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Abstract. The relevance of this work is determined by Ukraine’s urgent need to ensure effective protection of human
rights in the context of European integration and martial law by adapting civil law and procedure to international
standards. The full-scale invasion by the Russian Federation has exacerbated the problem of protecting the rights of
the civilian population and compensating for damage caused by armed aggression. This brings to the fore the issue
of the rapid adaptation of civil liability mechanisms and procedural guarantees to the standards of humanitarian and
international private law, including the effective enforcement of court decisions and the transnational recognition of
claims for compensation. The aim of this work was to develop a comprehensive, phased model for the implementation
of these standards, taking into account European requirements. The study uses comparative legal analysis and IDEFQ
functional modelling. Based on the IDEFO model, it has been established that there are three key interrelated stages:
harmonisation of legislation, institutional transformation and continuous monitoring of implementation. Aspects such as
the reform of judicial governance bodies, the digitisation of judicial proceedings, and the introduction of compensation
mechanisms for violations of the right to a reasonable time were analysed, and the results of the comparative experience of
European Union countries were summarised. It was established that the systematic implementation of the proposed steps
will significantly improve the compliance of Ukrainian civil procedure with international requirements and strengthen
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the trust of society and international partners in the legal system. The practical value of the work lies in the fact that the
results obtained can be used by legislators, judicial authorities, relevant ministries and educational institutions in the
development of regulations, planning of reforms and training of lawyers
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Introduction
The relevance of the chosen topic lies in the fact that, as a
result of the full-scale invasion by the Russian Federation,
profound and radical transformations are taking place in
the national legal system. The latter concern both the coun-
try’s aspirations to join the European Union and the need to
ensure effective protection of human rights and freedoms.
Currently, Ukraine is at a critical stage in its development as
a state, which is reflected in the fact that the level of compli-
ance and adaptability of national regulatory and legal norms
to international standards directly affects not only the stabil-
ity of the legal system, but also economic stability and the
restoration of confidence in the judiciary in the country. No
less critical in this context is the strategic level of security.
Thus, the implementation of the provisions of the European
Convention on Human Rights, EU directives and Council of
Europe standards in the field of civil justice is not only a for-
malised strategic task, but a critical need to ensure an ade-
quate level of justice, especially in the context of martial law,
humanitarian crisis and subsequent reconstruction processes.

In the context of full-scale war with Russia, European
integration and judicial reform, Ukraine must urgently adapt
its civil legislation and processes to international standards.
Ukraine’s accession to the Council of Europe in 1995 and the
ratification of the European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR) in 1997 made European norms part of national law.
Subsequently, the Association Agreement between Ukraine
and the European Union (2014) established the obligation to
harmonise procedural law with EU law and the Conventions
of the Hague Conference. Against this backdrop, a broad ju-
dicial reform took place in 2016-2017: a new court system
was introduced and the requirements for the selection of
judges were raised (European Commission, 2023).

The pandemic and the invasion have further complicat-
ed access to justice and ensuring reasonable time limits for
proceedings. These challenges underscore the need for fur-
ther implementation of Council of Europe and EU standards
(in particular, standards of fair trial, alternative dispute res-
olution, consumer protection, etc.) into the Ukrainian sys-
tem. These standards refer, first and foremost, to the Council
of Europe’s guarantees of fair trial, enshrined in the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights (1950) and elaborated
in the practice of the European Court of Human Rights, in
particular the right of access to a court, the right to have
a case heard by an independent and impartial court, pub-
licity, equality of arms and adversarial proceedings, prop-
er reasoning of court decisions, and consideration within a
reasonable time. In addition, the Council of Europe’s instru-
ments on the management of time and the quality of justice
are taken into account, in particular the approaches of the
European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice and the
Centre for the Management of Judicial Time, and, in terms
of alternative dispute resolution, Recommendation of the
Committee of Ministers No. (2002)10 (2002) on mediation
in civil matters and the European Union’s legal framework
for mediation and out-of-court settlements. This adaptation
is enshrined in the Constitution of Ukraine (1996) — ratified

treaties are part of national legislation. Thus, in view of the
war and integration into the EU, Ukraine must make efforts
to implement the European Convention on Human Rights,
Council of Europe standards and EU directives into its civil
legislation and processes. The aforementioned standards of
fair trial, alternative dispute resolution and consumer pro-
tection refer, first of all, to the guarantees of the European
Convention on Human Rights, in particular the right to a fair
and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independ-
ent and impartial court, as well as the right to an effective
remedy. They also refer to the Council of Europe’s standards
on the organisation of court proceedings, the management
of time limits and the efficiency of courts, including the Eu-
ropean Commission Saturn Guidelines on the Efficiency of
Justice (2020) and Recommendation of the Committee of
Ministers No. (99)19 (1999) on civil matters and the proper
enforcement of court decisions.

Contemporary scientific research in the field of civil law
and procedure in Ukraine forms a multidimensional under-
standing of the mechanisms for protecting rights and their
adaptation to international standards in the context of war
and European integration. Thus, I. Hobechiya (2020) em-
phasises the importance of civil legal capacity of legal enti-
ties in the field of legal services as an institutional prereq-
uisite for access to justice and the realisation of the right to
judicial protection. while a significant body of research is
devoted to the problems of compensation for damage caused
by armed aggression and the need to develop special com-
pensation mechanisms taking into account international ap-
proaches (Hnativ et al., 2024). In the context of martial law,
the consequences of non-fulfilment of civil law obligations,
the limits of civil liability and the role of force majeure in
law enforcement are also analysed (Kopeltsiv-Levytska et
al., 2022). The institutional dimension of the implementation
of international standards is revealed by K. Rezvorovych et
al. (2023) through the experience of self-government of the
bar in EU countries and professional ethics as an element of
ensuring fair justice, as well as by O.I. Kravchenko (2021)
through the study of the interaction between the state and
civil society, in which the judiciary acts as a key guarantor
of human rights protection.

The substantive legal aspect of the implementation of
international standards is revealed in the study by T. Hoff-
mann (2017), where the Europeanisation of private law in
Ukraine is analysed through a comparison in the field of con-
tract law. The author shows that convergence with European
approaches is not limited to the mechanical borrowing of
norms, as the decisive factor is the harmonisation of con-
cepts, principles and the logic of regulating obligations. A
separate area of implementation is the digitalisation of jus-
tice and related standards. T. Tsuvina (2020) examines on-
line courts and online dispute resolution through the prism
of the international standard of access to justice, analysing
international experience and its suitability for borrowing.
Expanding on this line of thought, A. Denysova et al. (2022)
focus on the right to a fair trial, drawing on the practice of
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the European Court of Human Rights and analysing imple-
mentation mechanisms in Ukraine.

The issue of judicial reforms, their focus and impact on
guarantees of fair trial is raised by O. Boryslavska (2021).
The author interprets reforms in Eastern European countries
as a phenomenon that can simultaneously declare the right
to a fair trial and create risks for the independence of the
judiciary. This source is significant for the topic of the article
in that it shows the implementation of international stand-
ards as a process that is sensitive to the balance between
efficiency and independence, between managerial changes
and guarantees of impartiality.

O. Shtefan (2022) directly analyses the problems of re-
forming Ukraine’s civil procedural legislation and the diffi-
culties of its practical implementation. This source allows to
move from the general level of standards to the applied level
of legislative changes and their functioning in the judicial
system. The normative content of international standards
of civil procedure is revealed by L. Lichman et al. (2022),
analysing the principle of reasonableness as a component of
international standards. The transnational aspect of the im-
plementation of international standards in the civil sphere is
reflected in the work of L. Doroshenko et al. (2024), devoted
to the recognition and enforcement of foreign court deci-
sions in Ukraine. The authors analyse problematic aspects of
procedures and law enforcement that are directly related to
private international law and mutual recognition standards.

The aim of the study was to develop scientifically
grounded recommendations for the phased implementation
of international standards in Ukrainian civil law and pro-
cedure. The object of the study was the system of regula-
tory, institutional and procedural mechanisms that ensure
the approximation of Ukrainian civil legislation and judicial
proceedings to the requirements of the European Union and
the Council of Europe.

Materials and methods

A comprehensive source base was examined in the course
of the study, combining normative legal and analytical
materials. The first group includes the Constitution of
Ukraine (1996), in particular the provisions on the place
of ratified international treaties in the national legal sys-
tem, the Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine (2004) as the key
procedural act, as well as relevant legislative changes in
the field of civil rights, including Law of Ukraine No. 3320-
IX (2023), which reflects the direction of modernisation of
private law regulation. The second group of sources com-
prises international agreements and obligations. The third
group consists of analytical reports and programme ma-
terials of international organisations and partners, which
specify expectations regarding institutional changes and the
implementation of standards.

To analyse such a complex process as the implementa-
tion of international standards, it is advisable to use func-
tional modelling according to the IDEFO methodology.
IDEFO (Integration Definition for Process Modelling) is a
method for constructing process models developed for the
analysis and communication of the functional components
of a system (Create IDEFO diagrams, 2023). It represents any
process in the form of function blocks with incoming and
outgoing information flows, as well as control and mecha-
nism (resource) links. In this way, IDEFO formalises answers
to the questions: which functions the system performs, which

resources are involved and by whom, and which control con-
ditions are satisfied. Such an approach helps to organise the
research, involve experts in the discussion, and clearly de-
fine the scope of the analysis.

The expert survey was conducted at the stage of con-
structing and refining the hierarchy of the IDEFO model,
when the objective A0 and the decomposition of stages Al,
A2, and A3 were being formed. It was carried out online in
the format of a structured question-and-answer form with a
section for open comments, and the alignment of positions
was ensured through several rounds of review using the Del-
phi method. In total, 40 experts were involved, including
scholars in the field of civil law and procedure, judges or
retired judges, advocates, and specialists from public author-
ities connected with law-making and judicial policy, which
made it possible to combine academic, practical, and admin-
istrative perspectives. Respondents were asked about the list
of key functions and sub-functions of implementation, their
logical sequence, the identification of inputs, outputs, control
conditions, and resources for each block, the identification
of the main responsible actors, as well as typical barriers and
performance evaluation criteria at each stage. The sample
was formed purposively according to the criteria of relevant
experience and participation in reform or law enforcement
activities. Contact details were obtained from open official
sources and professional networks, as well as through rec-
ommendations according to the snowball principle. During
the organisation and conduct of the expert survey, generally
recognised ethical principles of sociological research were
observed, in particular voluntary participation, informed
consent, respondent anonymity, and the confidentiality of
the data obtained, in accordance with the provisions of the
ICC/ESOMAR International Code of Conduct for Market,
Public and Social Research and Data Analysis (2016).

It should be noted that the implementation of interna-
tional standards is a complex and multi-stage process in-
volving a large number of participants (legislators, judges,
representatives of ministries, and international institutions)
and measures (drafting legislation, training personnel, mon-
itoring the implementation of innovations). In this context,
IDEFO modelling makes it possible to divide this process
into a number of functional blocks. Accordingly, the graph-
ical “box-and-arrow” form enables the detection of points
of intersection between processes and key actors. This was
particularly important during the phased implementation
of norms. IDEFO also provides hierarchical detailing of
each stage (serving as the main function) and sub-stages
(sub-functions), while maintaining a controlled level of com-
plexity (three to six elements per level).

Results
In the context of the study, the key objective was identified
together with experts and designated as AO: “Ensure the im-
plementation of international standards in the civil law and
procedure of Ukraine.” To achieve this, a number of stages
were identified, forming the set A = {Al, A2, A3}. Thus,
this set constitutes the hierarchical structure of the IDEFO
model. It should be noted that such a format represents a
necessary step for the systematic presentation of the process
of implementing international standards, as it allows tasks
to be clearly structured, the logic of their execution to be
established, and the coordination of actions of all involved
stakeholders to be ensured (Fig. 1).
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in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine
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Approximation of legislation
to inter national

A2
Institutional changes and
practical impleme ntation

A3
Monitoring of compliance,
assessment of effectiveness,

Figure 1. Hierarchical structure of the IDEFO model for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

In order for the construction of the hierarchy of functions
of legislative harmonisation to rely not only on abstract con-
cepts but also on the existing regulatory model, the study ap-
plied formal legal, system-structural, and comparative legal
methods to key normative sources governing the adaptation
of Ukrainian legislation to European Union standards. The
international legal foundation is provided by the Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement between Ukraine and the Euro-
pean Communities and their Member States (1994), which
establishes the obligation of gradual legislative approxima-
tion and directs it towards specific areas, allowing harmoni-
sation to be treated as a legally conditioned function rather
than merely a theoretical construct. The national framework
is detailed in the Concept of Adaptation of Ukrainian Leg-
islation to the Legislation of the European Union (1999),
which establishes a phased approach, organisational mecha-
nisms for law-drafting and coordination, and instruments for
planning and methodological support. The nationwide pro-
gramme of 2004 defines adaptation as the alignment of laws
and subordinate acts with the acquis, the concept of which
is explained in the glossary of European Union law, and also
directly provides for an institutional mechanism and annual
action plans covering comparative legal studies, translation
of acquis acts, and preparation of a glossary. This justifies the
allocation of the relevant sub-functions within the harmoni-
sation block of the IDEFO model (Law of Ukraine No. 1629-
IV, 2004; European Union, n.d.). Current administrative
practice complements this framework with a self-screening
procedure, within which more than 80 bodies have been

Regulatory and
legal framework

involved and approximately 28,000 acts of European Union
law have been processed, as well as reports prepared for 34
negotiation chapters. This forms the current evidentiary ba-
sis for the prioritisation and decomposition of harmonisation
functions (Government Office for Coordination of European
and Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine, n.d.). Additional-
ly, the orders of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine con-
cerning action plans for 2024 and 2025 to implement the
recommendations of the European Commission within the
Enlargement Package establish parameters for timeframes,
responsible actors, and control, which are necessary for cor-
rect hierarchical structuring (Order of the Cabinet of Min-
isters of Ukraine No. 133-r, 2024; Order of the Cabinet of
Ministers of Ukraine No. 300-r, 2025).

The next step is the formation of the actual context di-
agram of the IDEFO model for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of
Ukraine, which, similar to a “black box” model, includes
the following elements: C (controls), M (mechanisms), I (in-
puts), and O (outputs). It should be noted that such a struc-
ture creates a comprehensive understanding of the system’s
boundaries, its subordination to external conditions (norma-
tive acts, international obligations), the resources used (in-
stitutions, specialists, technical means), as well as the specif-
ic changes expected at the output (adapted legislation, new
procedures, and increased legal compliance). Accordingly,
the IDEFO context diagram for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of
Ukraine is presented in Figure 2.

International
norms and rules

C1 Cc2
v v
RESO}I?CG — n > — 01 > Socio-legal effect
provision AO
Ensure the implementation of international standards Amendments t
in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine mendments to
. Need fOI'_ — 1o P P — 02 > civil law and
implementation
procedure
Y Y
M2

1\/{1

Mechanisms of legal regulation

|
State authorities

Figure 2. IDEFO context diagram for ensuring the implementation
of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors
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Thus, the key processes for achieving A0, “Ensure the
implementation of international standards in the civil law
and procedure of Ukraine”, include:

Al. Approximation of legislation to international
standards. At this stage, the state regulator carries out le-
gal analysis and revision of the existing national norms in
order to identify discrepancies between the requirements
of the EU, the Council of Europe, and international trea-
ties. In accordance with the obligations under the Asso-
ciation Agreement, Ukraine implements the adaptation of
its legislation to EU legal norms, gradually bringing the
existing constitutional and sectoral acts closer to European
legal standards (European Union, 2020). In particular, this
involves the adoption of domestic regulatory acts aimed at
implementing the provisions of EU and international law,
as well as amendments to the existing codes and laws. Upon
completion of this stage, Ukrainian legislation will be more
consistent with the standards of the EU and the Council of
Europe, thereby forming a solid legal foundation for the
effective implementation of tactical and strategic changes.

A2. Institutional changes and practical implementa-
tion of reforms. This stage enables the creation of new
organisational and institutional preconditions for the
real implementation of the adopted norms and standards
in everyday judicial practice. After the laws have been

updated, it is necessary to ensure that the new rules oper-
ate effectively; for this purpose, institutions, procedures,
and approaches to the administration of justice are re-
formed. Ukraine introduces modern European practices in
the organisation of the judicial system and the legal pro-
fessions, enhances the professional capacity of judges and
advocates, and modernises the infrastructure of justice.
The aim of this stage is to move from the formal adoption
of standards to their practical application, so that citizens’
rights are genuinely protected at the level expected within
the European community.

A3. Monitoring of compliance, assessment of effective-
ness, and further improvement. Following normative and
organisational changes, the state must establish mecha-
nisms for the continuous monitoring of their implementa-
tion, assess the effectiveness of the innovations, and adjust
policy where necessary. This includes the collection of sta-
tistical data on court performance, the analysis of judicial
practice for compliance with precedents, and parliamenta-
ry and public oversight of the implementation of reforms.
It is important to ensure the sustainability of reforms: to
prevent new norms from remaining merely declarative, ef-
fective measures of accountability for non-compliance are
introduced, and further training and the exchange of expe-
rience with the EU are encouraged (Fig. 3).

c2 Directives Directives Directives
regulating the regulating the regulating the
i process Al process A2 process A3
11— Al l » 01
Approximation of legislation
2 —p to international standards
A
Information on .
the progress of {-------- ' A2
the process Al N Institutional changes
and practical implementation
”””””””””””””””””” g of reforms
Information on L p!
the progress of
the process A2
" A3
Monitoring of compliance,
”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” »|  assessment of effectiveness, —»02
Information on and further improvement
the progress of
the process A3
M1 M2

Figure 3. First-level decomposition of the IDEFQ context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

A distinctive feature and advantage of the IDEFO-based
functional methodology is that each process can be broken
down into detail. This is called decomposition of the second,
third, and so on, levels. Thus, within the framework of this
study, detail Al, “Approximation of legislation to interna-
tional standards”:

A11. Analysis of requirements and identification of gaps.
At the beginning of implementation, a thorough analysis of
the compliance of national law with international standards
is carried out, including a study of the EU acquis, Council
of Europe recommendations, and the practice of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights. In this work, the acquis of the



European Union refers to the norms and principles of Eu-
ropean Union law in the field of justice and fundamental
rights, as well as instruments of civil judicial cooperation
governing jurisdiction, recognition and enforcement of judg-
ments, service of procedural documents, taking of evidence,
mediation and out-of-court settlement of disputes. The
Council of Europe’s recommendations are specified through
standards of fair trial and independence of judges, as well
as the European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice’s
methodological approaches to the timing and quality of case
handling, while the practice of the European Court of Hu-
man Rights was analysed primarily within the framework
of the application of Articles 6 and 13 of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights (1950), with an emphasis on ac-
cess to court, reasonable time limits and the enforcement of
court decisions. Thus, Ukrainian authorities, together with
European experts, should identify problem areas, such as ex-
cessive length of court proceedings, difficulties in enforcing
court decisions, and limited access to justice. In cooperation
with the Council of Europe, an expert review of procedural
legislation should be carried out, for example, an analysis of
the new Civil Procedure Code of Ukraine (2004) to identify
the reasons for excessive length of proceedings. Identifying
such gaps and shortcomings lays the foundation for a target-
ed update of the regulatory framework in line with European
criteria for fair, effective and accessible justice.

A12. Reforming and adopting legislative changes. Based
on the analysis, Ukraine is developing and implementing
specific legislative reforms that bring civil law and proce-
dure closer to international standards. This step includes

N. Grabar et al.

amending the Civil Code, adopting new laws and ratifying
international agreements. Thus, by updating its legislation,
Ukraine can implement the provisions of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights (1950) (Article 6 on the right to
a fair trial, Article 13 on effective legal remedies, etc.) and
move closer to the EU acquis in the field of justice. Assess-
ing the amendments already adopted to the Civil Procedure
Code of Ukraine (2004), i.e. the legislative approximation to
international standards and the acquis of the European Un-
ion, cautious but mainly incremental progress can be noted,
which partly corresponds to the approach of the European
Commission, where the priority is to increase legal certainty
and the effectiveness of rights protection. On the positive
side, Law of Ukraine No. 3320-IX (2023) introduced digital
items into the list of objects of civil rights and defined them
in the code, which forms the private law basis for the circu-
lation of digital goods and is a step towards modern Europe-
an approaches in private law.

A13. Integration of international treaties and standards
into the national legal system. In the context of this stage,
it is important to accede to existing international treaties
and subsequently implement their provisions and norms
into the national legislative system. In general, the integra-
tion of the most effective international legal instruments
will enable Ukraine to optimally and flexibly implement
international rules and approaches that have long proven
their effectiveness in EU countries into the national system.
As a result, this will contribute to the unification of legal
norms and increase confidence in Ukrainian court decisions
abroad (Fig. 4).

Directives regulating Directives Directives Directives
the process Al regulating the regulating the regulating the
l process All process A12 process A13
l Information on
1 —p All » the progress of
Analysis of requirements and the process Al
2 > identification of gaps
y A y
Information on i
the progressof | _______ '
the process A1l Al2 .
> Reform and adoption
777777777777777777777777777777777777 ] of legislative changes
—
Information on
the progress of
the process A12 R A13
Integration of international
777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 »| treaties and standards into the [—» A2
Information on national legal system
the progress of
the process A13
M1 M2

Figure 4. Second-level decomposition (A1) of the IDEFO context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

In a similar manner, process A2 “Institutional changes
and practical implementation of reforms” is further detailed:

A21. Reform of institutions and governance in the
field of justice. In order to implement the new standards as
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effectively as possible, Ukraine must fundamentally update
the structure and bodies responsible for the administration
of justice and the protection of citizens’ rights. In accordance
with current European recommendations concerning the in-
dependence of the judiciary, the system of court governance
itself requires reform. For this purpose, a new Supreme Court
is established and the court system is streamlined to three in-
stances. Another important step has been the revision of the
procedures for the selection and evaluation of judges (Euro-
pean Commission, 2022). In this context, it is also necessary
to reform the system for the enforcement of court decisions.
To this end, the state must develop a new strategy and cor-
responding legislation on compulsory enforcement, based
on the practices of EU Member States. All these measures
are aimed at building the institutional capacity of Ukraine’s
legal system to comply with international standards at all
stages and in all areas of judicial activity.

A22. Improvement of professional qualifications and
training of personnel. The successful implementation of
modern standards is impossible without the proper prepa-
ration of those who apply these standards in practice —
judges, lawyers, and court staff. One of the challenges
identified during the assessment of the system is the lim-
ited awareness among legal professionals of international
and European law. Recommendations of international ex-
perts also emphasise the development of “soft skills”: the

ability to draft judicial decisions, use alternative dispute
resolution methods, and possess foreign language skills
in order to access legal sources (Reforming Ukraine’s Ju-
diciary..., 2024). In order to overcome the existing gaps,
large-scale educational programmes and training initia-
tives should be introduced in cooperation with European
partners. For example, with the support of the Council of
Europe, seminars should be conducted on the application
of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
the case-law of the Strasbourg Court in civil matters; EU
projects (such as Twinning) involve experts from Member
States to facilitate the exchange of experience.

A23. Technological and procedural support in accord-
ance with European standards. In order for Ukraine’s ju-
dicial system to reach the level of efficiency and transpar-
ency accepted in Europe, modern technological solutions
must be introduced and procedural practices optimised. In
particular, in response to challenges such as the COVID-19
pandemic and martial law, Ukraine is actively adopting the
experience of European countries in the digitalisation of jus-
tice. With the support of CEPEJ (the European Commission
for the Efficiency of Justice), practical guidelines should be
developed for conducting remote court hearings using vid-
eoconferencing, with particular attention paid to ensuring
compliance with the principle of a fair trial in the context of
online proceedings (Fig. 5)

Directives regulating the Directives Directives Directives
process A2 regulating the regulating the regulating the
v process A21 process A22 process A23
A21 l Information on the
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the progress of standards
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Figure 5. Second-level decomposition (A2) of the IDEFO context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in the civil law and procedure of Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

Finally, the last process, namely A3 “Monitoring com-
pliance, evaluating effectiveness and further improvement”,
should be detailed:

A31. Monitoring effectiveness and data collection. Af-
ter the implementation of reforms, the establishment of a
system for assessing their effectiveness becomes crucial.
With the support of European partners, Ukraine is intro-

ducing quantitative and qualitative indicators of judicial
performance, making it possible to measure progress in
achieving international standards. In particular, CEPEJ
standards on statistical reporting should be taken into ac-
count: the average length of proceedings, the judicial work-
load rate, the percentage of enforced court decisions, and
similar indicators. The systematic collection of information



and the openness of such data (through reports of the High
Council of Justice, the Ministry of Justice, and independ-
ent studies) make it possible to objectively assess whether
the implemented standards are functioning properly. This
approach is consistent with European principles of public
accountability and serves as a basis for evidence-based de-
cision-making.

A32. Ensuring the enforcement of judgments and
effective legal remedies. Another important direction
is guaranteeing that Ukraine fulfils its obligations un-
der judgments of the European Court of Human Rights
and provides citizens with effective remedies in cases
of rights violations. Drawing on the practice of Council
of Europe member states (for example, in Italy the so-
called “Pinto Law” (Law of Italy No. 89, 2001) introduced
compensation for excessively long judicial proceedings),
the Ukrainian authorities should introduce two types of
remedies: compensatory (financial redress for delays) and
acceleratory (procedures aimed at expediting the consid-
eration of cases).
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A33. Continuous improvement and exchange of best
practices. In this context, Ukraine should participate in the
most effective pan-European initiatives such as e-CODEX.
This will make it possible to ensure optimal cross-border
data exchange in civil matters and to introduce modern cy-
bersecurity standards for judicial systems. It should be not-
ed that national independent institutions will also play an
important role in this process. In particular, this concerns
civil society and the academic community, which are able to
monitor developments and contribute to the formulation of
reform strategies for outdated mechanisms. All these activi-
ties should likewise rely on comparison with and adaptation
of EU experience. In view of this, the entire implementa-
tion process cannot be limited to the formal fulfilment of a
list of requirements, but must also involve the adoption of
a course of continuous improvement of the national legal
system. This approach is intended to ensure the maintenance
of a consistently high level of compliance with standards in
the long term, as well as readiness for prompt response and
adaptation to new challenges and requirements (Fig. 6).
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Figure 6. Second-level decomposition (A3) of the IDEFO context diagram
for ensuring the implementation of international standards in civil law and procedure in Ukraine

Source: developed by the authors

In summary, within the framework of the study, the use
of IDEFO functional modelling proved important for con-
structing a comprehensive, logically structured model for
the implementation of international standards in the civil
law and procedure of Ukraine, taking into account the chal-
lenges of wartime, real institutional constraints, and the
state’s obligations to the EU. The study not only conceptu-
alises the problem but also proposes an algorithm of actions
with specific stages and control mechanisms, making it a
unique resource for legislators, reform experts, educational
programmes, and technical assistance projects.

Discussion
It would be appropriate to compare the results obtained
with studies that propose other models of harmonisation
and legal transfer, as this would show how the logic of the
phased model proposed in this paper differs, as well as

which elements can be borrowed or refined. In this study,
the implementation of international standards is presented
as a managed process with sequential stages covering leg-
islative approximation, institutional transformation, and
continuous monitoring of implementation based on IDEFO
functional modelling. Thus, for example, a comparison
with the approach of V. Komarov and T. Tsuvina (2021)
demonstrates a different logic of harmonisation, which
can be conditionally called conventional-precedential. The
authors focus on the influence of the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights and the practice of the European
Court of Human Rights on civil proceedings in Ukraine,
i.e. the mechanism of transfer of standards is implement-
ed through judicial interpretation, changes in procedural
guarantees and stabilisation of approaches in law enforce-
ment. The study by A. Potapenko et al. (2021) proposes
yet another model of legal transfer, focused on the level
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of judicial decision in a specific case. The authors analyse
the implementation of international standards through the
criteria for determining an effective civil law remedy by
a national court, i.e. the focus shifts to the micro level of
judicial protection of rights, its adequacy, proportionality
and effectiveness.

The use of the work of V. Alkema et al. (2024) is meth-
odologically justified if the implementation of standards in
the context of martial law is considered as a task of institu-
tional stability. Although the study focuses on the sustaina-
bility and strategic management of the economic and social
security of enterprises, it demonstrates the managerial log-
ic of adapting systems to prolonged crisis conditions, when
continuity of operation, resource support and resilience be-
come key. The work of M. Bani-Meqdad et al. (2024) exam-
ines cyber threats in the human rights system, particular-
ly in terms of intellectual property. Although this issue is
tangentially relevant to civil law, current study focuses on
the fundamental institutional level of legal regulation (e.g.,
rules for the enforcement of decisions, guarantees of a fair
trial) rather than on a specific legal institution or electronic
environment.

In the context of the results obtained, it is advisable
to correlate the proposed model for the implementation
of international standards with scientific approaches that
highlight individual elements of this process. In particu-
lar, the institutional focus of the IDEFO model is consistent
with studies that emphasise the role of legal entities in the
provision of legal services and their civil legal capacity as
a prerequisite for real access to justice and effective ju-
dicial protection (Hobechiya, 2020). The substantive legal
dimension of implementation related to the protection of
property rights is reflected in works devoted to compensa-
tion for damage caused by armed aggression, which justi-
fy the need for special mechanisms for compensation and
adaptation of civil legislation to military conditions (Hna-
tiv et al., 2024) , as well as in studies of the consequences of
non-fulfilment of civil law obligations during martial law,
which raise the issues of liability, force majeure and the
stability of civil turnover (Kopeltsiv-Levytska et al., 2022).
The institutional transformations laid out in block A2 of the
model correspond to the European experience of self-gov-
ernment of the bar and professional ethics as a component
of fair justice (Rezvorovych et al., 2023), as well as with
scientific conclusions on the need to deepen interaction be-
tween the state and civil society in order to increase trust in
the judiciary (Kravchenko et al., 2021). The procedural and
technological dimension of implementation is confirmed in
works on the digitisation of justice and the activities of
the European Court of Human Rights, where digital tools
are seen as a means of improving the efficiency of case
consideration and enforcement of court decisions (Tsybul-
ska et al., 2022). Finally, the issue of the invalidity of legal
transactions and the analysis of judicial practice in a com-
parative legal dimension complement the proposed model,
since it is the quality of substantive legal constructs and
their consistency with European approaches that influence
the effectiveness of the entire implementation mechanism
(Yanovytska et al., 2023).

A comparison of the research results with the scientific
approaches presented confirms that the implementation of
international standards in Ukrainian civil law and procedure
should be viewed as a complex and interrelated process that

encompasses substantive, institutional, procedural, and en-
forcement elements and requires a systematic rather than
a fragmented approach. Thus, unlike existing works, this
study is interdisciplinary, systematic and practical in nature,
and the use of the IDEFO model allows to move from concep-
tual considerations to instrumental planning of adaptation
processes suitable for implementation within the framework
of state legal policy.

Conclusions

The study proposed a model reflecting the process of im-
plementing international standards in civil law and the
process in Ukraine, i.e. bringing national legislation and
judicial practice into line with the norms and principles
adopted by the EU, the Council of Europe and the interna-
tional community. The topic was determined by Ukraine’s
European integration course and the need to ensure effec-
tive protection of human rights in accordance with interna-
tional obligations. The study was conducted under certain
constraints: in particular, the lack of up-to-date statistical
data on the impact of reforms on judicial practice and
difficulties in accessing complete judicial practice due to
martial law and the reform of judicial bodies. Despite this,
alternative sources — official reports, international reviews,
expert assessments — were used to fill in the information
gaps. Methodologically, functional modelling (IDEFO meth-
od) was used to visually represent and systematise the pro-
cess of implementing standards, which made it possible to
structure the complex stages of reform and trace the logical
relationships between them.

The study analysed all components of the implementa-
tion process (from the stage of drafting laws to their prac-
tical application and evaluation of effectiveness). It was
determined that the first (regulatory) stage established the
qualitative and quantitative changes required for the reg-
ulatory framework in the context of compliance with in-
ternational standards. In this context, gaps were identified
by highlighting the need for a comparative analysis, after
which a series of reforms are expected to be adopted (up-
dating procedural codes, ratifying important conventions,
adopting laws to implement ECHR decisions). The second
(institutional) stage includes measures to ensure the imple-
mentation of new norms. In practice, this will manifest itself
in the processes of reorganising the judicial system (creating
effective judicial bodies, specialising judges, and radically
reforming the executive service), improving the professional
competence of judges and lawyers through training in Eu-
ropean law. Equally important is the introduction of tech-
nological innovations such as e-justice and mediation. All
of the above steps are aimed at fundamentally modernising
the justice infrastructure and bringing it closer to European
standards. The third stage, called monitoring and improve-
ment, involves assessing the effectiveness of the reforms
and implementing measures to ensure their sustainability.
In practice, this involves the systematic collection of data
and performance indicators from courts that have already
demonstrated positive trends (reduction in case processing
times, reduction in unfulfilled decisions).

Despite covering the main issues, some aspects of the
implementation of international standards remain open and
require further study. First and foremost, a promising area
is the quantitative assessment of the impact of the reforms:
further research could analyse in more detail the statistical
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AHoTanisa. AKTyaJbHICTh POOOTH 3yMOBJIEHa HarajbHOI MOTPe(o YKpalHu rapaHTyBaTh e(eKTUBHUII 3aXUCT
MpaB JIOAVHU B YMOBAaX €BpOiHTerpaiii Ta BOEHHOIO CTaHy NUIAXOM afanTarii HUBiJIBHOTO MpaBa i mporecy A0
MixkHapomHuX craHfapTiB. [loBHOMacmTabHe BTOPrHEeHHsA pocilichkoi ¢eneparii 3arocTpusio mpobiieMy 3aXUCTy
MpaB IMBiJIbBHOTrO HaceJjleHHs Ta BigIIKOAYBaHHsA IIKOAM, 3aBAaHOl 30poiiHolo arpecieio. lle BucyBae Ha nepmui
IUIaH NUTaHHA OMNepaTHBHOI ajanTallii MexaHi3MiB IIMBiJIbHOI BiANOBifa/JbHOCTI Ta mpollecyaJbHUX rapaHTiil A0
CTaHAAPTIiB T'yMaHITapHOIO i MiXHApOAHOrO0 IPHUBATHOrO IpaBa, BKJIIOYHO 3 e(heKTUBHUM BHKOHAHHAM CYJOBUX
pilieHb i TpaHCHAI[iOHAJIbHUM BH3HAaHHAM IO30BiB MOAO0 KommeHcalil. MeToio po6otu Oysao ¢popMyBaHHA LijiCHOI,
[IOeTaIHOl MoJieJIi BIIpOBa/KeHHA X CTaHAAPTiB 3 YpaxyBaHHAM €BPOINENChbKUX BUMOT. Y JOCJIi)kKeHHi 3aCTOCOBaHO
MOPiBHSJIBHO-NIPABOBUI aHati3, ¢yHKIioHanpHe MofeoBanHAa IDEFQ. Ha nmigcraBi mogeni IDEFO BcTaHOBJIEHO, IO
KJIIOUOBMMHM € TPU B3a€EMOINOB’A3aHi eTanu: rapMoHi3allis 3aKOHOAaBCTBa, iHCTUTYI[ilHi IepeTBOpeHHs Ta 6e3nepepBHUN
MOHITOPHUHI BUKOHaHHA. ByJio npoaHasizoBaHO Taki acnekTy, AK peOopMyBaHHA OpraHiB CyJJiBCbKOr0O BPAAYBaHHS,
nudposizania cyJ0YMHCTBA, BIPOBAXEHHsA KOMIIEHCallilHUX MeXaHi3MiB 3a MOpyILIeHHs NpaBa Ha PO3yMHUH CTPOK,
a TaKOX y3araJlbHeHO pe3yJIbTaTH IOPiBHAJIBHOI'O JIOCBiy nepxaB €pponelicbkoro Cow3y. BcraHoBieHO, Mo came
CHUCTEMHA peaJti3allis 3alIpPONOHOBAHUX KPOKiB iCTOTHO HiJBUIINTh BiANOBiAHICTH YKPaTHCHKOrO ITMBiJILHOTO IpOIECY
MiXXKHapOQHUM BHMOTaM, 3MiI[HUTh JOBipy CYCHiJIbCTBA Ta MiXXHAapOJHUX MapTHEPiB 40 NMpaBoBoi cucTtemMu. IIpakTuyHa
[[iHHiCTh pOOOTU MOJIATAE B TOMY, 110 OTPUMAaHi pe3yJIbTaTu MOXYTh OYTH BHUKOPHUCTaHi 3aKOHOJABI[AMU, OpraHaMu
cynoBoi Bjiaay, npodibHUMU MiHicTepcTBaMU M OCBiTHIMHU ycTaHOBaMHU IiJf yac po3pobJieHHs HOPMaTUBHUX aKTiB,
IJIaHyBaHHA peopM i HaBYaHHA NPaBHUKIB

KJ11040Bi cJioBa: MikHapO JHE MPaBO; IIUBILIBHUIT POIIEC; TapMOHi3allis 3aKOHOAaBCTBa; QYHKIiOHAIbHE MO TI0BaHHS;
IDEFO
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