corruption Council,
an advisory body that brings together key stakeholders from
the public, private and public sectors, plays a coordinating
role. At the level of procedural and preventive measures,
Slovakia has emphasised transparency and accountability:
strict rules on asset declaration and conflict of interest have
been introduced, transparency of public procurement and
access to information have been ensured. Whistleblower
Protection is of crucial importance, which encourages citi-
zens and officials to report facts of corruption. The system is
being modernised through e-governance and digitalisation,
which reduce bureaucratic risks. These measures are com-
plemented by internal anti-corruption programmes, codes of
ethics and educational programmes aimed at raising aware-
ness and creating a culture of integrity in the public sector.

Israel is a leading country in the effectiveness of pre-
venting corruption in public and political life. According to
Transparency International (2025), Israel scored 64 out of
100 on the Corruption Perceptions Index, ranking 30" out
of 180 countries. The mechanism for preventing corruption
offences in the State of Israel is multi-vector and is based on
a systemic combination of legal certainty, institutional inde-
pendence and a high degree of public accountability. Thanks
to this architecture, the country consistently maintains a mod-
erately high level of institutional integrity, which is reflect-
ed in international indices (Thematic compilation..., n.d.).

The prevention system is formed around a holistic strat-
egy, where a reliable legislative framework creates a com-
prehensive legal framework that covers not only the crimi-
nalisation of corruption offences (such as bribery and abuse
of power), but also a wide range of preventive financial
mechanisms. These mechanisms include provisions ensuring
transparency of the origin of funds and creating a toolkit
for tracing and confiscating illegally obtained assets. Spe-
cific legislative acts establish clear rules of ethical conduct
and regulation of the receipt of gifts in the public sector,
which minimises gaps in legal certainty and eliminates am-
biguity in official relations (Israel, n.d.). The functionality
of the system is supported by a decentralised but effectively
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coordinated network of specialised institutions. Law en-
forcement is the responsibility of the national police (includ-
ing specialised elite units) and the State Prosecutor’s Office,
which guarantee independent investigation and prosecution
of top corruption. These structures are supervised by an in-
dependent institution of state control and the Ombudsman,
which carries out external audits of financial activities and
management efficiency, while having a high degree of pub-
lic influence. Additionally, the Civil Service Commission en-
sures meritocratic selection of personnel and controls com-
pliance with codes of ethics and conflict of interest rules (Lex
mundi..., 2022). The effectiveness of the system is enhanced
by procedural robustness, which includes strict internal con-
flict of interest rules, transparency, and access to informa-
tion mechanisms, and internal audit. A critical element is the
legislative protection of whistleblowers, which stimulates
internal accountability. Finally, international cooperation is
an integral vector of the Israeli strategy, as confirmed by the
ratification of key international anti-corruption conventions
and active interaction with international supervisory bodies,
ensuring the updating of national legislation in accordance
with global standards for combating corruption and money
laundering.

The experience of the Republic of Poland in implement-
ing anti-corruption policies is sound. According to Trans-
parency International (2023b), Poland scored 53 out of
100 on the Corruption Perceptions Index, ranking 53 out
of 180 countries. The Anti-Corruption Strategy implement-
ed in Poland outlines the implementation of the following
goals: continuous improvement of existing anti-corruption
legislation; implementation of an innovative algorithm for
preventing corruption in all areas; productive detection of
corruption offences; increasing the level of legal awareness
of citizens; consolidation and expansion of cooperation be-
tween law enforcement agencies.

As of 2021, as indicated by O. Melnyk (2021), a decen-
tralised type of organisation of anti-corruption institutions
operates in the Republic of Poland. This model, unlike the
centralised one, provides for the distribution of power in the
field of preventing and combating corruption between law
enforcement agencies and state bodies. Key powers in this
area are distributed between the highest institutions of state
power: the President, Parliament, and the Government. One
or more state bodies that directly carry out law enforcement
activities are also integrated into this system. As an example
of implementation, the Department of Public Administration
operates under the President, which, in cooperation with the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, works on the prevention and
combating of corrupt acts. The fight against corruption in
Poland is multi-level and is ensured by the activities of a
complex of key institutions: Centralne Biuro Antykorupcyjne
(CBA): It is a specialised anti-corruption body that plays a
special role, combining operational and investigative func-
tions with active preventive work (organisation of trainings,
raising awareness); Agencja Bezpieczenstwa Wewnetrzne-
go (ABW): Provides a security aspect, which may include
investigating corruption cases that affect national security;
Prokuratura Krajowa: Responsible for criminal prosecution
and ensuring that persons guilty of corruption offences are
brought to justice; Najwyzsza Izba Kontroli (NIK): Performs
the function of external supervision (audit) of the use of pub-
lic funds and the efficiency of public administration, which
contributes to the identification of corruption risks.
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In addition to state structures, public control mech-
anisms are actively involved in Poland. In particular, the
Monitoring Committee, which includes representatives of
non-governmental institutions and organisations (such as
Transparency International Poland, which also makes an im-
portant contribution), is functioning productively. The Com-
mittee’s functions are broad, covering public control over
the implementation of anti-corruption policy, identifying
and documenting corruption offences among government of-
ficials, developing proposals for legislation, and conducting
educational and preventive measures.

Significant attention in the national strategy is paid to
preventive work, which includes: improving mechanisms for
monitoring corruption risks and legal regulation; increasing
the level of transparency and openness of public administra-
tion; developing a culture of integrity; creating an effective
internal control system in state bodies; constant cooperation
and coordination between all actors. The Polish decentral-
ised model is an example where success in the fight against
corruption is ensured by institutional complexity and a bal-
ance of powers between the law enforcement, supervisory,
political, and public sectors.

The Polish experience highlights that a strong institu-
tional and legislative framework is a necessary but not suf-
ficient condition for effective action against corruption. The
critical determinants for success are a constant and consist-
ent political will that provides political support for anti-cor-
ruption bodies, and effective control over the full implemen-
tation of anti-corruption measures and recommendations.
The historical problems that Poland has faced show that
without this consistent political will and full implementation
of recommendations, progress can slow down significantly.
Thus, for Ukraine, the Polish experience is a valuable lesson
on the importance not only of creating structures, but also
of ensuring the real independence and political support for
achieving sustainable results.

As another example, it is worth considering Germany.
In line with Transparency International (2024), Germany
scored 75 out of 100 points and ranked 15% among 180
countries. Germany has a strong legal and institutional
framework for effectively combating corruption. Although
the country lacks a single, centralised anti-corruption bu-
reau like the Polish CBA, the fight against corruption is
ensured through a wide range of state bodies, laws, and
initiatives.

German anti-corruption policy is based on a comprehen-
sive legal and institutional architecture that demonstrates a
clearly expressed preventive nature. The legal basis is a wide
range of legislative provisions that are not limited to a single
anti-corruption act, but integrate the criminalisation of cor-
ruption offences into the general Criminal Code of Germa-
ny (2024). This integration covers not only the receipt and
granting of advantages in the public sector, but also extends
to bribery in commercial activities and the health sector, en-
suring cross-sectoral legal certainty. The preventive vector
is strengthened by specialised acts regulating the protection
of whistleblowers and the German Corporate Governance
Code, which sets integrity standards for the private sector.
In addition, Germany confirms its commitment to interna-
tional cooperation by ratifying key global agreements such
as the United Nations Convention against Corruption (2003)
and the OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign
Public Officials (1997).

The fight against corruption at all levels is carried out by
key state institutions, including the prosecutor’s office and
the police at the law enforcement level, as well as the Fed-
eral Ministry of the Interior and the Federal Criminal Police
Office. In addition, there are anti-corruption commissioners
who function as internal controllers, strengthening account-
ability. The presence of these institutions is reinforced by the
active role of civil society organisations. The preventive na-
ture of the policy is dominant and focuses on minimising the
abuse of public office by civil servants through legislative,
personnel, administrative and organisational measures. This
approach is ensured by the fundamental duty of a German
civil servant: to perform the official duties objectively and
fairly, solely for the benefit of society as a whole. Current
legislation provides for the personal responsibility of civil
servants for the legality of the actions and the obligation to
provide information about the facts of wrongdoing known
to such civil servants, which turns every state body into a
proactive element of internal integrity control.

The main priorities of anti-corruption activities in Ger-
many, according to Z. Kisil and O. Tarasenko (2022), are: ex-
tremely strict restrictions on receiving gifts and continuing
employment after the dismissal from civil service; the for-
mation of a register of corrupt private institutions or organ-
isations in order to prevent contacts with state authorities;
the creation of a register of positions that are most prone to
corruption offences; permanent change of personnel of civil
servants in these positions. Thus, the German approach to
preventing corruption is based on such principles as the rule
of law, transparency, accountability and active participation
of both state and non-state actors. It is systemic, but decen-
tralised, which contributes to the adaptation of measures to
the specific requests of different levels of government.

Anti-corruption policy in the United Kingdom also fo-
cuses on significant public activity in the context of prevent-
ing corruption and corruption-related offences. As O. Vasily-
eva and N. Vasilyev (2019) point out, one of the principles is
the public’s own awareness, which closely monitors negative
phenomena in the state. Pursuant to Transparency Interna-
tional (2024e), the United Kingdom scored 71 points on the
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), ranking 20" out of 180
countries. Anti-corruption policy in the United Kingdom is
based on a comprehensive approach, encompassing legisla-
tion, law enforcement activities and government initiatives.

The system for preventing corruption in the United
Kingdom has traditionally been characterised by high stand-
ards of integrity in the civil service, although in the last few
years, it has been described as a “patchwork quilt” of insti-
tutional roles and approaches, which is under pressure from
the decentralisation of public services. A critical element of
the legal framework is the Bribery Act (2010). This piece of
legislation is considered one of the strictest in the world, as
it: criminalises active and passive bribery, as well as bribery
of foreign public officials; establishes corporate liability for
failure to prevent bribery (Failure to Prevent Bribery), which
forces companies to implement “adequate procedures” to re-
duce risks; has broad extraterritorial effect, allowing for the
prosecution of crimes committed by British citizens or com-
panies abroad.

The experience of the United Kingdom, despite differ-
ences in legal systems and institutional architecture, con-
tains a number of valuable mechanisms and approaches that
can be implemented or adapted in Ukraine to increase the



effectiveness of anti-corruption policy, namely: strength-
ening corporate responsibility and compliance; combating
illicit finance and money laundering; raising standards of
public ethics and lobbying; strategic and professional devel-
opment. The greatest value for Ukraine is represented by
preventive mechanisms that strengthen corporate integrity
and enhance the transparency of financial flows, which is
critical for integration into the global economic space.

Denmark is known for its low level of corruption and
a high level of trust in state institutions. This success is
achieved not only by the presence of a single “anti-corrup-
tion body”, but also by a comprehensive architecture of in-
stitutions and practices that promote transparency, account-
ability, and integrity. Denmark is traditionally considered a
global benchmark in the fight against corruption, regularly
ranking high in international rankings, in particular accord-
ing to Transparency International (2024f), Denmark scored
90 points on the CPI, ranking first among 180 countries and
being recognised as the least corrupt country in the world.
Importantly, Denmark does not have a single centralised
anti-corruption agency, as in some other countries. Instead,
the fight against corruption is integrated into the activities
of various state institutions, which ensures the division of
responsibility and mutual control.

The basis of the Danish model is a mature civil society
and a deeply rooted culture of “zero tolerance” for corrup-
tion. This intolerance extends not only to public officials, but
also to the private sector. Most companies adhere to a policy
of “zero tolerance” for bribery, often requiring employees
to sign special agreements to refuse corrupt practices, the
violation of which leads to dismissal.

A crucial element is also a high level of transparency
and openness of governance. Information on the movement
of public funds is as transparent as possible, which makes it
difficult for officials to hide income and expenses. Although
Denmark does not have a single national anti-corruption
strategy, it has a well-developed and strict legal framework,
which includes specialised acts, for example, amending
No. 380 to the Criminal Code of Denmark (2002). Danish leg-
islation is extremely strict: even minor benefits or privileges
(such as paying bills or gifts) can be regarded as corruption.

The system actively supports public and parliamentary
control. Any citizen has the right (including anonymously)
to apply to law enforcement agencies with a statement to
check a violation. In addition to public control, there is par-
liamentary control over the activities and income of minis-
ters. Denmark’s success is thus the result of a combination
of deep-rooted social values, the historical evolution of the
bureaucracy, and clear, robust legislation, while further
challenges lie in the areas of political transparency and in-
ternational economic activity.

In conformity with Transparency International (2024g),
the United States scored 65 on the CPI in 2024, ranking 28%
out of 180 countries. The United States’ (US) anti-corrup-
tion record is characterised by a dualism: one of the most
aggressive extraterritorial legal systems, but also systemic
internal vulnerabilities that affect institutional integrity. The
US position has been trending downward, indicating a grow-
ing perception of the domestic risks associated with political
and institutional corruption.

The US government has released the United States Strat-
egy on Countering Corruption (2021), which represents
a nationwide, consolidated approach to anti-corruption
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activities. This strategic document outlines priority areas of
effort within five key provisions: 1) modernising, coordinat-
ing, and resourcing anti-corruption initiatives; 2) countering
illicit finance; 3) ensuring that corrupt officials are held ac-
countable; 4) strengthening the multilateral anti-corruption
architecture at the international level; and 5) intensifying
diplomatic interaction and optimising the use of foreign as-
sistance to achieve goals. To ensure accountability of the new
strategy, a mechanism for annual reporting of federal depart-
mentsand agenciesto the US President on progressis provided.

The US anti-corruption experience demonstrates high
effectiveness in the field of criminal prosecution and extra-
territorial application of the law (FCPA), which has a pos-
itive impact on international business ethics. At the same
time, systemic problems related to the interaction of poli-
tics and finance (lobbying) remain key domestic challenges.
The adoption of the United States Strategy on Countering
Corruption (2021) indicates awareness of these challeng-
es and the intention to transfer anti-corruption efforts to a
new, institutionally coordinated level. Thus, the study and
implementation of elements of this strategic experience is of
significant importance for the formation of a comprehensive
approach to solving the problems of combating corruption in
other national practices, in particular in Ukraine.

Canada’s anti-corruption policy represents a compre-
hensive and multi-vector model that ensures a high level of
institutional integrity and stable positions in global rank-
ings, in particular, according to Transparency Internation-
al (2024h), Canada scored 75 points on the Corruption Per-
ceptions Index. This means that Canada ranked 15% among
180 countries and territories covered by the study. The legal
and institutional framework for Canada’s anti-corruption
system is structured at two key levels. Domestic corruption
is criminalised through the Criminal Code of Canada (1985),
which contains clear definitions and sanctions for bribery
(both active and passive), abuse of office, conflict of interest
and influence peddling. Internationally, Canada actively en-
forces the Corruption of Foreign Public Officials Act (1998),
which is an analogue of the US FCPA. The CFPOA provides
extraterritorial jurisdiction to prosecute Canadian entities
for bribing foreign public officials to obtain commercial ad-
vantages, and establishes requirements for proper account-
ing to prevent the concealment of improper payments.

Overall, the Canadian anti-corruption system is based
on the principles of the rule of law, accountability and trans-
parency, with multiple layers of oversight to ensure the in-
tegrity of public administration. Adapting elements of Can-
ada’s anti-corruption experience to Ukrainian realities can
provide a strengthening of preventive tools and increase the
transparency of political processes. Based on the analysis of
the Canadian system, which is characterised by a high level
of institutional integrity, it is advisable to identify four key
areas for implementation: regulation of political influence
and transparency of lobbying; strengthening of financial in-
telligence and asset monitoring; institutional integrity and
ethical control; protection of whistleblowers.

Pursuant to Transparency International (2024i), Ro-
mania scored 46 points in the CPIL, ranking 65" out of 180
countries. Although this score remains unchanged compared
to the previous year, it is still significantly lower than the
European Union average (62 points). The institutional and
legislative mechanisms for preventing corruption in Ro-
mania constitute a complex and dynamic complex, largely
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shaped by European Union requirements, in particular the
Cooperation and Verification Mechanism (CVM). Romania’s
anti-corruption policy is characterised by a two-pronged ap-
proach, encompassing both repressive and preventive instru-
ments, although the effectiveness is characterised by signif-
icant instability. The National Anti-Corruption Directorate
(DNA) plays a central role in the repressive segment (Law of
Romania No. 78/2000, 2000). This specialised prosecutorial
body, created to investigate high- and medium-level corrup-
tion, has long been a model for Eastern European countries,
demonstrating high conviction rates, including the prosecu-
tion of high-ranking officials (ministers, deputies, judges).
The DNA'’s success has been closely linked to its operational
independence and strong international support. However, its
activities have consistently faced political resistance, lead-
ing to periodic attempts to legislatively limit its powers and
change its leadership, which in turn have caused temporary
but significant declines in the overall effectiveness of the
fight against corruption.

Pivotal preventive institutions operate in parallel. The
National Integrity Agency (ANI) is responsible for verifying
the declarations of assets, income and possible conflicts of
interest of public officials. The ANI’s activities are critical to
ensuring transparency of assets and preventing illicit enrich-
ment. The National Anti-Corruption Strategy (NAS) serves as
a strategic framework that defines goals and measures to im-
prove institutional integrity in the state apparatus. The NAS
is oriented towards a risk-based approach, requiring state
institutions to develop internal integrity plans. Thus, the Ro-
manian experience illustrates that effective counteraction to
corruption requires not only the creation of strong repressive
institutions, but also ensuring the long-term independence,
stable political support and the consistent implementation of
preventive measures at all levels of public administration to
form a sustainable culture of integrity.

In line with data provided by Transparency Interna-
tional (2024j), Estonia scored 76 out of 100 points in the
Corruption Perceptions Index, ranking 13™ out of 180
countries. This is a very high indicator, indicating a low
level of perception of corruption in the public sector. It
is important to note that its score has not changed com-
pared to 2023. Estonia is recognised as one of the least
corrupt countries in Eastern Europe and demonstrates high
performance in international corruption perception indi-
ces, which reflects the effectiveness of its institutional and
legislative mechanisms. Scientific analysis indicates that
Estonia’s success is based on three interrelated pillars: ex-
tensive digitalisation of public administration (e-govern-
ment), transparency of decision-making and a simplified
but strong institutional framework.

In Estonia, the experience of e-government, which is be-
ing formed and developed in Ukraine, is extremely useful
for borrowing. The main priority in Estonia was precisely to
minimise the “human” factor in relations between citizens,

civil servants, legal entities, etc. in the context of implement-
ing administrative procedures and receiving administrative
services. This, ultimately, significantly reduces the degree
of corruption offences. In fact, Estonia is the first country in
the world where, for example, you can take part in voting in
elections via the INTERNET network.

Another critical preventive element is a high degree of
transparency in decision-making. The legislative framework
requires public access to information on public procurement,
political party financing and declarations of interests. Esto-
nia has a Corruption Prevention Act, which clearly defines
the concept of conflict of interest and obliges public officials
to declare the economic interests. Importantly, the emphasis
is on proactive disclosure of information, rather than just re-
sponding to requests, which strengthens public scrutiny and
reduces information asymmetry. Unlike some other coun-
tries, Estonia has not established a single mega-agency to
combat corruption.

Instead, responsibilities are divided between several
key bodies: the Security Police (KAPO), which investigates
high-level corruption crimes; the Prosecutor’s Office (with
a high level of professionalism and independence); and the
State Audit Office, which audits the use of public funds. This
decentralised but effectively coordinated approach prevents
excessive concentration of power in a single institution and
provides a system of checks and balances.

The Estonian model of corruption prevention is a unique
example where technological solutions are not just an aux-
iliary tool, but a fundamental architectural element that
creates the “corruption resilience” of the system. This ap-
proach, combined with a high level of administrative cul-
ture, an independent judiciary and public intolerance of cor-
ruption, ensures a consistently low level of corruption risks,
focusing more on systemic prevention than on exclusively
repressive measures.

An analysis of anti-corruption activities in various
countries, including Singapore, South Korea, Finland, Swe-
den, the Netherlands, Belgium, Slovakia, Israel, Poland,
Germany, the United Kingdom, Denmark, the United States,
Canada, Romania and Estonia, showed that many of these
countries have created specialised organisations and insti-
tutions. The task is to develop strategies, tactics, concep-
tual programmes and documents, as well as implement
preventive measures to combat corruption. So, currently,
two main conceptual models of combating corruption are
distinguished, which demonstrate different levels of effec-
tiveness: the “Specialised Repression” Model (DNA Model/
Hong Kong ICAC) and the “Systemic Prevention” Model
(Scandinavian and Estonian models). The first model is
clearly represented in Hong Kong (ICAC), as well as with
modifications in Romania (DNA) and Singapore (CPIB), and
is based on the creation of a powerful, independent, central-
ised body with broad powers to investigate and prosecute
corruption crimes, especially at a high level (Table 1).

Table 1. Analytical assessment of the repressive model

Analytical assessment

Repressive model

Quickly restores public trust through high-profile arrests and high conviction rates.

Strengths Allows for the decapitalisation of corruption networks by eliminating key individuals.
Instability (high dependence on political will and independence of leadership).
Weaknesses . . . .
Expensive to operate. Does not address root causes of corruption (weakness of administrative systems).
Conclusion Effective as short-term “shock therapy”, but insufficient for systemic and lasting change.

Source: developed by the authors



Analysis of international practice allows concluding that
the most sustainable and comprehensive success is achieved
not by choosing between prevention and repression, but by
the optimal integration into the Hybrid Model. Prevention,
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characteristic of the Scandinavian countries (Finland, Swe-
den) and Estonia, focuses on minimising opportunities for
corruption through structural reforms, rather than through
increased punishment (Table 2).

Table 2. Analytical evaluation of the preventive model

Analytical assessment

Preventive model

Creates a sustainable “corruption resilience” of the system. Eliminates the root causes of corruption

Strengths (weakness, opacity). Cheaper in the long run.
Uses digitalisation to reduce discretion (e.g. e-government in Estonia).
Slow to implement. Requires a high level of administrative culture and public intolerance.
Weaknesses . . o :
Not always effective against already existing, deeply entrenched corruption networks.
Conclusion Optimal for long-term sustainability and the formation of quality public administration.

Source: developed by the authors

Thus, the anti-corruption strategy should focus on pri-
oritising preventive administrative and technological meas-
ures as the basis for resilience, while maintaining strong re-
pressive mechanisms as a tool for deterring and combating
high-level corruption. Ukraine can use this international ex-
perience to reduce the level of corruption. This will directly
affect the well-being of the population, because the level of
corruption in the state is a key factor determining it.

Problems of legal regulation of prevention of cor-
ruption offences in Ukraine and ways to eliminate such
offences. The conducted comparative analysis of anti-cor-
ruption systems in leading countries characterised by a
high level of socio-economic development (in particular,
Singapore, South Korea, Finland, Sweden, the Netherlands,
Estonia, the USA, Canada, Germany, Poland, etc.) allows po-
sitioning the decisive importance of the comparative-imple-
mentation method in the formation of an effective system of
combating corruption. The use of this method is critically
important for minimising potential defective positions iden-
tified in the process of functioning of foreign anti-corruption
systems and ensuring maximum effectiveness of national an-
ti-corruption measures.

Given the consolidated practical and proven experience
of the above-mentioned foreign countries, a number of mod-
ernisation measures are proposed for the domestic public-le-
gal continuum:

1. Financial, economic and organisational measures
(models of Sweden, South Korea):

= reforming the financing of civil society institutions:
it is advisable to review the existing system of financing
anti-corruption public organisations. By analogy with the
Swedish model, it is proposed to transfer this financing to the
plane of investment interest of private business structures,
ensuring the independence and sustainability of civil control;

= institutionalisation of e-government and transparen-
cy: it is necessary to systematically introduce an electronic
government system. Based on the practical model of South
Korea, the key principle should be full transparency of all
administrative acts, including the possibility of remote ac-
cess to the content for private law entities, which will con-
tribute to the reduction of discretionary powers.

2. Criminal procedural and legal measures (Singapore
model). Modification of the criminal procedural burden of
proof: the feasibility of implementing the model of deroga-
tion from the presumption of innocence into the national
criminal procedural legislation is substantiated exclusively
for cases related to corruption offences. This involves plac-
ing the obligation to prove the legality of the origin of assets

or other incriminated facts on the relevant official who is
in the status of a suspect or accused, which reflects an ap-
proach successfully implemented, in particular, in Singapore
and a number of common law jurisdictions.

3. Budgetary and financial and decentralisation meas-
ures. Abolition of budget centralism and simplification of
fund consolidation: it is proposed to abolish the practice of
budget centralism and the complex procedure of consolida-
tion-redistribution of budget funds through a single treas-
ury account. This outdated model should be replaced by full
budgetary autonomy of territorial communities (municipal-
ities) in combination with maximum openness and trans-
parency of the municipal budget process, which minimises
corruption risks at the stage of redistribution.

The global nature of the corruption epiphenomenon
is not only an incentive to strengthen socio-economic and
organisational-legal international cooperation, but also de-
termines the actualisation of the process of forming a qual-
itatively new transnational doctrinal model of legal opera-
tionalisation of this phenomenon. The ultimate goal of such
a doctrine is to consolidate the global anti-corruption poten-
tial. The results of this scientific research can become the
basis for further scientific research. The findings will help
in resolving debatable issues related to measures to prevent
corruption offences. In addition, these results can be used to
develop practical recommendations. Such recommendations
will contribute to the creation and implementation of a new
anti-corruption policy that will take into account successful
international experience.

Conclusions

The subject of this study was the analysis of international
legal mechanisms for preventing corruption offences and the
assessment of the possibilities of the adaptation and inte-
gration into the anti-corruption architecture of Ukraine. The
purpose of the article was to summarise practically tested
foreign experience in preventing corruption and determine
its significance for improving domestic administrative and
legal regulation. The conducted study allows stating that the
goal was achieved, despite the limitations associated with
the fragmentation of public statistical information and lim-
ited access to individual institutional materials of foreign
jurisdictions.

During the study, a systematic analysis of internation-
al anti-corruption models was carried out, in particular, the
practices of the Scandinavian countries, Singapore, South
Korea, the Netherlands, Israel, Germany, and Slovakia. It
was found that effective systems for combating corruption
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are based on a combination of strict legal regulation, institu-
tional independence, transparency of public administration
and active participation of civil society. The analysis of leg-
islation and institutional mechanisms allowed establishing
that the preventive approach dominates over the repressive
one, and the key tools are e-governance, financial openness,
conflict of interest control and whistleblower protection.
The results of the study showed that the lack of a single an-
ti-corruption strategy in individual states is not an obstacle
to high efficiency, provided that anti-corruption norms are
systematically integrated into the general legal field. Such
trends indicate the crucial importance of legal culture and
institutional integrity. The results of the analysis revealed

and legal process. Conceptually, the above indicates the need
to move from fragmentary changes to a systemic rethinking
of anti-corruption policy in Ukraine, where prevention, ac-
countability, and transparency are the basic principles. This
deepens the understanding of corruption not only as a crime,
but as an institutional dysfunction that requires a compre-
hensive legal response. Promising areas for further research
include an in-depth analysis of the mechanisms of institu-
tional implementation of international standards in the ac-
tivities of specific public authorities in Ukraine, as well as an
assessment of the effectiveness of preventive instruments in
the dynamics of law enforcement practice.
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AnoTanis. Metoio cTaTTi 6yB aHaji3 MiXHapOJHOTO AOCBiAy y GOpOTHGi 3 KOPYIIiMHNUME MPaBOMOPYLIEHHAMU [JIf
MOAJIBIIIOT HIOTO iHTerparii B ykpaiHChbKe 3aKOHOJaBCTBO. Y JOCJIiIPKEHHI BUKOPHCTAHO TaKi METOM, SIK CHCTEMHIH aHaJIi3,
KOMIapaTUBHO-iMIIJIEeMEeHTAUiiHUE, CTATUCTUYHUI Ta PETPOCIIEKTUBHUL METOAN. Y CTATTi IPOBeAEHO CUCTEMHUN OTJIA
CBIiTOBUX KOHIeMIIil 3arno6iraHHsa Kopymniii. 3a3Ha4aEeThes, M0 B YMOBaX Cy4acHHUX Ijio0ati3aliliHUX MpolleciB KPUTUYHO
BaKJIMBUM € 3al103UY€HHA YCIIIMIHOr0 iH03eMHOr 0 A0CBily Ta IOro BIPOBAXKEHHA Y YHMHHE 3aKOHOAABCTBO YKpaiHu. Takox
JIeTaJIbHO MPOAHATiI30BaHO HU3KY MPEBEHTHUBHUX 3aXOMiB, SIKi 3aCTOCOBYIOTHCA MPOBIAHUMY KpaiHaMU AJ1A 3anobiraHHA
KOpyHNIiHUM NIpaBonopyueHHAM. Oco6MBy yBary NpuAijieHO NO3UTUBHOMY AOCBiAy KpaiH 3 HAHHIPKYMM piBHEM KOPYTILil,
BHCBITJIEHO IUIIXU JOCATHEHH: TaKUX Pe3yJIbTaTiB. ¥ CTATTi pO3IJIAHYTO aHTUKOPYMLiliHi crparerii CiHramnypy, IliBneHHO1
Kopei, ®innangii, Isenii, Hinepnaunnis, Bensrii, CioBampkoi Pecny6iiku, [3paimo, Pecry6utiku Ilosbmti, Himeuunnu,
Bemnukoi Bpuranii, [anii, Ciosyuenux Illtarax Amepuku, Kanani, Pymynii, Ecrowii. IligkpecioeTses, Mo B fepkaBax i3
HM3bKUM piBHeM KOpyTIiil, MoJieJli 3ano6iraHHsa NOeHYIOTh K pellpecrBHi 3aX011, TaK i KOMIJIEKCHe YCyHeHH: YMHHUKIB,
10 CHpUAITh KOPYMNLii. 3a3HavYaEeThCsA, M0 cydyacHa cTpaTerisa 3amobiraHHA KOpYyNIlil BUMarae akTHBHOI CIIiBIpani Mix
JIep>XaBHUMU OpPraHamy, IPaBOOXOPOHHHUMHM CTPYKTYpaMH Ta T'POMaAHCHKUM CYCIiJIbCTBOM y NMUTAHHAX MpEBeHIil Ta
MPOTHUil KOPYIIIiHIM MPABOIMOPYIIEHHAM. BaXJIMBOIO IepeJyMOBOIO YCIIiXy y 3arno6iraHHi KOpynIlil € TaKoX 3pOCTaHHSA
rpOMAaJsIHCHKOI CBiZIOMOCTI. 3 OTJIAAY Ha €BPOIENChKUI BEKTOP PO3BUTKY YKpaiHU, icHy€e roctpa norpeba y po3pobseHHi
Ta pealisanii cyyacHOI aHTUKOPYIIiHOI OJIiTUKYU. BoHa Mae BpaxoByBaTU MO3UTUBHUK MiXXHapOAHUI AOCBiA y 1iti chepi

KimiouoBi cJjioBa: KOHLeNUis 3ano6iraHHA KOPYNLiMHKMM INpaBONOPYILIeHHAM; IPeBEeHTUBHI 3axoAW; INpeBeHTHBHA
JiepxaBHa NOJIITUKA; IPO30piCTh BPAAYBAHHSA; €JIEKTPOHHE YPsAyBaHHA


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1999-9956
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1405-4547
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2276-5250

HaykoBo-aHaJIiTHYHUIH XXypHAJI
«COLIAJIBHO-ITPABOBI CTYZ[IT»

Tom 8, No 4
2025

BiamoBimaapHUiT peakTop:
B. BoposikoBa

PenaryBanHs 6i6yriorpadiyHuX CIIUCKiB:
B. BoposikoBa

[TinmucaHo [0 APyKYy 3 opuriHaj-Makera 29.12.2025
YM. ApyK. apk. 7,5
Tupax 100 npum.

BugaBHunTBO: JIBBiBCHKUI AepKaBHUI YHiBepCUTET BHYTPIIIHIX CIIpaB
79007, Byn. I'opogonpka, 26, M. JIbBiB, YkpaiHa
Tes.: + 380 (32) 258-69-54
E-mail: journal@sls-journal.com.ua
www: https://sls-journal.com.ua/uk


www: https://sls-journal.com.ua/uk

The scientific and analytical journal
“SOCIAL AND LEGAL STUDIOS”

Volume 8, No. 4
2025

Managing Editor:
V. Borovikova

Editing Bibliographic Lists:
V. Borovikova

Signed to the print with the original layout 29.12.2025
Conventional Printed Sheet 7.5
Circulation 100 copies

Publisher: Lviv State University of Internal Affairs
79007, 26 Horodotska Str., Lviv, Ukraine
tel.: +380 (32) 258-69-54
E-mail: journal@sls-journal.com.ua
www: https://sls-journal.com.ua/en


www: https://sls-journal.com.ua/en

